Part 409 - Conservation Certification for NRCS in Indiana


Appendix TSP

Minimum Indiana NRCS Certification Standards for Technical Service Providers (TSPs)

TSPs must meet all certification requirements listed in the Criteria Options of each Technical Service Category listed on TechReg.  TSPs must also complete all Sections of their application.  This Appendix addresses those categories, options and/or certification requirements that are different for Indiana than what is listed in TechReg.  Questions should be directed to the State TSP Coordinator or State Resource Conservationist. 

A. Conservation Planning Training Requirement

All new TSP applications and renewals for all categories are required to meet the NRCS Conservation Planning Training Requirements in Section F1 of the TechReg certification process.  This includes completion of modules 1-5 of the NRCS Conservation Planning Course, or equivalent.  

1. Modules 1-5 of the Conservation Planning Course Requirement, or equivalent.

New TSP applicants and renewals can meet this requirement with the following:

a. Technical assistance services have been provided to at least two (2) NRCS customers, and accepted by NRCS as meeting standards and specifications in the past.  

i. References and documentation of prior-approved technical assistance services are not required during the TechReg application and certification process but must be made available upon request.

OR

b. Complete modules 1-5 of the NRCS Conservation Planning course (Part 1) at: http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/consplan.html
B. Nutrient Management – Organic and Inorganic

1. The Nutrient Management Option 1 – Organization Certification is met by certification in one of the listed certifying organizations on TechReg.  

2. Nutrient Management Course NRCS – modules 1-7 of the Nutrient Management track of the NRCS course Nutrient and Pest Management Considerations in Conservation Planning is considered met by one of the following:
a. The TSP is certified by one of the listed certifying organizations on TechReg.  

OR

b. Complete modules 1-7 of the Nutrient Management track of the NRCS course Nutrient and Pest Management Considerations in Conservation Planning at: http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/nutandpest.html
C. Pest Management 

1. The Pest Management Option 1 – Organization Certification is met by certification in one of the listed organizations on TechReg.  

2. Pest Management Course NRCS – modules 1-7 of the Pest Management track of the NRCS course Nutrient and Pest Management Considerations in Conservation Planning is considered met by one of the following:
a. The TSP is certified by one of the listed certifying organizations on TechReg.  

OR

b. Complete modules 1-7 of the Pest Management track of the NRCS course Nutrient and Pest Management Considerations in Conservation Planning at: http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/nutandpest.html
D. CNMP Plan Development - Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage

Technical Service Providers may be certified to provide technical assistance for the Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage (MWHS) component of a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) in Indiana by meeting the following qualifications.  

A. Required Training

· Individual Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage Specialists must complete one of the following 3 options:
1. Option 1 – Knowledge and Training

a. An approved NRCS CNMP Plan Development Training Course

b. Be a Certified Professional Engineer (P.E.) in Indiana.

OR

2. Option 2 - Certification

a.     Meet the CNMP MWHS Certification Option on TechReg.
OR

3. Option Indiana – Knowledge and Training

a. An approved NRCS CNMP Plan Development Training Course.

b. The NRCS Conservation Planning Course Modules 1-5 (Part 1)  found at: http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/consplan.html
c. The NRCS Agricultural Waste Management Systems – A Primer found at: http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/agwasteprimer.html
d. The NRCS Agricultural Waste Management Systems - Level 2 found at: http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/catalog/agwaste2.html
NOTE1: A Professional Engineer’s License is not required to assess the condition of existing MWHS facilities as part of the development of a CNMP.  However, if the individual TSP is not comfortable documenting the condition of existing facilities, they should solicit the assistance of a Professional Engineer.

NOTE2: Certification in the CNMP Plan Development – Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage category only qualifies a certified TSP to provide technical assistance in assessing existing facilities and operations, and does not qualify a non-P.E. TSP to design new facilities or structures.

B. Required Skills or Certification
· Individual Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage Specialists must be able to:

1. Document that the condition of existing MWHS components are satisfactory using the ‘CNMP Manure & Wastewater Handling & Storage Inspection Checklist’ as a minimum.

2. Follow approved safety measures if entering enclosed pits or storage structures.

3. Follow all facility and site biosecurity measures as required by the producer.  Refer to general instructions on biosecurity issues from the NRCS General Manual Part 130.403 Subpart H and  the Indiana State Board of Animal Health at: http://www.state.in.us/boah/biosecurity/visitors_workers.html
NOTE3: Inclusion of existing MWHS components in the CNMP does not verify that the component meets NRCS and IDEM standards and specifications
(continued)

C. Additional Requirements and Information

· Updating conservation manure and wastewater handling and storage skills must, at a minimum, occur once every three (3) years.  The "Certified" rating needs to be reviewed every three (3) years by NRCS through a continuing training requirement.

· Individual Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage Specialists are responsible for keeping their own personal training plan updated to reflect "manure and wastewater handling and storage" training needed and obtained to maintain or increase their skill level.

· Individual Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage Specialists are subject to annual quality assurance reviews of all manure and wastewater handling and storage plans developed and completed.  These plans must meet NRCS manure and wastewater handling and storage policy and follow standards and specifications as laid out in the Field Office Technical Guide.

· Individual Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage Specialists must meet additional minimum standards for manure and wastewater handling and storage established by the State Conservationist or any additional standards established by Indiana Department of Environmental Management's "Confined Feeding Rules" or local governments.  
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