NEWS RELEASE
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

6013 Lakeside Boulevard

Indianapolis, IN  46278

Conservation Opportunities on Working Lands

INDIANAPOLIS, September 17, 2002--The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) in the new Farm Bill offers Indiana farmers greater opportunities to address natural resource concerns and problems on “working lands.”  Working lands include cropland, grazing land, and forestland.  “Most of the land in Indiana is productive, working land, and that makes EQIP a particularly important conservation program to Indiana farmers,” said State Conservationist Jane Hardisty of the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

EQIP is a voluntary conservation program that promotes agricultural production and environmental quality as compatible goals.  Through EQIP, farmers may receive financial and technical help to install or implement structural and management conservation practices on eligible land.

With the conservation provisions of the 2002 Farm Bill, more farmers can receive assistance.  “We will be able to reach more farmers because EQIP funding is scheduled to double for 2003 under this Farm Bill.  There will be $8-10 million available in the fiscal year that begins October 1.  We will have much more to offer producers for conservation on working lands,” says Hardisty.

“We have streamlined the EQIP ranking process to make the program more accessible and more farmer-friendly.  The new streamlining will apply to all the EQIP applications we evaluate for fiscal year 2003.  The ranking process will use local priorities established at the county level, as well as statewide priorities, and applicants will get immediate feedback on how their application ranked,” according to Hardisty.  “We will re-rank EQIP applications we have not funded yet for every producer who signs up again, and they will be considered under the new process.”
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