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**** Employee Spotlight * * * *

Rafael Vega
Soil Conservationist, South Bend

Q: Rafael, would you tell us briefly about your roots?

A: 1 was born and raised on the island of Puerto Rico. My
mother’s name is Zania Toro and my father’s name is
Rafael Vega; and | have to say my first son will be named
Rafael, too. Puerto Rico is a beautiful tropical island in the
Caribbean Sea that has been a U. S. Territory since 1898.
Our first language is Spanish, and second is English. Puer-
torricans love great food, nice music, and great company!

Q: How did you become interested in conservation and in
working for NRCS?

A: My interest in conservation came from my parents; my
father is a chemist, who works in drinking water treatment
facilities, and my mom is a science teacher. Since | was a
child, they taught me to respect nature. This led me to pur-
sue a degree in Environmental Sciences at the Interamerican
University of Puerto Rico. During the summer of 2004, |
had the great opportunity to do an internship at the Indiana
NRCS state office through the Hispanic Associations of
Colleges and Universities; assisting with digitizing the Web
soil survey. That experience gave me the chance to see
what this agency was doing for the benefit of our natural
resources, and made me realize that working with NRCS
was what | wanted to do for the rest of my life.

Q: You are known as a passionate person regarding con-
servation. Why is that?

A: In each project, | put my heart and soul in it. For me,
everything is important, and there is no project that does not
receive my best effort. Furthermore, being taught as a child
the value of respecting nature made me an adult who be-
lieves in conservation. It is an honor to be an employee of
this agency, and when | am dealing with a customer | put
forth my best effort to influence that person to become posi-
tively involved in conservation.

Q: What activity have you found most exciting since you
began working for NRCS?

A: One of the most exciting activities in which | had the
chance to participate was the Indiana State Fair Pathway to
Water Quality. | think that educating the next generation
will provide them with the knowledge and values for help-
ing people help the land in the future. Being able to interact
with these kids, teaching them simple conservation concepts
and observing their reactions, made me understand that this

agency’s efforts in outreach activities is creating a fertile
environment for future generations.

Q: What compelled you to apply for a Special Emphasis
Program Manager (SEPM) position?

A: Since | started as a student | received guidance from
various NRCS professionals to help me understand the great
opportunities of this agency. Working with other SEPMs
gave me the opportunity to look at them as examples of the
type of employee | wanted to become. Now, my main focus
as an SEPM is to make a difference for each person that |
have the chance to attract to this agency, making sure that
he/she has the same opportunities that I have.

Q: Do you have any hobbies or interests outside of work
that take up your spare time?

A: | like to read fiction of Latin-American authors like
Isabel Allende, Gabriel Garcia Marques, and Paulo Coelho.
I love to workout, play basketball, dance to Latin music,
and explore unknown places. Most importantly, much of my
spare time is spent with my fiancée, Lindsay!

Q: What are some of your future goals in conservation?

A: | think that my main goal as a conservationist is to be-
come a good example of an NRCS employee to the commu-
nity. My desires are to help Indiana with economically and
environmentally friendly agriculture that is sustainable; to
develop my skills and abilities to become a future manager;
and to learn from the present NRCS supervisors who are
setting the example for us to emulate in the future.
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Hoosier Happenings

Raising Goats—Big Business

Goats in Jennings County have transitioned over the
years from pets and living lawn mowers to valuable
production livestock. The Jennings County SWCD
and conservation partners recognized this change and
hosted a pasture walk this fall where about 100 goat
farmers attended. NRCS Grazing Specialist Robert
Zupancic was among the presenters and spoke to the
farmers for an hour about rotational grazing. Bob
Steiner, NRCS retiree and now with the SWCD, was
quoted in the Plain Dealer-Sun newspaper saying,
“We decided to target goat producers because of the
increasing number of people who are raising them.
Many of these people are searching for answers be-
cause goat production is nothing like raising cattle.”

Time or Twilight Zones
Do you know what time it is? Hoosiers had to change
their clocks again in November to remain on Eastern

.....

......

Time, but some
counties made a two-
hour switch. Six
counties that had
previously elected to
stay with Central
Time have switched
to Eastern Time. The
counties are Pulaski,
Knox, Daviess, Mar-
tin, Pike, and Du-

5 - bois. Six northwest
_ o [ counties and  six
- southwest ~ counties
i 1 e remain on Central
' Time.
KUDOS to...

**Victor Shelton for assisting James Cropper of the
NRCS East National Technology Support Center by
programming a spreadsheet for the 2007 Pastureland
National Resource Inventory test of new pastureland
inventory protocols.

**Ben Lambeck and Todd Ames for serving as Acting
Area Grazingland Specialist while Susannah Hinds
was on maternity leave. Many thanks to them on her
behalf for taking on this additional role and ensuring

continued grazing assistance to the NW Area.

**NRCS District Conservationist Mark Eastman, who
recently proved his lack of intimidation by celebrities
and his willingness to speak out about conservation
when and wherever he can.

On November 30, stand-up comedian Drew Hast-
ings took the Bob and Tom Traveling Road Show to
Lafayette, where he performed. Hastings is known for
including the trials he experiences on his Ohio farm in
his routine. After the show, Mark approached Hast-
ings and told him that NRCS could provide technical
assistance and potentially cost-share programs to help
him with his farming problems. The rest of the story
remains to be seen....

