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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                January 11, 2013

INDIANA BULLETIN NO. 300-13-06

SUBJECT:  LTP  – 2013 Suspension of Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
                                 Application Approval Deadlines and Updates to EQIP Practice Guidance

Purpose:  To provide information regarding the FY2013 Suspension of EQIP Application 
                 Approval Deadlines and Updates to EQIP Practice Guidance 

Expiration Date:  September 30, 2013
	
       
The first round deadline for approving FY13 EQIP applications is currently suspended due several factors explained below.  The publicly announced January 18th deadline for submitting applications for the first round consideration has not changed.  The deadlines for submitting, approving and obligating applications for the second round have not changed.

New application approval and obligations deadlines for the first application period will be established when a new Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) participant self-certification form is available as explained below and Indiana Bulletin 300-13-05 will be re-issued at that time. Guidance and information about actions that may be necessary on accepting EQIP applications is outlined below.

1. Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions Reinstated through the Taxpayer Relief Act:  The AGI provisions of the 2008 Farm Bill were reinstated through the Taxpayer Relief Act.  The AGI flag check in ProTracts was re-activated causing all FY13 applications to be AGI ineligible.  All applicants are required to file AGI self certification for FY13.  FSA will provide the new AGI form to NRCS conservation program participants when it is available, but this could take several weeks.  NRCS cannot approve applications that are not AGI eligible, therefore we cannot move forward with approving FY13 applications until the form is available.  This issue does not impact prior year ProTracts obligations.

2. Practice lifespan waiver request for conservation practices (314) Brush Management and (315) Herbaceous Weed Control was not approved:  Indiana was denied a request for a variance on the practice lifespan for practices 314 (requested to change lifespan from 10 to 1 year) and 315 (requested to change lifespan from 5 to 1 year).  This impacts the number of payments NRCS may make for these practices through financial assistance programs such as EQIP.  See Attachment A, guidance from Technology, for more information about the impacts this will have for planning practices 314 and 315 in Indiana in FY13. 
a. Indiana will only offer one payment scenario for 314 Brush Management in FY13 and only on sites with a 10% or less infestation of eligible invasive species. The scenario offered for 314 is “Medium Brush Management (10-39% Canopy; <18% Slope)” at $59/acre and for 315 is “Herbaceous Weed Control Blanket Treatment Multi Pass” at $132/acre. Attachment A explains how 314 and 315 are intended to be used through EQIP in FY13.
b. All cost lists containing (314) Brush Management have been reposted to local service center servers at F:\FOTG\Section_I and should be copied to C:\Field_Office_Tech_Guide\Section_I for use in Toolkit.  DCs must ensure partners (i.e. partners working under a FA Contribution Agreement, local IDNR District Foresters, etc.) who need this information also receive it.
c. Planners who have previously scheduled the “Light”, “High” or “Very High” scenarios may keep those in the Conservation Plan in Toolkit but they must be removed from any plan uploaded to ProTracts as they will not be eligible for payment in FY13.
d. The lifespan decision also limits the 315 scenario for Tree and Shrub Weed Control, used to control weeds after a tree or shrub planting, to a single payment in a contract on the same land.

3. ProTracts Application Evaluation and Ranking Tools (AERTs) have been released: Field staff may begin ranking applications in ProTracts immediately.

4. Edits to currently released EQIP Practice Guidance and Payment Rate documents: Several corrections were made to practice guidance impacting EQIP General and Initiatives announced through Indiana Bulletin 300-13-05.  Attachment B explains the changes made to certain practices.  While none of the payment rates changed as a result of the edits, the change in guidance for practices 314 and 315 are substantial.  Practice guidance documents have been re-posted to the Indiana SharePoint and the links to each found in IB 300-13-05 will direct to the updated versions which are dated 1/10/13.  As the guidance for practices 314 and 315 have been finalized, these documents are also now available on the Indiana NRCS website on the EQIP Page.

Please direct questions to Jill Reinhart, Acting Assistant State Conservationist-Farm Bill Programs at 317-295-5820 or Adam Heichelbech, EQIP/WHIP Specialist 317-295-5857.


/s/

ROGER KULT
Acting State Conservationist

Attachments:  Attachment A - NRCS Brush Management (314) and Herbaceous Weed Control 
                                                 (315) Planning and Fiscal Year 2013 Programmatic Guidance
                       Attachment B - Updates to FY13 EQIP Practice Guidance
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