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Farmers Preparing Now for Conservation Security Program Sign Up
INDIANAPOLIS, February 9, 2005—Now is the time for farmers to determine their eligibility for the newest of the Farm Bill conservation programs, according to Jane Hardisty, state conservationist for USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Farmers with a majority of their land in one of the four Indiana watersheds selected for funding  for 2005 can sign up for the Conservation Security Program (CSP) later this spring.

“This year there is just over $200 million available nationally to reward farmers who are good stewards.  Any rewards they receive for their conservation and good management efforts are well deserved.  These farmers are making a difference,” said Hardisty.  “We like to say that the ‘Price of Admission’ for CSP is conservation systems already in place that fully address soil and water quality.”

“We are now holding information meetings for farmers in this year’s four CSP watersheds.  We sent an invitation to every farmer that we know of within the watersheds,” said Hardisty.  “These meetings will show farmers how to tell if they are eligible.  Then in the next few weeks we expect Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns to make the sign-up announcement.”

Congress has greatly expanded the funding level for 2005, which is the program’s second year.  The funding this year allows NRCS to offer the program on nearly 208,000 farms and ranches in the 202 watersheds selected for 2005.  There are 23 Indiana counties, five Illinois counties and two Ohio counties in the four Indiana watersheds selected for CSP funding.   The watersheds are:

· Tippecanoe (northern Indiana)

· Middle Wabash – Deer (northern Indiana)

· Middle Wabash – Busseron (southwest Indiana/southeast Illinois)

· Upper Maumee (northeast Indiana/northwest Ohio)

The accompanying maps show the land in each watershed.  Producers can also see a more detailed county map at the local NRCS office, or on-line at www.in.nrcs.usda.gov.  Just click on the CSP feature, then select County Watershed Maps under 2005 Watersheds and look for your county.
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