
Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) 
Indiana 2010 State Guidelines 
WHIP is a voluntary conservation program to help participants develop fish and wildlife habitat on private agricultural land, non-industrial private forest land and Indian land.  Through WHIP, the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial and technical assistance to eligible participants to protect, restore, develop, and enhance wildlife habitat for upland wildlife, wetland wildlife, threatened and endangered species, fisheries, and other types of wildlife.

Below are Indiana’s Guidelines developed from the Conservation Program Manual (CPM) 440 Part 517 (WHIP Manual) and are intended to provide specific information relevant to Indiana for implementation of the 2010 WHIP program.  These Guidelines are not all inclusive for WHIP application and contract management.  Additional details on all material can be found in CPM-440 Part 517 with cross references to CPM-440 Part 512 (Contracting).

General WHIP Procedures and Provisions

LAND ELIGIBILITY 517.22:
· Private agricultural land (cropland, grassland, rangeland, pasture, and other land determined by NRCS to be suitable for fish and wildlife habitat development) on which agricultural and forest-related products or livestock are or have the potential to be produced.  Agricultural lands may include cropped woodland, marshes, incidental areas included in the agricultural operation, and other types of land used for or have the potential to be used for production.

· Non-industrial private forestland is rural land that has existing tree cover or is suitable for growing trees and under private ownership with definitive decision making authority over the land.
· Indian Land is land in trust by the US for individual or Indian tribes OR land with title; subject to rights of use; or held in fee title by an Indian, Indian family or tribe 517.22 G.

· Lands that are currently enrolled in Emergency Watershed Program (EWP), Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP), Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) or Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) are NOT eligible for enrollment in WHIP (517.22 H).  The STC may grant exception to GRP land under certain circumstances.  Applications will require identification of these lands and the relevant programs as part of the program eligibility process. 
· Publically owned lands (Federal, State, County, or local government owned lands) are NOT eligible for WHIP benefits.
· Reclaimed mine land is eligible only if it has been released from bond.  NRCS must have written proof that the bond has been released to be eligible for WHIP.
APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY 517.22 and 512.22:

· Applicants must provide proof of control of the land (per 440-CPM-517) for the entire contract period to meet basic eligibility requirements.  The proof can be a Deed or other evidence of ownership, a lease, or letter from the owner indicating control to the applicant with specified dates. This is self certified at the time of application and verified with documentation prior to contract obligation.

· Current NRCS policy requires entity eligibility documents (Articles of Incorporation, Corporate Charter or By-laws, court orders, or articles of partnership clearly designating signatory authority).
· When an applicant is not the owner of the land, the landowner must sign the contract or provide written permission to install structural or vegetative practices on their land per 517.22 B (viii).
· USDA Conservation Program Provisions of AGI/HELC/WC must be met as basic applicant eligibility.
· Federal agencies, State and local governments and political subdivisions are NOT eligible for payments or benefits under WHIP.
APPLICANT STATUS (Historically Underserved - HU):  Limited Resource Farmers, Beginning Farmers, and Socially Disadvantaged farmers are eligible for higher practice payment rate than the established payment rate for other applicants.  These payment schedules in ProTracts will have an HU in the title for the higher rates.  Practices payment caps remain the same regardless of applicant’s status.  Applicants should go to this link http://www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/ and run the tool to see if they meet the requirements for any of the categories below.  This rate is available to participants depending on certification requirements and annual quality assurance reviews which will include five (5) percent (%) of these contracts.
Limited Resource Farmers
· Limited Resource Farmers have the responsibility to prove that they are eligible for this group.
· Prior to signing the WHIP contract, producers must show District Conservationists the following two items from the IRS 1040 for the previous two tax years: 1) the gross farm income, generally on line 11 of Schedule F, Profit or Loss from Farming to substantiate gross farm sales and; 2) the Adjusted Gross Income, generally on line 33 of the 1040 to substantiate household income less than 50% of the county median.  The IRS 1040 form must be the signed document as filed with IRS, copies are acceptable.

