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Healthy Forest RESERVE PROGRAM

INDIANA

RANKING FORM (v. 3.1)
GENERAL INFORMATION
COUNTY:
_____________________________

DATE:           ________________________
NAME:
_____________________________

FARM NO:    ________________________

ADDRESS:
_____________________________

TRACT NO:  ________________________


_____________________________ 




_____________________________
TYPE OF OFFER (check one)




TYPE OF OWNERSHIP (check one)
Permanent:

   FORMCHECKBOX 






    Private:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

30-year:

   FORMCHECKBOX 






    Organization:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Cost-share only
   FORMCHECKBOX 


SUMMARY OF RANKING FACTOR SCORES
1. FRAGMENTATION
 (max. 10 pts.)  ______ pts.

2. CORE AREA
(max. 40 pts.)  ______ pts.
3. SIZE
(max. 10 pts.)  ______ pts.

4. WETLANDS
(max. 10 pts.)  ______ pts.

5. CONNECTIVITY
(max. 10 pts.)  ______ pts.
6. BIODIVERSITY & CARBON SEQUESTRATION
(max. 15 pts.)  ______ pts.
7. COST
(max. 05 pts.)  ______ pts.







TOTAL SCORE:
  (max. 100 pts.)  ______ pts.

SIGNATURES
___________________________
 __________

_________________________      _______
Landowner (required)


       Date

FWS (required)


             Date

___________________________
 __________

_______________________​​__      _______
District Conservationist  (required)
       Date

IDNR Div. of Forestry (optional)           Date

_________________________​​__      __________

IDNR Div. Fish & Wildlife (optional)           Date

OFFERED AREA INFORMATION
1. LOCATION:  
Section
____________
Township
____________
Range
___________

Latitude
____________
Longitude
____________

Quad
____________
HUA (12 digit code)
____________________
2. PORTION OF TRACT ENTERED INTO HFRP:  (check one)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Whole


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Portion
3. OFFERED AREA: (enter acres)
Woodlands:

_____

FW:  
_____





Existing Wetlands:
_____

CRP:
_____




PC:


_____

Other:
_____





Total acres: _____
4. Landowners Objectives: _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
RANKING FACTORS
1. FRAGMENTATION  (choose one)
Percentage of the boundary of the offered acres contiguous to natural vegetation (i.e. not cropland, roads, urban/residential, pasture, etc.).
95 - 100%
10 pts.
75 - 94%
5 pts.
50 - 74%
3 pts.
25 - 49%
1 pts.
  0 - 24%
0 pts.
FRAGMENTATION: _____ pts.

2. CORE AREA  (choose one)
Is the proposed offer within one of the Copperbelly Water Snake Core Areas (based on US FWS determination)?
Yes
40 pts.
Site provides vital corridor habitat between two or more CWS Core Areas
20 pts.
Site provides little to no benefit to the current CWS population
0 pts.
CORE AREA: _____ pts.
3. SIZE  (calculate - round to nearest 0.1)
Multiply the total offered acres by 0.1 

       ____ acres x 0.1 = ____ points.
SIZE: _____ pts.




(maximum = 10 pts.)
4. WETLANDS  (choose one)
Will the proposed offer:

A. Include 5 or more individual emergent or scrub/shrub wetlands that are at least 0.1 acre each?

Yes
10 pts.

B. Include 2-4 individual emergent or scrub/shrub wetlands that are at least 0.1 acre each?
Yes
5 pts.

WETLANDS: _____ pts.
5. CONNECTIVITY  (add A & B)
The proposed offer:

A. Is contiguous with a permanently protected area
5 pts.

Is less than 0.5 mile of a permanently protected area
3 pts.

Is within 0.5 – 2.5 miles of a permanently protected area
1 pts.

