NRCS/FSA Guidelines for General Signup 43

Following are guidelines for developing conservation plans for General CRP Signup 43.  The FSA and NRCS State Office concur with this guidance.  

I.   FSA will deliver the following to the local NRCS office as soon as the producer accepts their offer for each accepted CRP offer.  NOTE: refer to the Joint CRP Step-By-Step processes for additional details including coordinating with IDNR for forestry practices.
1. CRP-1 (copy).
2. Transmittal Information Sheet for SU43 – to document N1a point values and N1b requirements. (Optional) COLS report may be provided instead.
3. Map – with CRP accepted acreage clearly defined.

II. NRCS must complete a site visit and deliver the following to the local FSA office by August 10, 2012 (required for all CRP-1s received from FSA):

NOTE: CRP Participants who wish to change their offer (as specified on the CRP-1 such as adding/deleting practices, changing offered acres, etc.) should be directed to FSA to request the change.  If the requested change is approved, FSA will issue a new CRP-2 and COLS report

1. NRCS-CPA-AD-1155 with the following:
a. Practices will be scheduled in Toolkit using the FOTG practice codes and narratives that correspond with the CP practices and acres that FSA provides on the CRP-1 and the COLS Report (see the attached ‘General CRP SU43 FOTG Practices.docx’). Toolkit users will need to reload domain data to access updated narratives.

b. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Cost-share will be documented according to the “2012_CRP_Cost_List.xlsx”.

c. Mid Contract Management activities will be scheduled for non-forestry practices using the FOTG practice 647 (Early Successional Habitat Development/Management) according to the “General CRP SU43 FOTG Practices.docx”.
i. Print and attach the ‘CRP Mid Contract Management’ language to the NRCS-CPA-1155.

d. Mid Contract Management activities can be scheduled for forestry practices using the FOTG practice 666 (Forest Stand Improvement) according to the “General CRP SU43 FOTG Practices.docx” if determined to be necessary.

e. Print and attach the ‘General CRP Cover Maintenance’ language to the NRCS-CPA-1155

2. CPA-52 with Sections A – P completed (section P signed by NRCS).  

3. Practice Specifications that provide the details needed to establish and maintain the practice according to the FOTG standards and CRP policy, and the options available for Mid Contract Management.
a. General Signup CRP-specific Program Job Sheets are available at http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/CRP/crphomepage.html. Detailed seeding specifications will be developed using the Indiana NRCS Seeding Calculator available from the IN NRCS FOTG, Section IV (A).

4. Plan Map showing CRP practice locations.

5. Signature(s) of the CRP Participant(s) and Soil and Water Conservation District Board’s signatures will be collected prior to delivering to FSA.



ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE

1. FOTG Practices and Species Selection:
a. CRP practices and their associated point values are found on the COLS Report for SU43 from FSA for each CRP offer.
b. Individual CRP practice requirements by point value is located in Indiana Exhibit 26; 2-CRP (Rev. 5) IN Amend. 4 (located on the Indiana FSA Intranet site - http://fsaintranet.sc.egov.usda.gov/states/in/ini/conservation/)

2. CP42 Pollinator Habitat.
a. Pollinator habitat acres will be planned and seeded as an independent practice (CP42) in the amount (acres) provided by FSA.  
i. These acres will be delineated on the plan map.  
ii. CP42 habitat areas will be at least ½ acre each.
1. If not planted in whole fields, block plantings of ½ acre are preferred over strips. 
2. Strips will be at least 20 feet wide.
b. Specifications: - NOTE: see the Seeding Calculator Guidance on the Indiana SharePoint or IN NRCS FOTG, Section IV (A) for detailed instructions.  At least 9 different species of forbs, legumes, and/or shrubs, with 3 species each from early (April – June 15), mid (June 15 – July), and late (August – October) season bloom periods are required.
i. Grass is not required, but if needed for erosion control, weed suppression, etc., a Wild Rye (Elymus species) can be included.  

ii. Nurse crops and cover crops may be scheduled as needed.

iii. Forbs/Wildflowers will be seeded at a minimum rate of 16 ounces/acre.  
1. Only species determined suitable by the Indiana Seeding Calculator are eligible unless approved by the State Resource Conservationist / Indiana CRP Manager).
2. Of the 9 required species, up to 2 non-native legumes may be selected.  Eligible species are determined by the Indiana Seeding Calculator and will not exceed 2 oz/acre each.
3. Provide the client the suitable forbs list by bloom period generated from the Seeding Calculator or specific species as needed.

iv. Shrubs will be planted on an 8 ft. x 8 ft. spacing (681 shrubs per acre).
1. Provide the client with the Pollinator Shrubs List located on the Indiana SharePoint site.

