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Conservation Program Ready for Sign-Up
INDIANAPOLIS, January 13, 2004—The Natural Resources Conservation Service today announced March 15, 2004, as the deadline for the first round of funding for the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP).  Ag producers who submit applications by then will be considered for funding.

EQIP is the primary conservation program in Indiana dealing with issues of water quality, soil erosion, and wildlife habitat.  “This Farm Bill makes the single largest investment in conservation this country has ever seen,” says Jane Hardisty, State Conservationist for NRCS in Indiana.  “In 2003, we contracted for over $7 million in conservation work with Indiana farmers through EQIP.  We don’t have the 2004 allocation yet, but we expect at least as much this year, maybe more.  We are finding that Indiana farmers are very interested in applying conservation on their land, so competition for these programs is keen.  Last year we received requests for over $60 million in EQIP contracts.”

Local and state ranking criteria have been established.  Based on those criteria, applications are scored according to location of the farm and the farmer’s plan to address identified problems.  Applications will be ranked according to potential for erosion, degradation to water quality (surface and ground water), and habitat benefit for threatened and endangered species.  The applications are ranked at the local NRCS field office, and farmers will get immediate feedback on how their application scores.
Farmers who have applied in the past will need to submit a new application and will be re-ranked under revised criteria for 2004.  Farmers who have not applied will be required to submit an application and discuss plans with their local conservationist.
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