B. Will connect 2 wooded parcels of at least 10 acres each, or 
Will connect 2 emergent or scrub/shrub wetlands.
5 pts.


CONNECTIVITY: _____ pts.
6. BIODIVERSITY & CARBON SEQUESTRATION  (add A, B & C)
A. Carbon Sequestration Benefits:
At least 3 acres of Tree Planting will occur on non-forested sites
5 pts 

At least 3 acres of Tree Planting will occur as an under-planting on forested sites
1 pts 

At least 3 acres of Tree Planting will not occur
0 pts 

B. The offer area is composed of:

At least 20 tree species greater than 6” dbh. 
5 pts

At least 13 – 19 tree species greater than 6” dbh. 
3 pts

At least 6 – 12 tree species greater than 6” dbh. 
1 pts

< 6 tree species greater than 6” dbh. 
0 pts

C. Invasive species:
Invasive species are expected to make up less than 5% of the offered area
5 pts 

Invasive species are expected to make up between 5–15% of the offered area, and are not expected to jeopardize forest or wetland function
3 pts
Invasive species are expected to make up more than 15% of the offered area, or they are expected to jeopardize forest or wetland function
0 pts

NOTE:  Invasive species include Asian Bush Honeysuckle (Lonicera maackii, L. tatarica, L. morrowii, L. X bella), Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonic), Glossy Buckthorn (Rhamnus frangula), Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata), and Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus sp.).


          BIODIVERSITY & CARBON SEQUESTRATION: _____ pts.

7. COST  (Check the appropriate practices and choose correct cost)
                    REQUIRED PRACTICES (check all that apply)                                                   COST
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Forest Stand Improvement (666)
$    68/acre

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Pest Management/Invasive Species (595)
$  154/acre

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)
$  511/acre
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Tree Planting: Post Weed Treatment (595)
$    68/acre
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) – WSG
$  511/acre

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Wetland Enhancement (659)
$2788/acre

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Wetland Restoration (657)
$2788/acre
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management (644)
$  511/acre

The total restoration cost averages:

$100/acre or less
5 pts.

$101 - $500/acre
3 pts.

$501 - $1000/acre
1 pts.

Greater than $1000/acre
0 pts.

COST: _____ pts.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Additional Comments:  ______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Send Ranking Form to:
Gerald Roach
HFRP Coordinator

Natural Resources Conservation Service

656 S. Boatman Road, Suite 3

Scottsburg, IN  47170

Phone:  (812) 752-2269

FAX:    (812) 752-7066

HEALTHY FOREST RESERVE PROGRAM (HFRP) 
RANKING FORM GUIDANCE

GENERAL INFORMATION

COUNTY: The county where the proposed offer is located.

TYPE OF OFFER: Check the appropriate category:  The landowner must decide which option they want: 

a) Permanent easement

b) 30-year easement
c) Cost-share agreement only (no easement involved)
 TYPE OF OWNERSHIP:  Check the appropriate category:  

a) Private (an individual landowner, or corporation)

b) Organization (such as The Nature Conservancy)

SUMMARY OF RANKING FACTOR SCORES

Transfer all scores from the seven (7) factors and total them in this section.  The maximum allowable point score for each factor is listed.  The maximum total allowable points are 100.
SIGNATURES
Signatures of the landowner, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife (FWS) representative, and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) District Conservationist are required to complete the application.  The IDNR Division of Forestry, and the Division of Fish & Wildlife signatures are recommended, but not required. 

OFFERED AREA INFORMATION

1. LOCATION:  Fill in the requested data for the site where the proposed offer is located.
2. PORTION OF TRACT ENTERED INTO HFRP:  Indicate whether the location of a proposed offer is an entire FSA-designated Tract or is only a portion of the Tract.