· All members of an entity must meet the Limited Resource Farmer requirement.

· District Conservationists will document in assistance notes that they have confirmed the Limited Resource Farmer status.  Copies of 1040’s and schedule F’s will NOT be maintained by NRCS.
Beginning Farmer
· Beginning Farmers (BF) have the responsibility to prove that they are eligible for this group and must meet the definition of agricultural producer and meet both of the following:

1.  Be an individual or entity that has NOT operated a farm, or who has operated a farm for not more than 10 consecutive years. (This requirement applies to all members of an entity). AND
2.  Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm
· Prior to signing the WHIP contract, producers must show District Conservationists at least one IRS 1040 from the previous ten years where Schedule F, Profit or Loss from Farming, has NOT been filed.  Information from Schedule F is generally found on line 18 of the 1040.  The IRS 1040 form must be the signed document as filed with IRS, copies are acceptable.

· All members of an entity must meet the Beginning Farmer requirement.
· District conservationists will document in assistance notes that they have confirmed BF Status.
Socially Disadvantaged

· A socially disadvantaged group is a group whose members have been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice because of their identity as a member of the group, without regard to their individual qualities.
· Gender alone does not apply to these groups.  There is no validation process for participants who self certify under this applicant status.  See CPM 440 512.5 for specifics for conservation programs.
APPLICATIONS: All applications will be entered in ProTracts and ranked using the Application Evaluation and Ranking Tool in ProTracts.  Ranking will be done in the county in which the producer signs up for the program and that county will manage the WHIP contract.  Payment limitations, adjusted gross income (AGI), and producer eligibility must be verified before the application status is manually changed to “eligible” in ProTracts.
CONSERVATION PLAN:  All WHIP applicants will have an on-site visit completed and a conservation plan will be developed in Toolkit on the acres being offered for application before the application is ranked.  The WHIP Plan of Operations (WPO) can include the entire Toolkit plan or a component of the plan which addresses wildlife habitat resource concerns.  Required documentation will include a resource checklist (CPA-52) and list of conservation practices that the client has agreed to install if funded.
WAIVERS TO BEGIN PRACTICES:  Starting a practice before the contract is approved by NRCS causes the applicant to be ineligible for WHIP financial assistance for that practice, unless a waiver has been granted.  Applicants may request a waiver in special cases and for meritorious reasons such as alleviation of imminent and significant environmental problems, prevention of endangerment to life or property, or adverse weather conditions.  Conditions that apply:
· All waiver requests must be written and based on an approved conservation plan.
· A WHIP application must be on file.
· The practice can not be initiated until waiver is granted.
· The practice must be installed according to NRCS standards.
· The practice is ineligible for payment assistance if the contract is not selected for funding and approval.
· The waiver will expire at the end of the fiscal year in which it is granted per 517.25 F and 512.23 C.
CONTRACTS: WHIP contracts are written with a minimum term that ends one year after the implementation of the last scheduled practice, and a maximum term of 10 years.  Contracts of two (2) years in length are encouraged in the 2008 Farm Bill.  These contracts are legally binding documents.  Practices being implemented with WHIP financial assistance as well as others being implemented at the participant’s or partner’s expense are listed in the contract.  Practices must be implemented according to NRCS technical standards.  All listed practices must be completed one (1) year prior to expiration date of contract.

· The WHIP Plan of Operation (WPO) is considered part of the contract and includes a practice implementation schedule and costs (NRCS-CPA-1202), operation and maintenance (O&M) requirements and specific habitat focus.  The WPO will identify the target wildlife species and the habitat development and management needs of that species.  Plans will have the IDNR, District Wildlife Biologist concurrence but can be created by NRCS or one of its Partners.

· One (1) practice needs to be completed within the first 12 months of contract obligation, demonstrating a need for the contract commitment, per policy 517.45 A and 512.45 C.

