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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

										February 16, 2012


INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 180-12-2

SUBJECT:  CPA – Indiana Technical Service Provider Requirements

Purpose:  To provide guidance on using Technical Service Providers in 2012.

Expiration Date:  September 30, 2012.

Certified Technical Service Providers (TSP) in TechReg (Find a TSP) are required to provide technical assistance to authorize payment for the following practices and/or activities using fiscal year 2012 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) funds:
1. Any Conservation Activity Plan (CAP)
2. 2012 contracts only:
a. 590 (Nutrient Management)
b. 595 (Integrated Pest Management)
c. 633 (Waste Utilization)
3. 2012 and prior year contracts:
a. Any contracted practice where the participant requests private-sector assistance with design (911), installation (912), or checkout (913).

Conservation Activity Plans

See Indiana Bulletin No. 300-12-8 for guidance on using TSPs for Conservation Activity Plans.  

Before a CAP application will be considered for funding, the applicant must submit an EQIP Participant TSP CAP Request form (click link) – TSPs are not required to sign this form.

In addition, the CNMP (102) criteria and deliverables will follow the existing Indiana processes and those below until further notice.  EQIP participants who hire TSPs certified in the following categories in TechReg are eligible to receive EQIP payments in Indiana:
1. CNMP Conservation Activity Plan
2. CNMP Plan Approval
3. CNMP Plan Development – Total Plan
Or, a combination of TSPs to provide all 3 of following: 
1. CNMP Plan Development – Land Treatment
2. CNMP Plan Development – Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage
3. CNMP Plan Development – Nutrient Management


2012 Contracts 590, 595, 633 Only

In FY12, practice scenario payments for the implementation of 590 (Nutrient Management), 595 (Integrated Pest Management), and 633 (Waste Utilization) include the cost of participants to: 
· Hire a private provider to develop the appropriate specifications (Nutrient Management Plan, Pest Management Plan, or Waste Utilization Plan), and; 
· the cost of participants to hire a private provider to provide annual installation and checkout technical assistance.

Before a 2012 application with 590, 595, and/or 633 will be considered for funding, the applicant must submit an EQIP 2012 Participant TSP Documentation form (click link) – TSPs are not required to sign this form.

Participants must obtain their Nutrient Management Plan, Pest Management Plan, and/or Waste Utilization Plan from a certified TSP prior to implementing the recommendations in the plan.  A certified TSP must also assist the producer with installation and checkout.  Payment for the 590, 595, and/or 633 practices will not be made until the participant supplies adequate documentation that the practice was successfully implemented according to the standard.  See existing Indiana policy located as an Indiana supplement to the General Manual, Title 180, Part 481.2 (http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/gmsupplements.html).

2012 (other than 590, 595, 633) and Prior Year Contracts: 

After the contract is approved for funding, the applicant may request TSP Technical Assistance funding for the 900 practice codes for any practice in the contract other than 590, 595, 633 by submitting an EQIP Participant TSP TA Request form (click link) – TSPs are not required to sign this form.

The following TA activities are eligible for payments to producers, except NRCS will not provide direct technical assistance, or TSP TA funding, for assistance on Feed Management (592), Anaerobic Digesters (365/366), Waste Treatment - biofilters (629):
1. 911 Design (all other practices)
2. 912 Installation (all other practices)
3. 913 Checkout (all other practices)

Payments to the producer for 911, 912 or 913 can be made upon delivery of the required documents to NRCS as stated in the Statements of Work for the practice, located in Section IV of the Electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG). Payments for practices 912 and 913 will be submitted together, and should also be processed with the payment for the associated practice since the 912 and 913 activities will certify that the practice was installed according to NRCS standards.

Payments will be made for the TSP Technical Service Payment Rate for the specific practice and service. Technical Service Payment rates are published on TechReg (Find a Technical Service Provider Payment Rate).  Copies of the final TSP Technical Service Payment rates obtained from TechReg will be filed in the participant’s file.  The producer may or may not be reimbursed for the actual amount charged by the TSP provider.  Service provider rates are negotiable between the provider and the producer.

TSP TA for All Engineering Practices: all three TA activities (911, 912, and 913) must be scheduled and completed (at the same time) by the TSP. TA practice code 911 will not be scheduled without 912 and 913.  All three will also be paid at the same time. 

TSP TA Guidance for Practices with Multiple Years of Application: 911, 912, and 913 are only available 1 time per contract on a practice. 912 and 913 are only eligible the first year of practice implementation. Practices implemented previously are not eligible for 912 and 913. Practices scheduled this year but not previously implemented are eligible for 912 and 913.  

Please direct all program-related questions Teresah Caire, Assistant State Conservationist - Farm Bill Programs at 317-295-5820, and all technical questions to Shannon Zezula, State Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5888.


/s/

JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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