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May 15, 2012
INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 260-12-2
SUBJECT:  INF–USDA/US Department of Education Partnership 
Purpose:  To disseminate U.S. Department of Education information on Federal financial aid and the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) through the network of USDA Service Centers across the country.  
Expiration Date: September 30, 2012 
ACTION REQUIRED BY: May 31, 2012
Background: President Obama has predicted that by 2020, 60 percent of all new jobs will require post-secondary education. He said that every American should have the ability to receive a higher education.   A key component to receiving higher education is the funding to pay for it.  

Explanation:  The U.S. Department of Education has partnered with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to distribute information on Federal financial aid and the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) through the network of USDA Service Centers across the country.   This will continue the collaboration between Secretary Duncan and Secretary Vilsack and support the efforts of the White House Rural Council in expanding access to federal programs to rural constituents.  

This effort is designed to expand the Department of Education’s outreach into rural communities where studies have shown that the usage of Federal Student Aid is markedly lower than that of urban areas.  
Action: Field office staff will place copies of the attached Web Resources Handout in view of the public for self service access by May 31, 2012.  There is no special training required for the distribution of these materials.  Posting by the end of May will give ample time for information to be made available as students are making decisions about college over the summer.
If you have any questions concerning this Indiana Bulletin, please contact Roger Kult, Assistant State Conservationist for Operations at 317- 295-5841 or roger.kult@in.usda.gov.
/s/

JANE E. HARDISTY

State Conservationist
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