· NRCS will provide one signed copy of the NRCS-CPA-1202, NRCS-CPA-1202 appendix, Application Evaluation and Ranking Tool (AERT), and WHIP Plan of Operation (NRCS-CPA-1155) to the participant when the “Approved” WHIP contract is signed by the participant.
· As job sheets, designs, or other technical assistance documents are completed, they will be provided to the participant with the original copy retained in the contract file.
· Every signatory to the contract that receives any payment share greater than 0% shall receive a copy of the listed documents and this must be documented in the NRCS-CPA-06 assistance notes.
· A Dun and Bradstreet Number (DUNS) is required for entities with contracts > $25,000.00.  The DUNS number must be entered into ProTracts.  The website for applicants to apply for a DUNS number is http://www.dnb.com/US/duns_update/.
PAYMENT LIMITATIONS AND RATES:  For Indiana, in order to encourage better contract distribution through out the state, a $50,000.00 aggregate contract limitation applies to the 2010 WHIP program, as authorized in 517.46 (D).
· Nationally, an individual or entity may not receive, directly or indirectly payments that, in the aggregate, exceed $50,000/per person/per fiscal year during the term of the 2008 Farm Bill.  This Annual Payment Limitation (APL) will automatically be confirmed using the “Check Rules” tool in ProTracts.  Producers cannot receive a contract for more than the remaining balance of the payment limitation and pop-up messages will automatically appear

· Participants may hold more than one contract; however, for FY10 program year the aggregate amount of funds (2008 Farm Bill) in those contracts is limited to $50,000.00 for Indiana.  
· Financial assistance (FA) funds received in the state are divided into multiple groups as separate funding pools (Statewide Historically Underserved, Individual CCPI Projects, Individual MRBI Projects, Cropland, Pastureland, Forestland).  If there are unobligated funds in these groups after the first selection of applications are obligated, these dollars will be considered for reallocation to the other groups to fund additional applications according to the ranking scores.
· Compensation is based on a payment schedule developed from historical data collected over the previous year through the EQIP and WHIP programs.  WHIP, alone or in combination with other Federal sources, shall not exceed 75% of the average cost for practices.  In special cases, as determined by the State Conservationist (STC), where circumstances merit additional cost-share assistance to achieve the intended goals of the project, direct Federal sources may contribute to the cost of the practice above the 75% limit.
· Historically Underserved participants will receive a higher percentage of compensation determined by the STC not to exceed 90% of the cost of the practice.  Specific HU fund codes, ranking and payment schedules will be selected in ProTracts for automation of these higher rates.
· Participants may elect to use a certified Technical Service Provider (TSP) for WHIP technical assistance.  Indiana is not offering TA funding for these services through the WHIP contract due to the limited technical assistance funds allocated for WHIP program implementation and due to partnership support for the program.
· Contract items that stay on schedule, without being re-scheduled, will automatically receive the new payment rates for the current year of the contract.  Rates will never be lowered from the initial contract payment rate.  This is called “indexing” and will be a ProTracts automated increase (not to exceed 25%). Contract appendix explains this feature and it is always subject to available funds.

RANKING HIGHLIGHTS: 

· The Application Evaluation and Ranking Tool (AERT) in ProTracts will be used to rank all applications.  AERT includes National, State and local priorities.  Pending final release in ProTracts, it will be available for ranking WHIP applications.

· National questions can not be changed and must be used as released.

· The state’s specific resource concerns are: soil erosion, soil condition, water quality, air quality, plant condition, and fish and wildlife concerns specific to Indiana.

