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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
										     June 28, 2012
INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 180-12-7

SUBJECT:  CPA – 2012 Planning Documents for the Conservation Reserve Program
                                 General Sign Up 43
Purpose:  To distribute the Planning Documents Guidance for the Conservation Reserve Program General Sign Up 43.
Expiration Date:  September 30, 2012
Action Required By: August 10, 2012
To ensure that the planning requirements for CRP plans are completed in a consistent and timely manner, NRCS Indiana will use the attached “CRP SU43 Planning Guidance (2012)” to develop all Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup 43 conservation plans.
Changes in SU43:
Forest Stand Improvement Practice (666) will be used where thinning/pruning are recommended as mid-contract management (MCM) activities on treed CRP practices. MCM under 666 is included in the cost list at $40/ac. Note that additional MCM activities can be scheduled as needed but the total MCM contracted should not exceed $100/ac.
Transmittal Sheets are no longer required to be delivered by FSA; instead they will provide the COLS offer report. Please work with your local office to ensure you have adequate data for plan development.
Noxious Species Control will now be scheduled under Brush Management (314) for woody species control, or Herbaceous Weed Control (315) for herbaceous species control.
Please note that an updated NRCS Toolkit Cost List “2012_CRP _Cost_List.xlsx” is located at F:\FOTG\Section_I. It will need to be copied to C:\Field_Office_Tech_Guide\Section_I for use in Toolkit. 
The following have also been posted to the Indiana NRCS SharePoint site Technology Documents (Conservation Reserve ProgramsCRP General Signup):
1. Standard General Signup CRP Maintenance Language (General CRP Maintenance Language.docx) – to be attached to all CRP NRCS-CPA-1155s


DIST: 0
1. Standard CRP Mid Contract Management Language (General CRP MCM Language.docx) – to be attached to all applicable CRP NRCS-CPA-1155s
1. Seeding Calculator CRP Guidance (also on eFOTG, Section IV, Tools)
1. Pollinator Shrub List (for CP42)
1. CRP Practice Job Sheets (also located on the web site)
1. CRP Practice Spec Sheets (also located on the web site) 

The following have also been posted to the Indiana NRCS SharePoint site Technology Documents (Conservation Reserve ProgramsCRP General SignupToolkit Guidance):
1. CRP – Toolkit Guidance including
· Toolkit Plan Development for General CRP, including how to schedule non-cost-shared practices. (unchanged from SU41)
· CRP SU43 FOTG Practices List
· Example CRP Transmittal Form
· Example Conservation Plan Map and 
· Example Schedule of Operations (NRCS-CPA-1155)

If you have any questions about CRP planning, please contact your Area Resource Management Specialist or Becky Ross, Acting State Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5888.  

/s/


JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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