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December 2, 2011
INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 340-12-1
SUBJECT:  SPA - Food Security Act of 1985, Notice for Validating Employee Types
Purpose:  To provide Indiana NRCS employees guidance for updating SCIMS information as directed by National Bulletin 340-12-5
Expiration Date: September 30, 2012 
ACTION REQUIRED BY: December 15, 2011
Background:  According to the National Food Security Act of 1985, as amended, it directs NRCS employees to have a compliance review conducted on their land enrolled in USDA programs. The Act further stipulates that five percent of USDA‘s farm loan recipients must have at least one tract reviewed every year and any government employee who participates in and receives USDA program benefits must be reviewed every three years.  It is important for NRCS to have a valid list of government employees who are actively engaged in farming operations and receive USDA benefits.  Failure to have a valid list is a deficiency of an internal control management measure.
To reduce the risk to the agency the SCIMS database was enhanced by adding “NRCS Employee/Producer” as another option to choose from on the “employee type” drop down list.  Prior to this update, NRCS employees may have been documented incorrectly in the system as an “FSA/Employee/Producer” or perhaps not recorded at all.
NRCS employees who receive USDA benefits must be correctly recorded and identified in the SCIMS database as an “NRCS Employee/Producer”.  Please work with your local FSA office to ensure all applicable NRCS employees are properly identified with this designation.  The action due date is December 15, 2011.

If you have any questions concerning this Indiana Bulletin, please contact Roger Kult, Assistant State Conservationist for Operations at 317-290-3200, ext 3.
/s/ acting for
JANE E. HARDISTY

State Conservationist
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