· The Local Work Group determines local concerns, sets the priority, and develops specific ranking questions that address those concerns.  The questions are reviewed by the Area Conservationist and then utilized locally.  The local points will be calculated as follows: The most important local resource priority will receive the highest points; the second most important local resource priority will receive the second highest points, until available points are disbursed to the top ten local resource priorities.
· A portion of the WHIP ranking is based on an application efficiency score.  This score accounts for the degree of cost effectiveness, the treatment of multiple resource concerns, the use of practices that provide environmental enhancements for a longer period of time, and the magnitude of the environmental benefits resulting from treatment of National, State, and local resource concerns.
· Under State Issues in the ProTracts ranking process, “Protected Conservation Areas” include: Federal/State wildlife refuges, forests, parks and nature preserves; lands protected by Land Trusts; OR other lands protected by a minimum 30-year easement with wildlife management objectives.  Classified Forested and Classified Wildlands areas are not deed-restrictive easements, and therefore NOT considered protected conservation areas.
PRACTICE AND PAYMENT RATES:
· Payments for practices under contract shall meet NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) Standards and Specifications and are subject to the Indiana provisions listed in the table below.
· NRCS must ensure that 2010 WHIP contracts do not include practices that may cause duplicate payments.  See Indiana Bulletin 300-9-35 for the current list of practices that may create potential duplicative payments between multiple USDA program payments.
The 2010 eligible WHIP practices have calculated payment rates based on factors needed to implement the practice (labor, equipment…).  These rates represent the approved compensation for practices installed according to the NRCS specifications.  These rates will appear in ProTracts with the selection of the correct cost list during contract development.  The table below lists the 2010 practices eligible for WHIP payment, special provisions and/or restrictions.

· Indiana 2010 WHIP Eligible Practice List
Payment Rate, Special Provisions, Restrictions, and Requirements

	Practices Eligible for Payment

	Payment schedule rates for conservation practices were developed to promote positive conservation outcomes tailored to the environmental needs of Indiana.  Payment schedule rates have replaced cost sharing by a percentage.  Payments are based on the statewide documented cost of installation of a specific practice. The payment is offered as a payment per unit of the practice installed. Example: Early Successional Habitat Development/Management for two (2) acres of Inter-seeding Forbs is calculated using two (2) acres (Unit Type) X $75 (Unit Payment Rate) = $150.00 (WHIP payment).  Payment schedule amounts will not exceed dollar or acre caps placed on specific practices.  The 2010 WHIP practice code and name (FOTG), available scenario, unit type and payment rates are listed below.  Any applicable caps and special eligibility provisions for practice implementation in WHIP are provided as well.


	Practice Code
	Practice Name
	Scenario
	Unit Type
	Unit Payment Rate
	Payment Cap

	647
	Early Successional Habitat Development/ Management

	Feathering Woodland Edge 
	AC

	454.00
	N/A

	
	
	Forest Regeneration Openings
	
	454.00
	

	
	
	Inter-seeding Forbs
	
	75.00
	

	
	
	Prescribed Burning
	
	75.00
	

	
	
	Strip Disking
	
	21.00
	

	
	
	Strip Spraying
	
	23.00
	

	
	· Practices are established according to the FOTG Standard 647, “Early Successional Habitat Development/Management”.
· Fields containing greater than 20% fescue will NOT be ranked nor are they eligible for payment.  This limitation is intended to encourage conversion of fescue fields, rather than just application of a disturbance practice.

· Lands being grazed or used for hay production are NOT eligible for payment.

· Strip disking of riparian buffers, grass waterways, wildlife corridors, or any areas planted to woody vegetation will NOT be eligible for compensation.

· Feathering of woodland edge practice planning will utilize the job sheet found on the NRCS Biology Home Page http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/biology/IN_EdgeFeatheringJobSheet_10-2008.doc.
· Inter-seeding Forbs will require site preparation as part of the plan.  For example, if strip disking is performed as site preparation to inter-seeding forbs, then enter both strip disking and inter-seeding forbs.

· Prescribed burning practice is completed according to the FOTG Standard 338 - Prescribed Burning.
· Riparian forest buffers are NOT eligible for prescribed burning.
· Grassland containing warm season grasses (WSG) is eligible for prescribed burning.
· Fields are eligible for compensation for Prescribed Burning only once every three (3) years on the same acreage during the contract period.  Points can be awarded for each time the acreage is burned if burning is conducted during the contract period.
· A copy of the prescribed burn plan must be present before the burning takes place AND, compensation will not be paid for burning without a prescribed burning plan.
· See the Mid-Contract Management Job Sheets on the NRCS Programs Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Home Page (http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/CRP/crphomepage.html) for additional implementation guidance.
· NRCS employees are not authorized to write burn plans or assist with igniting or spreading of fire for private landowners.  If the application is funded, the NRCS State Forester will be contacted one year prior to installing this practice to ensure policy is being followed.


