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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
					August 8, 2012
INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 300-12-25

SUBJECT:  LTP – Cover Crop (340) policy update

Purpose:  The purpose of this Bulletin is to provide updated guidance for the Cover Crop (340)  
                 standard within all existing Farm Bill Conservation Programs.

Expiration Date: September 30, 2012

Previously issued Indiana Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) practice guidelines provided restrictions for termination of Cover Crop (340) and varied each year due to interpretation of the Cover Crop (340) FOTG standard.  The 2012 drought prompted a careful examination of the 340 standard.  As a result, the guidance provided in this bulletin supersedes all previously issued guidance and standards for managing cover crops and remains in effect until further notice.

As a result of the policy issued in this bulletin, cover crops in all existing contracts, signed in any year, can be used for fall forage harvest or grazing.  It will not be necessary to substitute FOTG practice Forage and Biomass Planting (512) for any existing contracts if a producer wishes to use a cover crop for fall forage harvest grazing.  This applies to cover crops in all Farm Bill Conservation Programs.  

The Cover Crop (340) standard allows the following activities:  grazing or fall forage harvest      (haying, baleage, silage, haylage, green chop).  Spring grazing and/or termination must still meet USDA Risk Management Agency crop insurance requirements, as applicable.

The Cover Crop (340) standard does not allow the following activities:  harvest for grain or harvest for seed.

Refer to the Cover Crop (340) standard dated July 2012 (released through Indiana FOTG Notice 211 dated August 3, 2012).

Place a copy of this bulletin in all contract folders impacted by this change.

Any questions regarding the cover crop standard and interpretation should be directed to Barry Fisher, State Soil Health Specialist at 317-295-5850 or Tony Bailey, Acting State Resource Conservationist at 317-295-5845.  EQIP program questions should be directed to Adam Heichelbech, EQIP/WHIP Program Specialist at 317-295-5857 or Teresah Caire, Assistant State Conservationist – Farm Bill Programs at 317-295-5820. 



JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist
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