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Indiana Receives WHIP Allocation
INDIANAPOLIS, December 7, 2005—The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Indiana has received its 2006 fiscal year allocation for the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP).  This federal government agency is accepting applications now from private landowners, local government entities, and not for profit organizations.

Each application will be ranked based on predetermined criteria developed for Indiana.  The highest ranked applications will be selected for funding.  NRCS staff and Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) district biologists will work with selected applicants to create their Wildlife Habitat Development Plan.  This plan will identify the measures to be installed and a plan for achieving the participant’s goals.

WHIP is designed to encourage the creation of high quality wildlife habitats that support wildlife populations of National, State, Tribal, and local significance.  NRCS provides financial and technical assistance to qualified applicants to install and implement measures on eligible lands.  “The financial assistance can be up to 75 percent of the cost of installation,” said NRCS Deputy State Conservationist Xavier Montoya. “The program provides a significant resource for those who desire to enhance Indiana’s wildlife habitat.”  

The first round of funding will end on January 13, 2006.  All applications processed by that date will be considered for funding in the first round.  Anyone interested in applying for the WHIP program should contact their local NRCS office.  Visit http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov for more information regarding NRCS and its programs offered in Indiana. 
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Contacts:

   Xavier Montoya, Deputy State Conservationist, (317) 290-3200

   Michael McGovern, Public Affairs Specialist, (317) 290-3200, ext. 324
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