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USDA ANNOUNCES SELECTION OF FIRST CSP PARTICIPANTS;

112 Qualified in Two Indiana Watersheds
INDIANAPOLIS, August 30, 2004—Jane Hardisty, State Conservationist for USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, speaking from a farm outside Fort Wayne last Friday, echoed Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman in announcing that $41 million in contracts are being awarded to 2,178 farmers and ranchers in 22 states.  They will be the first in the nation to participate in the new Conservation Security Program (CSP). 

“Indiana is one of the states to participate in this debut program year,” said Hardisty, “and 112 contracts for over $1.9 million are being awarded to grain and livestock producers in the St. Joseph and Auglaize watersheds in Adams, Allen, DeKalb, Noble and Steuben counties.  We have been able to fund a multi-year contract with every farmer who qualified.”  During 2004, the average number of acres covered by a contract in the St. Joseph watershed is 509.
Speaking before a small crowd at a signing ceremony for the first CSP contracts, Ms. Hardisty said that producers would receive between $1,000 and $40,000 for a broad range of conservation work that protects and enhances natural resources including water quality, soil quality and wildlife habitat.  The farmers who qualified will be participating on three tiers reflecting both their historical conservation management, as well as their agreement to do additional practices to further enhance the environment. 

“All of the qualified applicants have achieved high technical standards for protecting soil and water quality,” said Hardisty. “These are model conservationists who we can point to as our first line of defense in managing ecosystems like the St. Joseph and Auglaize.  For them, productivity and careful stewardship are twin goals.”

While conservation incentive programs and technical assistance from NRCS date back to the Dust Bowl days of the 1930s, CSP represents the first time agricultural producers are being paid for ongoing stewardship. 

CSP is a voluntary program that supports ongoing conservation stewardship of agricultural working lands and enhances the condition of America’s natural resources. For more information on CSP and other NRCS programs see http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs.
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