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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
May 22, 2012

INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 300-12-23

SUBJECT: PGM – Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) – Fiscal Year 2012

Purpose: To provide Indiana field staff with guidance for delivering the FY 2012 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI).

Expiration Date:  September 30, 2012

Action Required by July 6, 2012

Field Office will adhere to the following deadlines for the 2012 EQIP GLRI Signup:

	Application Cutoff 
	June 8, 2012

	Application Approval Deadline
	June 22, 2012

	Obligation Deadline
	July 6, 2011



Background: Using Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) GLRI funding, NRCS is providing EQIP assistance to eligible producers in GLRI priority watersheds in the Great Lakes Basin.

Explanation: Per an NRCS/EPA Interagency Agreement, Indiana will be allocated GLRI funds for FY12 to be used for EQIP financial assistance (FA) among the approved 8-digit HUC watersheds listed below within the Great Lakes Basin. 

Eligible Watersheds
Sign-up for the GLRI EQIP will occur in the county offices in the St. Joseph-Maumee (HUC 4100003) and St. Mary’s (HUC 04100004), Upper Maumee (HUC 04100005) and Auglaize (HUC 04100007) watersheds.

A shape file for the eligible GLRI watersheds can be found in the following folder F:\geodata\project_data\nrcs\Ranking_Layers\GLRI\2012\GLRI_watersheds.shp

Applications
General guidance for accepting and processing EQIP applications can be found in IB 300-12-07.

Field Offices should verify if existing eligible EQIP applicants are interested in being considered for funding through GLRI. All land in the application must be in the Great Lakes basin for this initiative. Indiana will accept GLRI applications for EQIP that includes land in Indiana and may include land in adjacent states within the watershed. 

Applications will be serviced in the FSA Administrative County for the offered land. If an application is received in a county where that county is not the FSA Administrative County, the application will be forwarded to the field office for the FSA Administrative County to be serviced. The field office receiving the GLRI application will coordinate with the FSA Administrative County to ensure the application is serviced. 

If an Indiana GLRI application includes land from other states, all practices scheduled on the land in other states shall meet that states’ laws. The practices must meet practice standards for the state servicing the contract, as payment rates are based on the administering state’s standards. Engineering practices in another state, with the county of control in Indiana, will be serviced by the Indiana Conservation Implementation Team where the contract is managed.

Applicants who have already submitted an application for EQIP funding will not need to sign a new application. However, a new Toolkit plan must be uploaded using the GLRI cost list with only GLRI eligible practices. The field office will also need to change the fund code and cost list in ProTracts to the appropriate GLRI fund codes. 

Applications moved to “Preapproved” by June 22, 2012 will be considered for funding. The Area Program Specialist will select applications for funding from those signed and marked Preapproved by the deadline. Applications will be selected for funding from those marked as “High” or “Medium” priority in ProTracts, by the Area Office by AERT score until funds are exhausted. All approved 2012 GLRI application must be obligated no later than July 6, 2012. 

GLRI Application Screening: Core and Supporting Practices
DCs must complete the required 2012 EQIP GLRI Screening Criteria Worksheet (click for link) on all applications for this initiative. Upon request, a copy of the completed screening worksheet may be provided to the applicant. The screening tool priority (High, Medium or Low) must be entered in Protracts for each FY12 GLRI application. 

Only those applications that meet the criteria for “High” or “Medium” will be ranked and considered for funding.

Applications that only meet the criteria for “Low” will not be ranked for FY 2012 GLRI.

Applications where all of the offered acres are outside one of the approved watersheds are considered “Ineligible to be ranked” in this initiative and must be offered alternative EQIP assistance (such as General EQIP) for future funding consideration.

The screening tool evaluates applications based on the amount of offered acres in a GLRI watershed as well as the implementation of “Core” and “Supporting” practices. Core practices are those conservation practices that have been identified as being critical to having a positive impact on GLRI goal of reducing nutrient loading to the Great Lakes. 

Supporting practices are those practices that support the implementation of one or more core practices but do not individually reduce nutrient loading. Applications must, at a minimum, contain a core practice to meet either the Medium or High screening categories.



	2012 GLRI Core Practice List

	[bookmark: RANGE!A1:B35]Code
	Practice
	Code
	Practice

	314
	Brush Management
	590
	Nutrient Management

	327
	Conservation Cover
	338
	Prescribed Burning

	328
	Conservation Crop Rotation
	528
	Prescribed Grazing

	332
	Contour Buffer Strips
	345
	Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till

	340
	Cover Crops
	329
	Residue and Tillage Management, No Till/Strip Till

	342
	Critical Area Planting
	643
	Restoration and Management of Rare and Declining Habitats

	362
	Diversion
	391
	Riparian Forest Buffer

	554
	Drainage Water Management
	390
	Riparian Herbaceous Cover

	647
	Early Successional Habitat Development Management
	612
	Tree and Shrub Establishment

	386
	Field Border
	645
	Upland Wildlife Habitat Management

	393
	Filter Strip
	313
	Waste Storage Facility

	666
	Forest Stand Improvement
	633
	Waste Utilization

	412
	Grassed Waterway
	658
	Wetland Creation

	315
	Herbaceous Weed Control
	659
	Wetland Enhancement

	561
	Heavy Use Area Protection
	657
	Wetland Restoration

	422
	Hedgerow Planting
	644
	Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management

	595
	Integrated Pest Management
	380
	Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment




GLRI Practice Information and Cost Lists
2012 GLRI Practice Information (click for link) can be found on the Indiana SharePoint under the Special Projects Tab. Only practices listed in this document are eligible for GLRI for 2012. This list contains both core and supporting practices.

The Toolkit cost lists listed below have been distributed to the affected field offices. 

· EQIP_2012_GLRI
· EQIP_2012_GLRI_HU

DCs must ensure these cost lists are distributed to any partners who need it.

GLRI Toolkit Note:
Practices to be implemented in GLRI EQIP should be scheduled in Toolkit using the EQIP-GLRI Program code.

If this Program code is not currently available, you can add it to your profile under FilePreferences”Choice Lists”

Questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to Teresah P. Caire, Assistant State Conservationist-Farm Bill Programs at 317-295-5820 or Adam Heichelbech, EQIP/WHIP Specialist at 317-295-5857. AERT and Payment Schedule questions should be directed to Shannon Zezula, State Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5888 or Jennifer Chen, Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5847.


/s/

JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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