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2002 Farm Bill

Opportunities for Indiana Livestock Producers

The 2002 Farm Bill, passed last spring, offers expanded opportunities to livestock producers to receive cost-share and technical assistance to deal with natural resource and environmental concerns.  This Farm Bill focuses on environmental concerns related to livestock production, as 60% of the funds for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) are targeted to livestock related practices, including grazing.

EQIP has been around since the last Farm Bill passed in 1996, but this Farm Bill offers refinements.  Key program refinements for fiscal year 2002 include:

· Producers can receive payments the same year the EQIP contract is approved.

· EQIP applications will get funding based on an evaluation process that considers both statewide and local resource concerns to optimize environmental benefits.

· Livestock producers can receive cost-share for waste storage facilities.  The EQIP contract for these operations must include the development and implementation of a comprehensive nutrient management plan (CNMP).

· Incentive payments are available to livestock producers to develop nutrient management and manure management plans.

· Conservation Priority Areas are eliminated in the 2002 Farm Bill.  EQIP is available to individuals, Indian Tribes, and other entities that produce livestock or crops.
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· For EQIP contracts in fiscal year 2002, a producer that installs a single practice that costs more than $100,000 will be limited to 50% cost-share.

Important points to keep in mind about EQIP are:

· Local decisions related to EQIP are made using a local work group process convened by the Soil and Water Conservation District.  This assures that local resource concerns are prioritized and addressed by the people who know the natural resources concerns of the local community the best.

· Ag producers may receive technical assistance from NRCS, or another approved provider, to develop an EQIP Plan of Operations that guides implementation.
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For more information, visit www.in.nrcs.usda.gov
or contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service at your local USDA Service Center.

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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