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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________



January 23, 2012

INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 190-12-1

SUBJECT:  ECS – Plant technology input to the Indiana Plant Materials Committee

Purpose:  To obtain input from NRCS employees concerning plant technology issues

Expiration Date:  September 30, 2012

Action Required By: February 6, 2012

The NRCS Indiana Plant Materials Committee is seeking new members and input as it begins to implement changes in a direction to provide improved technology using plants to solve conservation issues. 

In the past, the main focus of the committee was to assist Plant Materials Centers with the collection and evaluation of conservation plants for specific purposes, e.g. control soil erosion, wildlife habitat etc.  The renewed focus of the Indiana committee will be to evaluate plant technology to solve conservation issues.

The current Indiana Plant Materials Committee membership policy is located as an amendment to the General Manual Title 190 Part 480
http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/gmsupplements.html

For FY12, the following vacancies on the Committee will need filled:
1. Northeast Area - Field Representative
2. Southeast Area - Field Representative
3. Area Resource Management Specialist and/or Area Easement Program Specialist

If you meet the above criteria and are interested in participating in the Indiana Plant Materials Committee, please inform your Area Conservationist by February 6, 2012.    

Shannon Zezula, State Resource Conservationist, will discuss all recommendations with the Area Conservationists to decide which interested employees will be added to the Committee in FY12.  

To better serve NRCS Indiana customers, the Indiana committee is also seeking suggestions and ideas on plant technology issues that will help the field.  The following are examples of projects the Indiana committee could include in their business plans.  Your input on these and other ideas will help the Indiana committee evaluate the best technical answers to conservation 
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plant issues.  Potential projects include:

1. Evaluate currently used cover crops for soil health benefits.
2. Evaluate herbaceous plantings on muck soils (existing project).
3. Evaluate wild rye as a cover crop for tree plantings (Rose Lake Plant Materials project).
4. Collect data to refine tree planting and/or herbaceous planting recommendations and management on floodplains.
5. Evaluate the production and long-term applicability of various shrub species for goat browse.
6. Arrange/provide training on soil bio-engineering streambank stabilization techniques, planting/maintaining/managing herbaceous plantings, plant ID, etc.
7. Evaluate the effectiveness and additional needs for invasive species control efforts.

Please notify any member of the committee (see the list of current Plant Materials Committee members below) or Ken Collins, State Forester (current Indiana Committee Chair), to give them your suggestions concerning issues that should be considered by the Plant Materials Committee by February 6, 2012. 

The new and existing Committee members will have an initial conference call on February 16, 2012 from 10:00 – 11:00 (EST) to discuss priorities for the coming year.

Following is the current Indiana Plant Materials Committee membership:
i. NRCS State Agronomist/Soil Health Specialist, Barry Fisher
ii. NRCS State Biologist, Dave Stratman
iii. NRCS State Forester, Kenneth Collins
iv. NRCS State Resource Conservationist, Shannon Zezula
v. NRCS NE Field Employee, to be filled, (member from 2012-2014)
vi. NRCS NW Field Employee, John Young, (member from 2012-2014)
vii. NRCS SW Field Employee, Susan Grivas (member from 2010-2012)
viii. NRCS SE Field Employee, to be filled, (member from 2012-2014)
ix. NRCS Area Resource Management Specialist, to be filled, (member from 2012-2014)
x. NRCS Area Grazing Specialist, Victor Shelton (member from 2010-2012)
xi. Partners – Ellen Jacquert (The Nature Conservancy); Jim Norris (Indiana State Department of Agriculture)

Please contact Shannon Zezula, State Resource Conservationist at 317-290-3200, ext. 388, if you have any questions.

/s/ Jill Reinhart Acting for


JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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