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Conservation Programs Prove Popular

INDIANAPOLIS, October 15, 2003 – According to Jane Hardisty, State Conservationist for USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service in Indiana, “Farmers have responded overwhelmingly to conservation programs in the 2002 Farm Bill.  That tells us that farmers are good land stewards, and that conservation programs are on the right track.”

According to this conservation official, “The 2002 Farm Bill is the greatest investment in private land conservation in history.  The investment during 2003, the first full year of the six-year Farm Bill, has been tremendous, but will increase each year of the Farm Bill.”  

“There is a huge demand among Indiana farmers for assistance in doing conservation work.  For the 2003 program year, which ended September 30, we handled nearly 5,800 applications for financial assistance.  That tells us that agriculture producers are ready, willing and anxious to do their part to protect our state’s natural resources.  We had more dollars available than ever before, and we still could fund only about one-in-eight applications,” said Hardisty.  “We hope for twice the funding in 2004, and we will be watching congressional action on funding bills very closely in the next few weeks.”

The table below shows the funding that was available in key conservation programs NRCS administers.  It also shows numbers of requests and total of dollars requested.

	
	    Cost-Share Dollars Received


	Applicant Requests
	Total Dollars Requested

	EQIP

Environmental Quality Incentives Program


	$7,401,846
	4,850
	$60,000,000

	WRP

Wetlands Reserve Program
	$10,775,000
	162
	$20,901,685

	GRP

Grassland Reserve Program
	$825,000
	542
	$13,550,935

	WHIP

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program
	$315,000
	219
	$665,000


 “I know many farmers were disappointed that their application did not make the funding cut this fiscal year, but we ask them to stay positive,” said Hardisty.  “Farmers need to keep their applications active in the 2004 application process, or possibly install practices through other programs.  Some farmers will implement their conservation plans without cost-share funding because of their commitment to conservation and desire to be good stewards of the land.”

NRCS provides technical assistance in the form of conservation planning assistance; design assistance; and installation supervision for conservation practices for these NRCS programs, and for the Conservation Reserve Program offered through USDA’s Farm Service Agency.   “The EQIP program, in particular, drew interest from a great number of Indiana farmers who want to do conservation work,” said Hardisty.  “This year NRCS staff and partnership staff stayed focused on the Farm Bill and worked overtime to assist farmers in completing their conservation plans and contracts.  Farmers will do the work to get conservation practices and systems on the ground during the 1-5 year life of their contracts.”
A complication that farmers, and in turn NRCS staff, faced this year was due to the fact that most of the Farm Bill dollars were not allocated to states until August and September.  This presented a major challenge to farmers to be ready when program sign-ups opened and to NRCS staff to submit the applications by the deadlines.  

“Farmers persistently show great interest in conserving our natural resources,” stated Hardisty. “Indiana residents can continue to observe environmental improvements as a result of Indiana farmers’ sound conservation ethics.”
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