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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
May 5, 2012   	

INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 300-12-22 

SUBJECT:   LTP- Instructions for Implementation of Fiscal Year 2012 Environmental Quality
          Incentives Program (EQIP) National Water Quality Initiative (WQI)

Purpose:  To establish guidance for the administration of the FY12 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) National Water Quality Initiative (WQI) in Indiana. 

Expiration Date: September 30, 2012

Action Required By: June 1, 2012

Timeline for implementation of the EQIP Water Quality Initiative is as follows:

	Round 1 Application Cut-off
	May 18, 2012

	Round 1 Application Selection (from “High” priority)
	June 1, 2012

	Round 2 Application Cut-off
	June 15, 2012

	Round 2 Application Selection (from “High and “Med” priority)
	June 20, 2012

	Obligate funds for all approved contracts
	June 29, 2012



Background
The EQIP National Water Quality Initiative will assist producers to address high-priority water resource concerns in watersheds identified as impaired by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

Explanation
This initiative will utilize 5% of Indiana’s EQIP allocation to accelerate efforts to improve water quality in three 12-digit watersheds with streams designated by the EPA for the Clean Water Act section 303(d) list of impaired waters.

This EQIP Water Quality Initiative provides a separate funding pool, specific set of eligible core and supporting conservation practices and separate ranking criteria for eligible producers with land located in one of the priority watersheds. 

Guidance for taking and processing EQIP applications can be found in Indiana Bulletin 300-12-07 (click for link).








Eligible Watersheds
The following 12-digit watersheds have been identified as priority watersheds for the FY12 EQIP WQI in Indiana:

	12-Digit HUC Name
	12-Digit HUC Number
	Affected Counties

	SILVER CREEK
	051201040501
	Fulton, Kosciusko, Miami, Wabash

	EAGLE CREEK RESERVOIR-EAGLE CREEK
	051202011108
	Boone, Hendricks, Marion

	ELL CREEK
	051202090405
	Dubois



Eligible Practices: Core and Supporting
NHQ identified a set of core conservation practices for the WQI as the most important practices for avoiding, controlling or trapping sediment and nutrients before they reach water bodies. Applications must contain a core practice to meet the medium or high categories in addition to other criteria outlined in the Screening Tool section below. Core practices are listed below. All other practices available in the 2012 EQIP Water Quality Initiative Practice Information (click for link) are considered as supporting practices for this initiative.

	Code
	Practice Name
	Code
	Practice Name

	472
	Access Control
	449
	Irrigation Water Management

	327
	Conservation Cover
	590
	Nutrient Management

	328
	Conservation Crop Rotation
	528
	Prescribed Grazing

	332
	Contour Buffer Strips
	345
	Residue and Tillage Mgmt, Mulch Till

	340
	Cover Crop
	329
	Residue and Tillage Mgmt, No-Till

	342
	Critical Area Planting
	390
	Riparian Herbaceous Cover

	386
	Field Border
	391
	Riparian Forest Buffer

	393
	Filter Strip
	600
	Terrace

	410
	Grade Stabilization Structure
	612
	Tree and Shrub Establishment

	412
	Grassed Waterway
	638
	Water and Sediment Control Basin

	561
	Heavy Use Area Protection
	
	



Screening Tool
National Headquarters developed a screening tool that is required to be used for all applications received for this initiative. The National Water Quality Initiative Screening Tool (click for link) can be found in the project folder on the Indiana SharePoint. All EQIP applications received must be entered in Protracts. Below is a guide to interpreting the screening tool category descriptions. High, Medium or Low must be indicated in Protracts for all WQI applications received:
· Ineligible Category: If all of the land in the application lies outside of the priority watersheds, the application is ineligible to be ranked through this initiative. The participant and land may still be eligible to apply for EQIP and District Conservationists (DC) must offer alternative assistance by using another EQIP fund pool.
· High Priority Category: If all of the land in the application lies within one of the priority watersheds and a core conservation practice is scheduled to be implemented on more than 25% of the offered acres, then it would be marked as “High” priority in Protracts. All Conservation Activity Plan applications must also be marked as “High” priority. 
· Medium Priority Category 1: If all the land in the application lies within one of the priority watersheds and the application contains a core practice scheduled on 25% or less of the total acres, then it would meet the criteria for Medium Category 1 and would be marked as “Medium” priority in Protracts.
· Medium Priority Category 2: If a portion of the land in the application lies inside one of the priority watersheds and the application contains a core practice, then it would meet the criteria for Medium Priority Category 2 and would be marked as “Medium” priority in Protracts.
· NOTE: Med Category 1 and Category 2 would both be indicated as “Medium” in Protracts
· Low Priority Category: If a portion of the land in the application lies inside one of the priority watersheds and the application does not contain a core practice, then the application would be marked as “Low” priority in ProTracts and will not be ranked for FY 2012 WQI. DCs should consider offering alternative assistance by using another fund pool.


Cost Lists and Fund Codes
The following costs lists for this Initiative are available on county servers at F:\FOTG\Section_I and should be copied to C:\Field_Office_Tech_Guide\Section_I for use in Toolkit. DCs must ensure partners who need this information also receive it. 
EQIP_Water_Quality_2012.xlsx
EQIP_Water_Quality_2012_HU.xlsx

The 2012 EQIP WQI will have one fund code available for each targeted watershed. In addition, there will be one fund code for Conservation Activity Plans (CAPs) available. All WQI CAPs will be funded through the WQI CAP fund code. 

2012 Water Quality Silver Creek
2012 Water Quality Eagle Creek Reservoir
2012 Water Quality Ell Creek
2012 Water Quality Conservation Activity Plans

Ranking 
NHQ developed National and State ranking criteria to be used in the Application Evaluation and Ranking Tool (AERT) in ProTracts. State Ranking Questions Guidance (Click for link) can be found on the Indiana SharePoint. DCs answer the local resource concern questions as appropriate to each application. Refer to this link for the FY12 EQIP National Questions Guidance (click for link).  

Any questions regarding this bulletin or guidance document should be directed to Teresah P. Caire, Assistant State Conservationist-Farm Bill Programs at 317-295-5820 or Adam Heichelbech, Indiana EQIP Specialist at 317-295-5857. Specific AERT and Payment Schedule questions should be directed to Shannon Zezula, State Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5888 or Jennifer Chen, Resource Conservationist 317-295-5847.



/s/
JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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