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Farm Bill Offers Livestock Producers Opportunities

INDIANAPOLIS, September 30, 2002--The Conservation Title in the 2002 Farm Bill offers some great opportunities to livestock producers.  “This Farm Bill will help livestock producers deal with natural resource and environmental concerns on their farms,” says Jane Hardisty, State Conservationist, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  “In fact, 60% of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) cost-share funds are targeted to conservation practices related to livestock production.  This applies to both confined feeding and grazing operations.”

The money available to farmers in EQIP doubled from last year and is expected to double again to $8 million in Indiana for fiscal year 2003, which began October 1.  With $4 million in EQIP funds for Indiana in 2002, NRCS could only fund 21 percent of the $19 million farmers requested to do conservation work.  “We look forward to helping even more producers solve natural resource and environmental concerns with the additional funds this year and in the remaining years of this Farm Bill,” said Hardisty.  

For grazing operations, conservation practices might include fencing, prescribed grazing, watering systems, nutrient management, pest management, pasture and hayland planting, stream crossings, streambank stabilization, and some others.

For confined feeding operations, cost sharing is available for manure storage facilities that are part of a management system that helps keep the manure from entering streams and lakes.  Confined feeding operators who get cost sharing for manure storage facilities must develop and implement a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP).  A CNMP is a thorough management plan, and a producer who implements a CNMP is managing the whole operation--from the nutrients in the feed, to deciding how and when manure is applied to fields for crop use.

EQIP also offers incentive payments to encourage producers to adopt land management practices.   These practices might include nutrient management, integrated pest management, and wildlife habitat management.  Through EQIP a producer may also receive incentive payments for developing and implementing a CNMP or CNMP components.

“This Farm Bill offers a lot of opportunity for livestock producers, and it’s all about getting good solid production systems on the land,” says Hardisty.  “Good systems not only protect water quality, they also make good use of the nutrients that come from raising livestock.  When we use those nutrients to grow crops, they become assets instead of liabilities.”

Changes in the program for the coming year streamline the ranking procedures, give local officials more input in ranking EQIP priorities, and provide program applicants with immediate feedback on their applications.

EQIP is a continuous sign-up program so farmers can sign up any time.  To find out more, or to sign up, contact your local NRCS office.
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