	382
	Fence
	Permanent  Fence
	FT
	0.83
	N/A

	
	· Livestock shall be excluded according to the FOTC Standard 382 – Fence.

· Payment and ranking points are only eligible for fencing of streams, woodland, wetlands, wildlife lands, and grassland where livestock are permanently excluded.  Fencing of pastureland is NOT eligible for WHIP funding.
· WHIP eligibility for fencing is limited to operations where livestock are present during the evaluation period or have been present within the past 12 months.
· Fencing streams and wetlands requires a minimum setback or buffer area of 33 feet from the top of the bank of streams or edge of wetland area.
· Cost-sharing for temporary fencing is NOT allowed, payment rate reflects permanent fence only.

	386
	Field Border
	Field Border
	AC
	158.00
	N/A

	
	· Practice is established according to the FOTG Standard 386 – Field Border.
· Because the primary purpose of this practice is to provide a wildlife habitat, the minimum width of the Field Border is 33 feet.
· Livestock shall be excluded according to the FOTG Standard 382 – Fence.
· After establishment, vegetative field borders:
· Will NOT have more than ⅓ of the area mowed in any one (1) year.
· Will NOT be mowed more than once a year.
· MUST be mowed at least once during the contract period to prevent woody encroachment.
· Will NOT be mowed during the primary ground-nesting season as indicated in the most current FOTG Standard for 386.
· Is mowed to a minimum height of six (6) inches for cool season grasses (CSG) plantings, and to a minimum height of eight (8) inches for WSG plantings.  A 12-inch minimum winter height must also be maintained.

	394
	Firebreak
	Firebreak
	FT
	0.04
	N/A

	
	· Practice is established according to the procedures in FOTG Standard 394 – Firebreak.

· Firebreaks will be included in the prescribed burn plans developed for management of vegetative practices established for wildlife benefits.

	422
	Hedgerow Planting
	Herbaceous Planting
	FT
	0.22
	N/A

	
	
	Shrub Corridor
	
	1.09
	

	
	· Practice is established according to the FOTG Standard 422 – Hedgerow Planting.

· The Herbaceous hedgerow is established to at least two (2) species of vegetation with a minimum width of 15 feet. If the hedgerow is to be used as a wildlife corridor, the minimum width is 50 feet (5 rows).

	595
595


	Pest Management
	Invasive Species Control

	
	
	Kudzu
	 Year 1
	AC
	2325.00
	3 AC 

	
	
	
	 Year 2
	
	1275.00
	

	
	
	
	 Year 3
	
	1275.00
	

	
	
	
	Year 4
	
	NC 
	

	
	
	
	 Year 5
	
	NC
	

	
	
	Asian Bush Honeysuckle

Tree of Heaven

Autumn Olive

Glossy Buckthorn

Periwinkle
	Year 1
	AC
	516.00
	NA

	
	
	
	Year 2
	
	299.00
	NA

	
	
	
	Year 3
	
	149.00
	NA

	
	
	Japanese Honeysuckle

Japanese Stiltgrass

Multi-flora Rose

Sericea lespedeza
	3 Years
	AC
	92.00
	N/A

	
	
	Phragmites
	3 Years
	
	203.00
	N/A

	
	Pest Management
	Post-herbicide Spraying
	Up to 2 Years
	PR
	51.00
	N/A

	
	· Invasive species control is established under FOTG Standard 595 – Pest Management.  
· Area of treatment will be determined as follows:  If a 20-acre tract has several small areas of infestation, do NOT consider the entire 20 acres as being treated.  The total treatment acres is the sum of the estimated area of infestation.  It is an estimate of the percent of the total area that is affected.  Example: if 20% of a 20-acre area is affected, then four (4) acres (20 AC X 20% = 4 AC) is considered the treated acres and eligible for payment.
· See the WHIP Invasive Species Management Plan Job Sheet on the NRCS Programs Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) Home Page (http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whip/whip.html) for additional implementation guidance.
· If chemical control is to be used, label directions are to be followed.  If other manual control measures are recommended by wildlife biologists, substitution of a year of chemical treatment could be allowed for the species that require a three year treatment.
· Post-planting herbicide spraying is authorized during the first two growing seasons after planting for 612 Tree and Shrub planting.  



