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USDA ANNOUNCES $15 MILLION FOR CONSERVATION INNOVATION GRANTS
INDIANAPOLIS, March 2, 2005—USDA has announced up to $15 million is available for Conservation Innovation Grants.  This nationwide competition provides farmers and ranchers a way to use innovative conservation practices to address natural resources concerns.

“These grants offer an opportunity to promote public-private partnerships that provide innovative technologies and approaches on working agricultural lands,” said Jill Reinhart, Resource Conservationist with NRCS in Indiana.  “And, this program can give local watershed groups a way to complement existing efforts with innovative conservation practices.”

Applications must be received by NRCS headquarters by March 28, 2005, and must include a Letter of Review from the NRCS State Conservationist.  Grants are available for up to 50 percent of total project costs.  State and local government, nonprofit groups and individuals are eligible to apply.

Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) is a voluntary program designed to stimulate innovative conservation approaches and technologies while leveraging Federal dollars for environmental protection on working farms. Under CIG, Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) funds are used to award competitive grants to non-Federal governmental or non-governmental organizations, Tribes, or individuals. CIG enables NRCS to work with other public and private organizations to address some of the Nation's most pressing natural resource concerns through innovative technologies and approaches. CIG will benefit agricultural producers by providing more options for environmental enhancement and compliance with Federal, State, and local regulations. 

For more information on Conservation Innovation Grants and for application materials, please visit http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig/.
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