
Indiana Biology Technical Note No. 2: Raptor Perch

Background.    NRCS has recently experienced high mortality rates to tree and shrub
seedlings on some of its restoration projects due to vole and mice damage.  Raptors are
birds of prey that are greatly beneficial in the control of rodents.  While the impact of
artificial perches on rodent population is not well documented, artificial perches make it
easier for raptors to spot prey and allow them to use less energy when hunting.
Installation of raptor perches may also help keep rodent populations low once they have
been reduced through alternative techniques.

Artificial perches can improve the hunting efficiency of raptors, especially in areas where
natural perches have been removed, by providing strategically located vantage points.
Perches can be especially valuable in the winter and early spring before the primary
rodent-breeding season.  In Indiana, Barn Owls, Great Horned Owls, Short-eared Owls,
Red-tailed and Red-shouldered Hawks, and American Kestrels may use artificial perches.

Important Points to Consider.  Raptor Perches can be erected any time of year.  They
should be placed with their horizontal axis pointing east-west to avoid instability due to
wind direction and changing visibility due to sun and moonlight.  A spacing of at least 50
yards is recommended if more than one perch is planned.

When Raptor Perches will be installed near wetlands note that:
� Raptors will feed on herptiles (frogs, snakes, etc.) and small ducks
� Perches should be installed at least 300 feet from the wetland's edge