	643
	Restoration & Management of Rare or  Declining Habitats
	Restoration &
Management of Rare or

 Declining Habitats
	AC
	531.00
	N/A

	
	· Plan MUST be is established according to the FOTG Standard 643 - Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats.

	391

391


	Riparian Forest Buffer
	Riparian Forest Buffer
	AC
	400.00
	N/A

	
	· Practice is established according to the FOTG Standard 391 - Riparian Forest Buffer.
· Natural regeneration of riparian buffers is not permitted for purposes of assigning points or payment.
· The planting is considered successful if a minimum stocking rate of 300 trees per acres is achieved after three (3) years.
· Inclusion of seedlings from natural regeneration is allowable when determining planting success.
· Livestock shall be excluded with a fence according to the FOTG Standard 382 - Fence.
· Only sites adjacent to perennial streams are eligible for WHIP funding.
· After establishment, vegetative components of riparian forest borders:
· Will not have more than ⅓ of the area mowed in any one (1) year.
· Will not be mowed more than once a year.
· Must be mowed at least once during the contract period to prevent woody encroachment of competing weeds, vines and brush that would adversely impact the buffer.
· Will NOT be mowed during the primary ground-nesting season (April 1 through August 1).
· Is mowed to a minimum height of six (6) inches for CSG plantings, and to a minimum height of eight (8) inches for WSG plantings.  A 12-inch minimum winter height must also be maintained.

	390
	Riparian Herbaceous Cover
	Riparian Herbaceous Cover
	AC
	181.00
	N/A

	
	· Established according to the FOTG Standard 390 – Herbaceous Riparian Cover.
· Riparian areas are ecosystems that occur along water courses or at the fringe of water bodies.  Cover consists of grasses, grass-like plants, and forbs.

	646
	Shallow Water Management for Wildlife
	Shallow Water Management for Wildlife
	AC
	2354.00
	N/A

	
	· Established according to the FOTG Standard 646 - Shallow Water Development for Wildlife.
· See the Shallow Water Management for Wildlife Job Sheet on the NRCS Biology Home Page (http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/biology/biology.html) for additional implementation guidance.
· Compensation is authorized for structural and vegetative components only.
· Provides habitat for wildlife (shorebirds, waterfowl, wading birds, mammals, fish, reptiles, amphibians) and other species in which lifecycles require shallow water, mudflats, and/or associated vegetation.

	574
	Spring Development
	Spring Development
	NO
	1712.00
	N/A

	
	· Practice is established according to the FOTG Standard 574 - Spring Development.
· Compensation will only be allowed where livestock is excluded from streams or wetlands that are currently being used as a watering source for livestock.
· Payment for pumps is NOT authorized.
· Payment is only authorized for permanently installed tanks or waterers, and NOT for portable tanks/waterers or above-ground pipelines.

	612
	Tree/Shrub Establishment
	Tree/Shrub Establishment
	AC
	383.00
	N/A

	
	· FOTG Standard 612 shall be used for the purpose of wildlife habitat (refer to FOTG Standard 645 – Upland Wildlife Habitat Management to determine planting rates and spacing, based upon the needs of the target species as identified by the IDNR District Biologist.  Tree and shrub species will be selected from Indiana Biology Technical Note – Upland Wildlife Habitat. This will be posted at http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/TechnicalNotes/technicalnotes.html 
· Bottomland Hardwood planting sites must have a soil that is identified in the FOTG as having a flooding frequency (any duration), AND the planting specifications must contain a predominance of hard mast producing species found in FOTG Standard 645 and suitable to the soil on site.
· Payment is authorized for post-planting herbicide treatment during the first two growing seasons for weed control. Please refer to Pest Management (595) for practice scenario and payment rate.


