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Natural Resources Conservation Service

(STREET ADDRESS)
(CITY), IN (ZIP)
(PHONE)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
(MM DD), 2008
(NAME)
(STREET ADDRESS) 

(CITY), IN (ZIP)
Dear (NAME):

This letter is in regard to your Environment Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) (Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)) contract(s) number(s) 7452KY(XXXX) (and 7452KY(XXXX)).  You have conservation practices that were recently damaged or destroyed by the severe storms and flooding that Indiana experienced from June 1 to June 30, 2008.
While this damage was beyond your control it makes the operation and maintenance of your contracted practice(s) impossible and therefore creates non-compliance with the contract terms because you are no longer able to maintain the practice(s) in working order for its (their) lifespan under the terms of the CCC-1200 appendix, or NRCS CPA-1200 appendix, or NRCS-CPA-1202.

This situation now gives you the opportunity to apply for Equitable Relief to repair or replace the damaged practice(s).  If you wish to apply for Equitable Relief to repair or replace storm or flood damaged practices and get your contract back into compliance please complete and sign the attached Equitable Relief Request and return it me.  It is important that you file your request as soon as possible as all funds must be obligated into contracts no later than August 29, 2008.    
This letter serves as the NRCS Program Decision that your EQIP contract is in violation as a result of the damage to your practice(s).  This decision is final on the date that you receive this letter.  If you disagree with this decision you may exercise one of the following options within 30 days of receiving this letter:

1. Request an informal hearing before NRCS.  The request must be in writing within 30 calendar days of the date of receiving this letter.  Send the request to:

Jane Hardisty, State Conservationist

Natural Resources Conservation Service

6013 Lakeside Blvd.

Indianapolis, IN 46278  

2. Request mediation in an attempt to settle your concerns with this decision.  If you choose mediation, you must contact the mediator directly and make arrangements for the mediation process.

If you choose to use mediation, NRCS will pay up to one half of the appropriate and reasonable costs that are associated with securing the services of a trained mediator, unless services are provided on a voluntary basis or mediation is provided through a USDA Certified State Mediation Program.  The NRCS will have final discretion over what is considered appropriate and reasonable.  To request mediation contact:
Rural Services of Indiana, Inc.

60918 U. S. 31

South Bend, IN 46614

1-800-288-6581

3. Appeal directly to your local Farm Service Agency (FSA) committee.  The appeal must be requested in writing within 30 calendar days of the date of receiving this letter.
4. Appeal directly to the National Appeals Division.  The appeal must be requested in writing within 30 calendar days of the date of receiving this letter.  The National Appeals Division contact is:

Duane Sinclair, Assistant Director

USDA, National Appeals Division

P.O. Box 68806

Indianapolis, IN  46268-0806

If you have any questions regarding this matter please contact me at the number above.
Sincerely,

(NAME)
District Conservationist

Attachment
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