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Conservation Agency Offers Additional Dollars to Complete EQIP Practices
Help Offered this Spring for Producers Hit by Escalating Energy Costs
INDIANAPOLIS, February 6, 2006—As part of an overall energy initiative, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) recently announced a one-time payment adjustment to offset increased installation costs of specific conservation practices in the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  

“We think there are conservation practices that farmers have put on hold because costs have gone up dramatically since they signed their EQIP contracts in 2004 and earlier,” says Xavier Montoya, acting State Conservationist for NRCS.  "This adjustment will help our producers implement their conservation plans, which will result in the protection of Indiana natural resources." 

The one-time payment adjustment will only be paid for practices that are completed between March 1 and June 30, 2006 and will focus on specific practices that have escalated in price by 20 percent or more because of rising energy costs.  The cost of installing these conservation practices (see list below) has increased considerably because of spikes in energy costs and because the costs of some building materials (like concrete, steel and plastic pipe) have gone up with increased demand for those materials following the hurricanes of 2005.
“We want to be sure farmers who might install these conservation practices this spring know about this opportunity,” says Montoya, “It is a one-time opportunity, but we think it will help Indiana farmers apply good conservation on their farms.  Producers who may be eligible, or who have questions, should contact their local NRCS field office to find out for sure.”
The EQIP conservation practices eligible for the energy offset include: composting facility, fence, grade stabilization structure, pipeline, manure transfer, structure for water control, underground outlet, waste storage facility and irrigation water conveyance, pipeline. 

Administered by USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service, EQIP is a voluntary conservation program for farmers.  It promotes agricultural production and environmental quality. EQIP offers financial and technical assistance to participants who implement structural or management practices on agricultural land.
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   Xavier Montoya, Acting State Conservationist, (317) 290-3200

   Mike McGovern, Public Affairs Specialist, (317) 290-3200, ext. 324

