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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

INDIANA BULLETIN NO.  180-12-11					          August 8, 2012

SUBJECT:  CPA – FY12 Emergency Use of Conservation Reserve Program Acreage.

Purpose:  To notify Field Offices of expanded list of Conservation Reserve Program practices released for Emergency Haying and Grazing 

This bulletin is an update to Indiana Bulletin No. 180-12-10; providing supplemental 
information for new practices, different restrictions, and new job sheets.

Expiration Date:  September 30, 2012.

EMERGENCY HAYING (FORAGE HARVEST MANAGEMENT 511) AND GRAZING (528)  FOR 2012: 

Effective Immediately, CRP participants may voluntarily request a modification to their CRP plan to request Emergency Forage Harvest or Grazing approval.  

USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack authorized the release of emergency haying and grazing for all Indiana counties for certain practices (CP1, CP2, CP4B, CP4D, CP10, CP18C and CP38) and acres enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) outside the primary nesting season for wildlife.  This decision was based upon the U.S. Drought Monitor, per FSA News Release 12-25.

The additional practices that have been released include:  CP8A, CP23, CP23A, CP25, CP27, and CP28.  The additional practices do NOT include CP21s or CP33s.  The provisions restricting release of acres within 120’ of a water body or stream are still in place.  Livestock shall be excluded from wetland pools in CP23 and CP23A, unless no water is present in the pools.  Haying and grazing requests for these additional CRP sites within ½ mile of identified records of the copperbelly watersnake (NE Indiana population only) and eastern massasauga shall be sent to U.S .Fish and Wildlife Service for review.

In Indiana, CRP plans will be modified using the latest CRP Emergency Use job sheets.  The same job sheet will be used for all CRP practices (General and/or Continuous).  Job sheet        IN-CRP Grazing-Haying-8-7-2012.xls can be found on the Indiana NRCS SharePoint at: 
· Technology Conservation Reserve ProgramsContinuous CRPCRP Practice Job Sheets, or;
· Technology Conservation Reserve ProgramsCRP General Sign UpCRP Practice Job Sheets
 
This authorization is for grazing or forage harvest as indicated above, so the associated job sheet should be documented accordingly.  All other Emergency Grazing and Forage Harvest technical requirements and restrictions apply as found on the job sheets.  Refer to the job sheets for the appropriate minimum grazing and haying heights for cool-season and warm-season grasses for each practice.

Currently, CRP enrolled in the Indiana Classified Forest and Wildlands Program through the Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) is not approved for any grazing activities.  Producers with CRP in the Classified Wildlands Program land should confer with and get approval from IDNR prior to any haying activities.   

If you have any questions about the CRP Emergency job sheets, please contact Victor Shelton, Acting State Agronomist at (317) 295-5895 or (317) 341-3065, or Tony Bailey, Acting State Resource Conservationist at (317) 295-5845.  

/s/
ELANA CASS - Acting

JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist

cc: 	Susan Hovermale, FSA
	Michelle Howell, FSA
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