United States Department of Agriculture


    NEWS RELEASE
[image: image1.png]0 NRCS Natural Resources
\ =/ Conservation Service













6013 Lakeside Boulevard









Indianapolis, IN  46278










www.in.nrcs.usda.gov

$9 Million Available for Conservation Work on Farm Land

INDIANAPOLIS, November 30, 2004—USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service announced that funding for conservation work on private farmlands continues to be strong.  “Specifically, in the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), we have over $9 million in our initial allocation to offer farmers as incentives or cost-sharing for conservation work,” says State Conservationist Jane Hardisty.  “This program promotes agricultural production and environmental quality as compatible goals.  Since the passage of the 2002 Farm Bill, funding for conservation has been strong, and this $9 million for EQIP is the next installment.”

Representing the lead agency that focuses on delivering conservation to farm operations on private lands, Hardisty announced that the conservation funds are available for farmers engaged in livestock or other agricultural production.

“Applications for EQIP are accepted on a continuous basis,” says Hardisty.  “All applications we receive by December 17th will be ranked and considered for initial funding.  This is the time for farmers to apply, if they haven’t already.  Applications that were not funded last year will also be considered if the applicant lets us know they are still interested.  In some cases the producers may need to update the application.”

EQIP offers financial and technical assistance for eligible participants to install or implement structural and management practices on eligible agricultural land.  Incentive payments may be provided for up to three years to encourage producers to carry out management practices they may not otherwise apply without the incentive.  Limited resource producers and beginning farmers and ranchers are eligible for higher cost-share rates.

More information is readily available by contacting NRCS at the local USDA Service Center, or on the internet at www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/programs, then click on Environmental Quality Incentives Program.  Information at that site includes:

· State guidelines

· Ranking criteria – State and Local

· List of eligible conservation practices and costs

· Application forms
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