	645
	Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
	Native Grass Planting
	AC
	194.00
	NA

	
	
	Introduced Cool Grass Planting
	
	110.00
	

	
	
	Tree and Shrub Planting
	
	383.00
	

	
	· FOTG Standard 645 – Upland Wildlife Habitat Management is used to determine tree, shrub, and herbaceous, planting rates and spacing, based upon the needs of the target species as identified by the IDNR District Biologist.  Species will be selected from the Indiana Biology Technical Note – Upland Wildlife Habitat.  Will be posted at http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/TechnicalNotes/technicalnotes.html
· FOTG Standard 612 - Tree/Shrub Establishment is used for practices containing woody vegetation for site preparation, planting dates, planting stock size and planting and storage guidelines.

	658
	Wetland Creation
	Typical 
	AC
	2091.00
	5 AC

	
	
	Simple
	AC
	638.00
	5 AC

	
	· Practice is established according to the FOTG Standard 658 – Wetland Creation.
· Typical wetland creation would involve macrotopography, levees, structures and/or extensive seeding.
· Simple wetland creation scenario is to be used for projects with tile breaks or simple ditch plugs and minimal seeding.  
· Acres implemented include only those where hydrology restoration will occur.  Buffer around the wetland will be planned according to 645 Upland Wildlife Habitat Management.
· The creation of a wetland on a site that was historically non-wetland.
· Wetland creations shall not exceed five (5) acres.


	659
	Wetland Enhancement
	Typical
	AC
	2091.00
	5 AC

	
	
	Simple
	AC
	638.00
	5 AC

	
	· Practice is established according to the FOTG Standard 659 - Wetland Enhancement.
· Typical wetland enhancement would involve macrotopography, levees, structures and/or extensive seeding.
· Simple wetland enhancement scenario is to be used for projects with tile breaks or simple ditch plugs and minimal seeding.  
· Wetland enhancements shall not exceed five (5) acres.
· Enhancement should not significantly change the primary wetland functions provided at the site.
· The rehabilitation or re-establishment of a degraded wetland, and/or the modification of an existing wetland.


	657
	Wetland Restoration
	Typical
	AC
	2091.00
	5 AC

	
	
	Simple
	AC
	638.00
	5 AC

	
	· Practice is established according to FOTG Standard 657 - Wetland Restoration.
· Typical wetland restoration would involve macrotopography, levees, structures and/or extensive seeding.
· Simple wetland restoration scenario is to be used for projects with tile breaks or simple ditch plugs and minimal seeding.
· Acres implemented include only those where hydrology restoration will occur.  Buffer around the wetland will be planned according to 645 Upland Wildlife Habitat Management.
· A rehabilitation of a drained or degraded wetland where soils, hydrology, vegetative community, and biological habitat are returned to the natural condition to the extent practicable.
· Construction of nesting islands is NOT eligible for compensation.


	644
	Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management
	Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management
	AC
	23.00
	1150.00

	
	· Payment to manage area for wetland wildlife for a maximum of 50 acres per applicant per year.

· Individual practices installed under this practice will be paid at rates established for the practices installed.

	380
	Windbreak/  Shelterbelt Establishment
	Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment
	FT
	0.66
	N/A

	
	· Practice establishment procedures and spacing in FOTG Standard 380 – Windbreaks/Shelterbelt Establishment.
· For tree and shrub species selection use Indiana Biology Technical Note - Upland Wildlife Habitat. LINK.
· Because the primary purpose of this practice is to provide a wildlife habitat, the minimum number of rows is four (4).  At least one (1) row is a shrub and one (1) row is a hard mast tree species.
· The minimum width is 50 feet when the primary purpose of the field windbreak is to provide a wildlife corridor.


NOTE:  The cap column is the maximum amount of acres or payment that will be allowed for a practice regardless of the units installed or the unit cost of the item.[image: image1.png]
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