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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	March 20, 2012
INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 300-12-18

Subject: LTP –Announcement of a 2012 EQIP Wildlife Habitat Fund Pool

Purpose: The purpose of this bulletin is to announce a FY12 EQIP Wildlife Fund Pool in Indiana for applications focusing on wildlife habitat establishment as well as to provide an option for WHIP applications that are eligible for consideration under EQIP. 

Action Required by April 25, 2012

Employees will adhere to the following deadlines for implementation of this fund pool.

	April 27, 2012
	EQIP Wildlife Habitat Applications Selected for Funding

	May 11, 2012
	EQIP Wildlife Habitat Obligation Deadline



Background 
National Bulletin 440-12-6 announced that funding for the WHIP decreased from $85 million for FY11 to $50 million for FY12. In response to the reduced funding, NRCS worked with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to develop the WHIP Working Lands for Wildlife Project (WLWP). This project targets all FY12 WHIP funding to the habitat areas of seven threatened or endangered species across the U.S. to maximize impact of the funds. Indiana is not slated to receive any WLWP funding for FY12.

WHIP Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative (CCPI) and WHIP Mississippi River Basin Initiative (MRBI) projects in Indiana were funded for 2012.

Explanation
Indiana is not receiving any general WHIP funding for FY12. In response, Indiana established an EQIP Wildlife Habitat Fund Code to target eligible applications with a wildlife habitat focus and ensure Indiana provides an opportunity for applications switching from WHIP to EQIP to be competitive. 

The EQIP Wildlife Habitat Fund Code provides a separate pool of funds and a specific set of ranking criteria for these applications. The purpose of the Wildlife Habitat Fund Pool is to target eligible applications containing a core set of wildlife habitat development practices. Indiana has set aside $100,000 to be obligated in the EQIP Wildlife Habitat fund pool for FY12.

Indiana participants who have submitted applications for WHIP have the following options:

1. Maintain a WHIP application in ProTracts to be considered should WHIP funds become available in FY12 or future years.

DIST: 0
2. If eligible, request that their existing application be considered through the EQIP Wildlife Habitat Fund Pool.

District Conservationists must evaluate all WHIP applications already accepted to evaluate if the participant, land and practices are eligible to be considered in this fund pool. DCs should also evaluate any WHIP applicants who have already switched over to an existing EQIP fund pool and have not yet been funded.

Some WHIP applicants may not meet the Adjusted Gross Income eligibility limits for EQIP and would not be eligible.

Eligible Practices
Applications must meet all other EQIP eligibility requirements in addition to containing only practices from the list of eligible practices in the 2012 EQIP Practice Information Wildlife Fund Pool (click for link) document found on the Indiana SharePoint.

Ranking
National Application Evaluation and Ranking Tool (AERT) questions did not change for this fund pool but a separate set of State Questions has been developed based on partner input at the state level. In order to take advantage of the WHIP local resource concerns identified through the Local Working Groups, they will be loaded to the local portion of the AERT for this EQIP fund pool.

Guidance for the State AERT questions can be found in FY12_EQIP_Wildlife_Fund_Code_State_Questions_Guidance.docx (click for link) on the Indiana SharePoint.

Cost Lists
The following FY2012 costs lists for this EQIP fund pool are available on county servers at F:\FOTG\Section_I and should be copied to C:\Field_Office_Tech_Guide\Section_I for use in Toolkit. Please ensure partners who need this information also receive it. Cost lists for initiatives will be released as they are announced.
1. EQIP_2012_Wildlife.xlsx
1. EQIP_2012_Wildlife_HU.xlsx

DC must ensure that partners who need this information receive it.

Questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to Teresah Caire, Assistant State Conservationist-Farm Bill Programs at 317-295-5820 or Adam Heichelbech, EQIP/WHIP Specialist at 317-295-5857. Specific AERT and Payment Schedule questions should be directed to Shannon Zezula, State Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5888 or Jennifer Chen, Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5847.


/s/

JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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