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Federal Agency (NRCS) Helps Protect Martinsville From Additional Damages

INDIANAPOLIS, October 2, 2002--On Monday, September 30, 2002, representatives of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) met with Morgan County Commissioner Norman Voyles to sign an agreement to provide federal funds for “urgent and compelling” storm clean up.  “This work will protect homes, businesses, and a historic bridge on old State Road 37 from being damaged by flooding if a heavy rainfall were to occur,” according to Jane Hardisty, NRCS State Conservationist.  “There is even danger that the main State Road 37 bridge over Indian Creek could be damaged.” 

“Tuesday last week we got the request from Norman Voyles, and on Thursday we had a team on site to do the evaluation.  They confirmed the potential for flooding damages, and on Monday of this week we signed an agreement to provide federal assistance to alleviate the threat,” says Hardisty.  “The work has already begun.”  

The federal money comes from the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) Program.  EWP money is available to communities damaged by floods, drought, tornadoes, and other natural disasters.  In this case the EWP money is being used to remove trees, treetops, limbs, and other debris the recent tornadoes dumped in a 2-mile stretch of Indian Creek upstream of State Road 37.  The downed trees and limbs that the storm left in the creek could pile-up to form a dam and block the flow of water in Indian Creek if there is a heavy rainfall in the area. 

The agreement that was signed commits over $70,000 from the federal EWP program.  The biggest part of the job is 1.6 miles of Indian Creek upstream of the bridge.  The rest of the work is .4 mile in a tributary of Indian Creek.  The work could begin immediately because it is debris removal.  No excavating is included and no heavy equipment enters the channel, so there is no need to go through standard permitting processes.  The downed trees and debris are being removed from the channel now, and stacked at the top of the bank until disposal decisions are made.  EWP funds cover 75% of the estimated $95,000 worth of work to remove and dispose of the storm debris. 
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     Michael McGovern, Public Affairs Specialist,  (317) 290-3200, ext. 324
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