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INDIANAPOLIS, September 7, 2005 – State Conservationist Jane Hardisty, of USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service, knows the conservation ethic of Indiana farmers.  She has been working with them as a conservation proponent for almost 30 years.

“Indiana farmers measure-up well with their counterparts in other states,” says the conservation agency leader.  “The new Conservation Security Program (CSP) rewards the best, and Indiana farmers who have been doing the right thing for years are benefiting from this program.  When you drive through a rural community you can see which farms are operated by good land stewards.”  

The new conservation program is entering its third year in 2006.  Farmers in six other Indiana watersheds have already had a chance to sign up.  The new Indiana watersheds for 2006 are the Wildcat Watershed, the Upper East Fork White Watershed, and a small portion of the Upper Great Miami Watershed.  Wildcat touches Clinton, Carroll, Tippecanoe, Howard, Tipton, Madison, and Grant counties.  Upper East Fork White is in Jackson, Jennings, Decatur, Rush, Bartholomew and small portions of Shelby and Brown counties.  The Upper Great Miami Watershed lies mostly in Ohio, but also touches eastern Randolph County.  All together these watersheds cover over 800,000 acres of farm land in the state on more than 2,500 farms.   A map will soon be posted to the link below.

Nationally, CSP will be offered in 110 watersheds this year.  There are more than 120,000 farms and ranches that are potentially eligible covering more than 46 million acres that are evenly split between cropland and grazing land. 
“We are getting the word out now so farmers have as much time as possible to learn about CSP and to prepare for the sign-up,” says Hardisty.  “There will be an announcement sometime during the fall about the timing and length of the sign-up.  And for farmers who are not in these watersheds, our message is that CSP will come to your watershed soon.  When it does, you want to be ready.”
How do you do that?  For many it’s just getting your record-keeping in order.   Is your fertility management plan up to date?  Do you have your soil test records?  And if you have livestock, is your comprehensive nutrient management plan up to date?  
Two tools are available to help farmers do a self-assessment to see where they stand.  The Initial Questionnaire and the Self-Assessment Workbook can be found at http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/CSP/csphomepage.html (linked on the left side of the page) or at the NRCS office servicing the county.
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