3. Firebreaks  Guidance:
a. Firebreaks will be considered as a component of the primary CP practice, but will be planned and seeded separately when needed for future maintenance and management considerations.  These acres will be delineated on the plan map and scheduled separately.  

i. Maximum acres = 20% of the offered eligible CP practice acres per planning land unit (i.e. – field).
ii. In Toolkit, schedule firebreaks using FOTG practice code 394 (Firebreak) and the appropriate CRP narrative.
iii. Provide seeding specifications through the Seeding Calculator as a component practice to the primary CRP practice.

4. Existing Vegetation Guidance:
a. CP10 and CP11 were not eligible practices beginning in Signup 41.  Any offers with existing CRP cover may be re-enrolled if suitable for the point values awarded for the new practice, or they must be converted to suitable covers per Indiana Exhibit 26.

For existing trees to meet the requirements of the CP3A practice:
			
A field or site shall be considered fully stocked with trees (includes planted or native tree species from natural regeneration) if it contains at least 300 trees per acre that are evenly distributed over the entire site. Small open areas (less than 0.1 acres in size) surrounded by fully stocked trees are considered fully stocked using this procedure. Farm Service Agency (FSA) fields that are contiguous should be evaluated as one site using this procedure. 

I. Site contains a field or contiguous fields that are <15 acres in size

An individual open area cannot exceed 1.0 acres in size and the total open failed planting acreage for the site cannot exceed 15% of the practice acres.

II. Site contains a field or contiguous fields that are ≥15 acres in size

An individual open area cannot exceed 2.0 acres in size and the total open failed planting acreage for the site cannot exceed 15% or 10 acres of the practice acres whichever is less.

b. Cost-Share is eligible for the conversion of covers previously established under CRP as necessary to re-establish suitable covers (including site preparation, seed, seeding, fertility, etc.).  

c. Noxious Species:

NOTE: control of the species listed below must be initiated within the first year of CRP contract approval (without cost-share).  Schedule “Noxious” Species Control using Brush Management (314) for woody species control, or Herbaceous Weed Control (315) for herbaceous species control. These should be included on the NRCS-CPA-1155 as a non-cost share practice in the first year of the contract. CRP participants must understand that follow-up control efforts are required to ensure the species are controlled to and maintained at the levels described below (without cost-share):

i. The following are defined as “noxious” by Indiana law and efforts must be made to eliminate them within 1 year of CRP contract approval: cost-share is not available for control of noxious species nor for the re-establishment to an approved cover.
1. Bur Cucumber
2. Canada Thistle
3. Johnsongrass
4. Shattercane
5. Sorghum Almum

d. “Un-Approved” Species.  Existing and planned area coverage of the following must be documented on the CRP Program Job Sheets, and participants must maintain their acres to these levels for the life of the contract. Schedule “Un-Approved” Species Control using Brush Management (314) for woody species control, or Herbaceous Weed Control (315) for herbaceous species control. Cost-share is not available for control of the following species unless these species were purposefully seeded for previous CRP enrollment. 
i. The following are defined as “un-approved” by Indiana NRCS and FSA.  Efforts must be made to control them to no more than 0% (by percent area coverage) of the CRP acreage within 1 year of CRP contract approval:
1. Garlic Mustard
2. Glossy Buckthorn.
3. Honeysuckle, Bush.
4. Kudzu.
5. Phragmites (Common Reed).
6. Purple Loosestrife.
7. Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus)

ii. “Un-approved” species not to exceed 10% (by percent area coverage)
1. Autumn Olive.
2. Honeysuckle, Japanese.
3. Japanese Knotweed.
4. Multiflora Rose.
5. Periwinkle.
6. Quackgrass.
7. Reed Canarygrass.
8. Sericea Lespedeza
9. Tall Fescue
10. Smooth Brome

iii.  “Un-approved” species not to exceed 20% (by percent area coverage)
1. Woody Species not listed above (for CP1, CP2, CP4B, CP4D, CP25, and/or CP42)
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