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First Round Cutoff Date for Grassland Reserve Program Announced
INDIANAPOLIS, December 15, 2004—The cutoff date for this fiscal year’s first round sign up for USDA’s Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) is January 7, 2005.  All new applications signed after July 19, 2004 and prior to close of business January 7, 2005, and all fiscal year 2004 deferred applications are eligible for first round funding.  
“The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Farm Service Agency (FSA) work together in taking applications on a continuous basis for this program,” said NRCS State Conservationist Jane Hardisty.  “We will continue to accept applications after the cutoff date for future sign ups.”  
The Grassland Reserve Program is a voluntary program that helps landowners and operators restore and protect grassland, which includes pastureland, while maintaining the areas as grazing lands.  The program emphasizes support for grazing operations, plant and animal biodiversity, and grassland and land containing shrubs and forbs under the greatest threat of conversion.  

The program offers several enrollment options:

· Permanent Easement

· Thirty-year Easement

· Rental Agreement (10-year to 30-year contract)
Landowners who can provide clear title are eligible to participate for either easement option.  Landowners and others who have general control of the acreage may submit an application for a rental agreement.

Visit your local USDA Service Center to sign up for the Grassland Reserve Program and to receive other conservation information and assistance.
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