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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 180-12-3

SUBJECT: 	CPA – Decommission and removal of Conservation System Guides (CSG).

Purpose:  To notify Area and Field staff of the decommissioning of Conservation System Guides and their impacts on Toolkit planning.

Expiration Date:  September 30, 2012.

NO ACTION REQUIRED – Conservation System Guides no longer available nor required through Toolkit.

Conservation System Guides (CSGs) were originally developed to provide an information system that would enable planners to (1) document the resource concerns being addressed in conservation plans, (2) streamline the formulate alternative steps in planning, (3) capture effects from planned and applied systems, and (4) capture the natural resource planning expertise of NRCS in a database.  

Analyses conducted by multiple staffs at the national level indicate that the complexity of the landscape and site specific nature of conservation planning makes the processes established for developing and using CSGs highly questionable for their intended purposes. As a result, the Conservation Systems Guides (CSG) application and supporting database was decommissioned during the week of February 13-17. Now decommissioned, users will no longer have to, nor have the ability to, associate land units/land uses with a CSG in Toolkit.

Indiana Toolkit Users should notice the following changes in Toolkit (see attachment for illustrations):
1. The CSG entry screen missing from the Practice Schedule screen of the customer folder.
2. The ‘View Business Rules’ on the Reporting tab have been updated to remove the requirement for CSGs.

If your Toolkit session does not look like the attached document screen captures, contact Jennifer Chen.

The CSG application portal will also be removed from “Field Tools” of my.nrcs, and CSG links will be removed in FOTG (Section III). The CSG business requirement is also being removed from the Progress Reporting System (PRS). 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]This action will have no effect on existing plans or data, and requires no action on the part of Field or Area Office staff.

Local NRCS Toolkit users – please share this information with any partners also using Toolkit.

Please contact Jennifer Chen, Resource Conservationist, at 317-295-5847 for any issues related to the content of this bulletin, or Shannon Zezula, State Resource Conservationist, at 317-295-5888.
  

/s/

JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist

Attachment
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