March 26, 2012
INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 300-12-20
SUBJECT:  LTP –FY 2012 Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) Western Lake Erie Basin (WLEB) Initiative
Purpose:  The purpose of this bulletin is to announce and provide guidance for the FY12 EQIP WLEB funding.
Expiration Date:  September 30, 2012
Action Required by: June 1, 2012

Field Office will adhere to the following deadlines for the 2012 EQIP WLEB:

	April 27, 2012
	Application Cutoff

	May 18, 2012
	Application Selection Date

	June 1, 2012
	Obligation Deadline



Background
Excess phosphorus entering Lake Erie has led to a dramatic increase of Microcystis blooms in the western basin over the past five years.  These blooms have reduced the quality of water and overall health of Lake Erie leading to increased fish kills and reduced populations of other aquatic wildlife.  The Western Lake Erie Basin has been identified as a significant contributor of phosphorus to Lake Erie.  In December of 2011, a joint investigation of the Western Lake Erie Basin (WLEB) by USDA ARS, and university Scientists was conducted to identify recommendations for phosphorus reduction.  The WLEB Initiative is being initiated to address these recommendations.

Explanation
Indiana will receive FY12 EQIP funds to address phosphorous reduction in the WLEB. These funds will only be available for applications with 100% of the offered acres in the Lake Erie basin acreage.  For Indiana, the following eight-digit watersheds are identified as high priority for this initiative.  Applications with land in one of the priority watersheds may receive higher ranking points in the Application Evaluation and Ranking Tool (AERT):
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Eligible Watersheds: 
04100003, 
04100004, 
04100005, 
04100007


Priority Watersheds: 
04100004-0401 (Twenty-seven Mile Creek), 
04100004-0402 (Gales Ditch), 
04100004-0405 (Blue Creek),
04100004 -0406 (Mantz Creek), 
04100004-0408 (City of Decatur-St. Mary’s River)


Affected Counties: Adams, Allen, DeKalb, Noble, Steuben, Wells

Processing Applications
The FY2012 WLEB projects will be implemented under the existing authority of EQIP using the guidance found in Indiana Bulletin 300-11-07 (click for link).  Specific guidance for accepting applications is outlined below. 

All applications signed by the applicant by April, 27, 2012 must be entered in to Protracts to be considered for funding.

The Area Conservationist or designee will select the highest ranked applications for funding from those applications marked as preapproved on May 18, 2012.  Approved applications must be obligated by the Area Conservationists no later than June 1, 2012.

Eligible Practices
Only the practices found in the 2012 EQIP WLEB Practice Information (click for link) document found on the Indiana SharePoint, can be included WLEB applications.  The practices in the list have been identified specifically to target phosphorous reduction.

In order to reduce phosphorous loss in the WLEB area, additional criteria are required for participants to be eligible for practice code 590 through this initiative.  These additional requirements include:
· No phosphorous applications on frozen or snow covered ground
· No phosphorous application allowed where soil test levels for phosphorous exceeds 50 ppm.

Cost Lists
The following EQIP WLEB cost lists and corresponding HU cost lists have been distributed to F:\FOTG\Section_I and should be copied to C:\Field_Office_Technical_Guide\Section_I for use in Toolkit. 
· EQIP_WLEB_2012.xlsx
· EQIP_WLEB_2012_HU.xlsx

DC must ensure that partners involved receive this information.



Ranking
Field offices will use the national, state and local ranking questions in the AERT to rank applications. 

A shape file named Indiana_WLEB_2012.lyr is available under F:\geodata\project_data\nrcs\Ranking_Layers\WLEB – this layer indicates the eligible WLEB area as well as the 5-12 digit watersheds that receive additional points under state question #2.

Applications that will result in the adoption of the complete OH/IN/MI Phosphorus Management System will receive higher ranking priority.  The Phosphorus Management System includes the following core practices: 
· 329 No-Till-on all crops in the rotation, every year; 
· 340 Cover Crops-on at least 50% of the rotation;
· 590 Nutrient Management-Enhanced or 633 Waste Utilization-High Management;
· 328 Conservation Crop Rotation-meeting criteria to improve Soil Quality in the 328 standard; and
· Buffers along all water bodies as applicable (new or existing)-buffers can be scheduled as meeting any of the following standards-327, 342, 380, 386, 390, 391, 393, or 422.

Questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to Teresah P. Caire, Assistant State Conservationist-Farm Bill Programs at 317-295-5820 or Adam Heichelbech, EQIP/WHIP Specialist at 317-295-5857.  Specific AERT and Payment Schedule questions should be directed to Shannon Zezula, State Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5888 or Jennifer Chen, Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5847.


/s/ Michael Cox Acting for

JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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