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 Announces Proposed Rule for the Conservation Security Program
INDIANAPOLIS, February 2, 2004—USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) recently announced the release of a proposed rule to implement the new Conservation Security Program (CSP) designed to reward the best conservation stewards of the most environmentally sensitive areas in targeted watersheds.   This program will reward the best and motivate the rest by identifying those agricultural producers who historically have been the best stewards of their land, while providing incentives for others to meet those same standards.
“Today is a new day for conservation,” said NRCS State Conservationist Jane Hardisty.  “CSP is a unique new program that will reward top notch conservation farmers and provide incentives to do even more to improve soil and water quality, reduce soil erosion, and enhance wildlife habitat on private lands.” 

Authorized by the 2002 Farm Bill, the fundamental intent of CSP is to complement existing conservation programs by supporting ongoing conservation stewardship of agricultural working lands and enhancing the condition of America’s natural resources.  To ensure that CSP’s limited resources are focused first on the most pressing environmental concerns, the rule proposes to prioritize eligibility based on selected priority watersheds.  The eligible watersheds would be announced and identified through a CSP sign-up notification, which is targeted for the summer of 2004.

NRCS offers a 60-day comment period on this proposed rule, which was published in the Federal Register on January 2, 2004.  As part of the comment process, listening sessions will be held in a number of locations across the country to gain additional input. Indiana will host a listening session on Wednesday, February 18, 2004, at the Martin House located at 1801 W. 86th Street, Indianapolis.  The session will be held from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m., with registration from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  “Now is the time to voice your opinion to help shape this new conservation program,” said Hardisty.  Comments will be recorded and considered as NRCS develops the final rule. 

Written comments on the proposed rule may be sent by mail to the NRCS Conservation Operations Division, P.O. Box 2890, Washington, DC  20013, or by e-mail to david.mckay@usda.gov; Attn: Conservation Security Program.
The proposed rule, as well as additional information on CSP and other conservation programs, is available on the NRCS web site at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/products.html. 
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