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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Natural Resources Conservation Service
<<YOUR SERVICE CENTER Street Address (including Suite/Office #)>>
<<<City, IN Zip Code>>



VIA CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

[bookmark: Text8]DATE

[bookmark: Text5]Name
[bookmark: Text6]Address
[bookmark: Text7]City, IN  Zip Code

[bookmark: Text9]Dear Landowner/Tenant Name:

[bookmark: County]This is to notify you that as of the date of this letter, a preliminary technical determination for Farm #        Tract#       has been made. Field(s) shown in Section II of the attached NRCS-CPA-026E, “Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation Determination,” form contains the following HEL/WETLAND determinations along with the labels/certifications as indicated.

I have enclosed a Preliminary Technical Determination on NRCS-CPA-026E along with aerial photo(s) that includes your HEL and/or certified wetlands determinations.  This latest determination requested by you was performed by Name(s) on Date(s). This determination supersedes all previous USDA determinations and is valid as long as the land use remains in agriculture.

This HEL/Wetland determination has been conducted for the purpose of implementing the conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985 as amended.  This determination is not valid for identifying the extent of the Army Corps of Engineers (COE) Clean Water Act jurisdiction for this site.  If you intend to conduct any activity that constitutes a discharge of dredged or fill material into wetlands or other waters, you must request a jurisdictional determination from the local office of the COE prior to starting the work.

Other agencies may also have jurisdiction that require permits and NRCS recommends that you contact the Indiana Department of Environmental Management and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water before beginning any work.

This technical determination may affect USDA program benefits.  In order to maintain your USDA program eligibility with the Food Security Act and comply with the Clean Water Act, contact the Farm Service Agency and complete a new AD-1026 prior to performing the following activities:
· Land clearing
· Drainage (tile or open ditching)
· Filling, leveling, or dredging
· Land use changes

This preliminary technical determination will become a Final Technical Determination 30 days after receipt of this letter unless you request one of the following three options:

1. Request reconsideration with a field visit.  You along with the local district conservationist must meet on the subject site to gather additional information, discuss the facts, and for you to provide any additional pertinent information concerning this preliminary technical determination.  Or:
2. Request mediation in an attempt to settle your concerns with the preliminary technical determination.  Or:
3. Waiver of the 30 day appeal period for the preliminary technical determination so that this determination becomes final immediately.  This must be requested in writing to the State Conservationist.

The Application for Voluntary Mediation Form and procedures may be obtained from your local NRCS office.

In addition, you have the right to review the records concerning this determination in our office.

Once this decision becomes final you may appeal to either the Farm Service Agency County Committee (COC) or to the National Appeals Division (NAD).  You must file your request in writing within 30 days of this technical determination becoming a final.  You may appeal to only one of the following:

[bookmark: Text2]		Your County FSA County Committee
[bookmark: Text3]		Address
[bookmark: Text4]		City, IN XXXXX
			OR
		Eastern Regional Office
		National Appeals Division
		P.O. Box 68806
		Indianapolis, Indiana  46268-0806

If you are the owner of this tract and have a tenant, I urge you to discuss this letter and accompanying NRCS-CPA-026E with your tenant.  Likewise, if you are tenant of this tract of land, I urge you to discuss this letter with your landlord.

[bookmark: Text1]If you have any questions or would like to discuss any concerns you might have, please call me at (XXX) XXX-XXXX, Extension 3.

Sincerely,


DC name
District Conservationist

Attachments

cc:  If necessary; otherwise erase the CC: block	
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