**Joe O’Donnell, district conservationist in Carroll
County, for his outstanding statewide accomplish-
ments with EQIP. Joe has the most contracts, totaling
271; the most acres enrolled in EQIP; and the most
money allocated to contracts, totaling $4,169,045.

Shooting for the Gold

Jason McKittrick, agriculture engineer on the Greens-
burg Tech Team, spends his leisure time shooting for
the gold...that is Olympic gold. For nearly 20 years he
has practiced archery and dreamed of making the
Olympics. He placed as alternate in 2000 and 2004,
but is hoping the third time is the charm. In July he set
a new 70 meter national record, proving he is up for
the Olympic challenge. Olympic trial selection shoots
in April and May will determine who makes the team,
and we believe Jason has a good shot! Stay tuned...
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—Special Emphasis—

November—American Indian/
Alaska Native Heritage Month

American Indian/Alaska Native Heritage Month
has been celebrated during November since 1990
to recognize the intertribal cultures and to educate
the public about the heritage, history, art, and tra-
ditions of American Indians and Alaska Natives.
Tribal Americans have brought to this country
certain values and ideas that have become in-
grained in the American spirit: the knowledge that
humans can thrive and prosper without destroying
the natural environment; the understanding that
people from different backgrounds, cultures, relig-
ions, and traditions can come together to build a
great country; and the awareness that diversity can
be a source of strength rather than division.

The 2007 poster,
“We are One Family
Dedicated to Protect-
ing Mother Earth,”
illustrates an Ameri-
can Indian caring for
the earth, and reminds
us that we are all
stewards of the land.
The artist is LaDon
Smith, member of the
Choctaw  Nation,
Boswell, Oklahoma.

Contact: Kelley Barkell, American Indian/Alaska
Native Special Emphasis Program Manager for
NRCS Indiana, at kelley.barkell@in.usda.gov

Hoosiers Happenings (cont.)

Just a Heads Up

The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is
gearing up to conduct the 2007 Census of Agriculture.
NRCS employees need to be ready to spread the word
and answer questions from our customers. Field offices
will receive brochures and other promotional material
soon. Employees can also obtain information by going
online at www.agcensus.usda.gov and clicking on
“Help Promote the Census” in the box at the right of
the page.

Volunteers Get It Done

In 2007, over 700 Indiana Earth Team Volunteers
(ETV) donated 16,000 hours or $293,000 in work sup-
porting conservation in 46 field offices around Indiana.
Nationally, 78,000 ETVs donated almost one million
hours of their time to conservation practices. The total
value of this volunteer time exceeded $18 million.

Each NRCS Area in Indiana has its personal ETV
Coordinator who is able to provide information and
answer questions regarding the ETV program. Please
give them a call if you need help.

NW—Pam Devoss, Valparaiso, 219-462-7515, ext 116
NE—BIll Lambert, Auburn, 260-925-3710, ext 119

SW—Michelle Phillips, Greencastle, 765-653-5716,
ext5

SE—Pat Larr, Scottsburg/Clarksville/Hanover, 812-
752-2269, ext 111

Thank you to all our NRCS employees and District
partners for helping make this year a success!

—Nancy Manion, Indiana ETV Coordinator

PARTNERSHIP LINKS

Indiana Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts, Weekly Updates:
http://www.iaswcd.org/WeeklyUpdatesJan07.htm

ISDA, Division of Soil Conservation
http://www.in.gov/isda/soil/

Purdue University - www.purdue.edu

Indiana Conservation Partnership Strategic Plan Information
http://www.in.gov/isda/2333.htm
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PERSONNEL UPDATE

Selections:

Colt VanNatta, District Conservationist, Connersville FO, effective 01-06-2008

Mary Jo Woodruff, Soil Conservationist, Programs Staff, Indianapolis, effective 01-06-2008
William Kutter, WREP Coordinator, Terre Haute FO, effective 01-06-2008

Kathleen Judd, Area Program Specialist, North Vernon AO, effective 01-20-2008

Angela Runshe, District Conservationist, Lebanon FO, effective 01-20-2008

Joshua Richardson, District Conservationist, Richmond FO, effective 02-03-2008

Retirements:

Joel Lindley, Agricultural Engineer, Paoli FO, effective 01-03-2008

Kitty Perkinson, RC&D Coordinator, White River RC&D, effective 01-03-2008
Roger Roeske, Agricultural Engineer, NW Area Office, effective 01-03-2008
Steve Woll, Soil Conservationist, Lebanon TST, effective 01-03-2008

Featured Website—NAL
National Agricultural Library

http://www.nal.usda.gov

The USDA offers a host of agricultural information for employees and customers online at the National
Agricultural Library. Visitors can browse by Audience or by Subject and can check out the news on any
given ag-related subject. Other options at this Web site include Ask a Question, Request Library Materi-
als, Search the NAL Catalog, and much more!

December

12/10-13/07 NOPBNRCSE Meeting, New Orleans, LA
12/12/07 SE Area Meeting

12/13/07 IFEC Meeting, Indianapolis

12/17/07 Prime Farmland Forum, Jasonville, IN
12/18-19/07 Certified Crop Advisors Conference, Indianapolis
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