Developing Conservation Plans in Toolkit for the Conservation Cropping Systems Initiative
 (
Consultant/mentor Name and address
) (
Farm/
Farmer Name
 and address
)

Conservation Plan
Conservation Cropping System for Improved Soil Health and Sustainability
A managed system of conservation practices consisting of Conservation Crop Rotation, No-till/Strip-till, Cover Crop, Nutrient Management and other supporting practices as needed will be integrated into a cropping system where each practice complements or enhances the others for overall improvement of the health and function of the soil resource which leads to enhanced environmental protection and production efficiency.
 (
The italicized
 statement
s outline
 the objectives of the CCSI plan. It should be added to every plan developed through CCSI as a ‘
Plan 
Objective’ in the Toolkit plan Wizard.
)

How to add a Plan Objective statement into Toolkit Conservation Plan
In Step 3 of the Plan Wizard, planners can add text in the ‘Plan Objective’ box as shown below (NOTE: this can be completed using copy/paste functions):
[image: ]

The final Conservation Plan will include this language at the top of the conservation plan as shown below:
[image: ]
328- Conservation Crop Rotation		Narrative Code “CCSI”
A crop rotation of primarily corn and soybeans that incorporates the use of cover crops will be followed to add biological and crop diversity. The rotation will include crop types that provide adequate biomass and surface cover, in conjunction with other practices in the system, for erosion control and improvement in organic matter and will assist to break pest cycles. Substitute crops may be used that accomplish the desired benefits.
Additional notes:  additional notes can be added to Toolkit. See How to add Custom language to an existing Toolkit Narrative section at the end of this document


	Tract and Field No.(s)
	Acres
	Planned date to start
	Practice already implemented Y/N

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	










329- No-Till/Strip-Till				Narrative Code “CCSI”

The amount, orientation and distribution of crop and other plant residues will be managed on the soil surface year-round, for all crops in the rotation to improve soil health and function.  Crops will be planted in narrow slots, or residue free strips in soil previously untilled by full-width inversion implements. Residues will be spread evenly on the soil surface by harvest equipment.  Planters and drills will be set or modified to plant directly into the planned crop residues and cover crop vegetation.  Trafficking of equipment will be minimized and operated to reduce the potential for surface compaction.  With the exception of rare circumstances, the no-till/strip-till will be a continuous system to build organic matter, improve water infiltration and holding capacity, reduce soil erosion and improve aggregate stability.
Additional notes: additional notes can be added to Toolkit. See How to add Custom language to an existing Toolkit Narrative section at the end of this document

	Tract and Field No.(s)
	Acres
	Planned date to start
	Practice already implemented Y/N

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



340- Cover Crop				Narrative Code “CCSI”

Plant a cover crop or a cover crop mix of grasses, legumes, small grain or other broadleaf plants (forbs) for erosion control, increased bio-diversity and soil health improvement. Cover crops are usually grown for one year or less between commercial cropping seasons.  One third (1/3 or 33%) of the acres in the Conservation Cropping System will have Covers crops established each year. Fields with low residue producing crops such as Soybean should receive priority when considering where to establish cover crops. The species selected will be compatible with, and complement, the crops to be rotated and other components of the cropping system. 
Additional notes: additional notes can be added to Toolkit. See How to add Custom language to an existing Toolkit Narrative section at the end of this document

	Tract and Field No.(s)
	Acres
	Planned date to start
	Practice already implemented Y/N

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	






590-Nutrient Management			Narrative Code “CCSI”

Manage the amount, form, placement and timing of applications of nutrients to promote good plant vigor and production. The nutrient management will be compatible with, and complement, the no-till system, the crops and cover crops to be rotated and other components of the cropping system.  Manage nutrient application as near as practical to the time of crop utilization and in a manner to reduce off-site losses.  Soil tests should be performed at least every 3‐4 years, and nutrient and lime applications will be based on soil tests results, and may be adapted through a combination of tissue sampling, soil type and productivity and/or biological and organic matter contribution. Management should be adaptive to seasonal weather variations and cropping conditions.
Additional notes: additional notes can be added to Toolkit. See How to add Custom language to an existing Toolkit Narrative section at the end of this document

	Tract and Field No.(s)
	Acres
	Planned date to start
	Practice already implemented Y/N

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



The parties below are committed to the successful implementation of this system. This is not a binding contract but a mutual agreement to collaborate, assist and communicate needed technical resources with intent to apply the above conservation system.
 (
The italicized statements outline Standard Statements to be included above the signature boxes of the CCSI plan. It should be added to every plan developed through CCSI as a ‘Standard Statement’ in the Toolkit plan Wizard.
)



How to add Standard Statements into Toolkit Conservation Plan
Much like plan objectives, In Step 3 of the Plan Wizard, planners can add text in the ‘Standard Statements’ box as shown below (NOTE: this can be completed using copy/paste functions):
[image: ]
Final Conservation Plan will include this language at the bottom of the conservation plan, directly above the signature boxes as shown below:
[image: ]



How to add Custom language to an existing Toolkit Narrative

The CCSI Conservation inventory document includes practice narratives built to use in these CCSI plans (narrative codes for these practices = CCSI).
In each CCSI narrative, there is space at the end where the mentor/consultant may provide additional comments.
If the mentor/consultant does include participant-specific additional comments on the CCA Conservation Inventory form, those comments must also be inputted into Toolkit. 

To add custom language, click on the narrative box in the Practice Schedule tab, then click on the three dots to open the expanded narrative window:

 (
Click here
)[image: ]

 (
Once open, the expanded narrative tab will let you type in custom information relevant to this plan, such as what is highlighted in the graphic.
NOTE: if you would like the additional notes entered into one field’s narrative to apply to all fields for the practice (i.e. 328 in this example) Type in a narrative ID extension (circled in graphic). 
Once completed, hit OK. 
Use the ‘Copy to Cell Below’ button in the Practice Schedule to copy the custom narrative to additional fields if needed.
)[image: ]
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The parties below are committed to the successful implementation of this system. This is not a
binding contract but a mutual agreement to collaborate, assist and communicate needed technical
resources with intent to apply the above conservation system
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