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             February 22, 2012
INDIANA BULLETIN NO.  300-12-15  
SUBJECT: LTP – Potential Duplicative Payments for USDA Program Payments

Purpose:  To identify where duplicative payments may occur between the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP 2008) and other USDA conservation programs and to provide guidance listing the practices that would be considered duplicative in Indiana per CPM 440 Part 508.95.

Expiration Date:  Effective until updated on SharePoint
Background:  A Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) applicant or participant may not schedule the installation of enhancements or practices through CSP that are earning financial assistance payments through any another USDA conservation program on the same land at the same time.  The 2012 enhancements and practices were compared to practices available through other USDA conservation programs and a Duplicate Payment List was developed as a reference tool for the field to use during contract development in an effort to evaluate and avoid duplicate payments.
For all CSP applications, it will be necessary to review existing EQIP and WHIP contracts with the CSP participant and eliminate from the CSP application any practice(s) and/or enhancement(s) that would result in duplicate payments.  Only active AWEP, EQIP and WHIP (includes CCPI, MRBI and GLRI) contracts will be evaluated for potential duplicate payments.  ProTracts has a feature on the Participant page (Other Programs) which will identify any other active contracts for the applicant but it does not automatically block the scheduling of these in the CMT.

In the assistance notes, documentation must be provided to ensure these other contracts were checked for potential duplicate payments.  Specific justification must be provided for any of the listed activities that were scheduled in an application to verify the planner evaluated the components with the participant and documented that the new activity (enhancement or practice) would be above and beyond what is currently being applied; therefore, it would not be duplicative.  Completed and expired contracts would not be considered duplicative since the payments are completed.
Once current contracted practices are completed and paid, new CSP Stewardship contracts could include enhancements which go above and beyond what has already been applied to the land if scheduled the following year.  Contracted practices will not be removed from existing USDA contracts as a modification in order to be included in CSP to address resource concerns and get payment points.  
The CSP Enhancement Compatibility List is also available as a reference tool to be utilized in scheduling CSP activities in the Conservation Measurement Tool (CMT).  This list includes CSP conservation enhancements that could be duplicative if scheduled on the same land at the same time.  This list is provided to ensure that multiple enhancements are not scheduled which would address the same resource concerns on the same land.  These tools should be used for CMT completion along with the CMT User Guide and during the Quality Assurance reviews to determine if activities need to be removed from the application and CMT re-run prior to obligation into a contract. This will avoid the need for future errors and omission modifications and/or erroneous overpayments.
Land ineligible for CSP (land enrolled in existing contracts in GRP, CSP 2002, CSP 2008, WRP, and CRP) will not be evaluated for duplicate payments because the land should not be part of any Conservation Stewardship Program contract.  If these acres are included on the CSP application they need to be removed prior to obligation.
NOTE: Use the above references as a guide; however, any additional potential duplicate payment scenarios that have not been listed should be evaluated by the District Conservationist and documented in the assistance notes.  
Should you have programmatic questions relating to this bulletin, please contact Teresah P. Caire, Assistant State Conservationist-Farm Bill Program at 317-295-5820, or MaryJo Woodruff, CSP Specialist at 371-295-5811. For technical questions, please contact Shannon Zezula, State Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5888.
/s/
JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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