3. OFFERED AREA:  Enter the appropriate acres for each of the listed categories.
4. Landowner Objectives:  List the primary reasons that the landowner is wanting to enroll in HFRP.  Objectives that may impact the management or restoration plans, such as timber harvesting, must be listed.
The restoration plan will be developed in conjunction with NRCS, FWS, and others specialists as needed, prior to the appraisal being completed.  The restoration plan will be used by the selected appraiser as a component of the appraisal process.
RANKING FACTORS

Copperbelly Water Snakes (CWS) is dependent on scrub-shrub wetlands that are interconnected by upland forested habitats.  CWS prefer shallow wetlands, such as those dominated by buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), emergent wetlands, or the margins of palustrine open water wetlands.  CWS use buttonbush swamps as basking or “loafing” areas.  Foraging occurs in the shallower margins of such systems, or in ephemeral, emergent wetlands.  Areas frequented by Copperbelly Water Snakes generally have an open canopy, shallow water, and short dense vegetation.  Thus, they are less likely to be found in forested wetlands, unless they find a gap in the canopy, or were otherwise on the edge of a forest.  
1. Fragmentation  This factor ranks the ability of the offered area to significantly reduce habitat fragmentation by connecting other areas of natural vegetation.  In general, sites associated with other blocks of habitat reduce habitat fragmentation and provide greater species diversity.  

To calculate this factor, divide the number of feet in the perimeter of the offered acres that are contiguous (i.e. adjacent) to areas of natural vegetation, by the total length of the perimeter.  Natural vegetation includes woodlands, shrub lands, wetlands, abandoned fields and grasslands that are not grazed, hayed or mowed.  Cropland (including CRP), pasture, roads, and urban/residential areas are not considered natural vegetation.  
[return to Ranking Factors]
2. CORE AREA  Under this factor, sites within the core area are awarded 40 points.  Sites that fall outside the core area, but provide for future connection between the currently isolated core areas are awarded 20 points.
The 20-point score depends on a landscape scale evaluation of each property.  The team should evaluate the property according to surrounding land use, connectivity to core areas and potential linkage between core areas.  The final decision on ranking this factor is made entirely by the FWS.  The required FWS signature on the front of this document signifies that this ranking factor was completed by the FWS.  [return to Ranking Factors]
3. Size  In general, larger blocks of habitat support higher populations, and a greater diversity of species.

Calculate this score by multiplying the number of acres in the proposed offer by 0.1.  Round the resulting number to the nearest 0.1.  The maximum score for this factor is 10.  
Examples: 100.0 acres x 0.1 = 10 points

                          120.0 acres x 0.1 = 10 points (maximum allowed)


         35.5 acres x 0.1 = 3.6 points (rounded)                                               
[return to Ranking Factors]
4. wetlands  This factor evaluates proposed offers by their ability to provide preferred CWS habitat.
Answer the questions based upon how many individual emergent or scrub/shrub wetlands (that are at least 0.1 acre in size) are present, or are planned to be restored, on the proposed offer.  Choose sections A or B to determine the total Wetlands score.  [return to Ranking Factors]
5. connectivity  This factor gives priority to offers that will connect existing blocks of wildlife habitat.  Connecting blocks of habitat generally results in higher populations and greater species diversity.  The minimum acceptable width of the offer for this ranking factor is 100 feet.  
A “permanently protected area” is an area that, because of ownership or easement, is expected to remain in protected status for a minimum of 30 years.  These areas should contain a significant amount of wildlife habitat and conform to the general intent of HFRP.  Examples include: state, county and municipal parks, state-owned fish and wildlife areas, recorded Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) easements, state and national forests, and natural lakes.  
Data layers available at F:\geodata\environmental_easements include: 

· WRP easements (wrp_a_in.shp)

· Areas managed by IDNR (Managed_Lands_IDNR_IN.shp).

Add the points from sections A and B to determine the total Connectivity score.  [return to Ranking Factors]
6. BIODIVERSITY & CARBON SEQUESTRATION  This factor gives priority to offers that will increase biodiversity and carbon sequestration.  
Planting trees will sequester carbon in both the body of the tree and within the roots.  

Invasive species, which tend toward becoming a monoculture community, reduce biodiversity by limiting the growth of native species.  
Add the points from sections A and B to determine the total Biodiversity & Carbon Sequestration score.

[return to Ranking Factors]
7. COST  More points are given to projects with lower restoration costs.  
Check all the practices that will be implemented on the offered acres.  
Divide the total restoration cost by the number of acres in the offer.  Choose the correct average cost per acre to determine the Cost score.
[return to Ranking Factors]
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