Indiana WREP Projects
The Nature Conservancy- Wabash River Floodplain Corridor Project

The Wabash River is a treasure chest of rare and endangered species and a critical migratory path and stop over area for many bird species.  It is a critical biodiversity resource for Indiana, and is also globally significant, with over 400 occurrences of rare species and communities within the project area.  This project will create a habitat corridor for migratory birds by filling in existing WRP lands along the Wabash River in the six county area of Fountain, Parke, Sullivan, Vigo, Vermillion and Warren in southeast Indiana.  The project will also evaluate reforestation efforts in the project area and develop new reforestation strategies for the floodplain.  A project coordinator will be hired to focus on this six county area, promoting WREP and WRP, signing up landowners, and conducting technical assistance to restore 2,000 acres of floodplain wetland/riparian forest.

Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Nature Preserves- Limberlost and Loblolly Restoration

Known as Loblolly by the American Indians, the Limberlost became the study area for Gene Stratton-Porter’s novels and nature studies to launch her to worldwide fame in 1904. Before the Loblolly Ditch was dug and the Limberlost wetlands were drained during 1888 to 1910, it was an area vibrant with wildlife.  It contained approximately 13,000 acres of wetlands and wetland associated uplands.  A century later, the crops in the drained wetlands are subject to total losses in 7 of 10 years.  The Department of Natural Resources has established over 1,000 acres of wetlands and uplands through the WRP program, and manages an additional 195 acres of wetlands.  This project will reduce invasive plant species on these lands, where natural regeneration was allowed to occur, and replace them with native plant species.  Areas where native habitat has already been established get the greatest response from migratory birds.  The wetland function will also be restored on the Engle wetland, where water historically flowed, to increase habitat acres available to migratory birds.  In addition, three prior converted areas on Loblolly March will be restored, and restoration plans will be written on 531 acres of WRP land in Limberlost swamp.
