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CSP CELEBRATION CULMINATES CLAY COUNTY AGRONOMY FIELD DAY
INDIANAPOLIS, IN August 16, 2005 – From a farm near Brazil, Indiana State Conservationist Jane Hardisty of USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) spoke today from the heart about the Conservation Security Program (CSP) and the producers that the program rewards.  A new program created by the 2002 Farm Bill, CSP supports ongoing stewardship of the nation’s natural resources.  

“We’re here today to celebrate participation of the Leon Mercer farm in the Conservation Security Program,” said Hardisty.  “NRCS has been a partner in cooperative conservation since 1935; resulting in seven decades of helping people help the land.  As NRCS’ representative, I am proud to recognize the Mercers and other model conservationists in the Middle Wabash Busseron Watershed and the other five watersheds selected to participate this year.  CSP enables us to reward stewards of America’s working lands, to provide strong incentives for others to follow, and to inspire producers to do an even better job of conserving our precious natural resources.” 

At the culmination of the Clay County Agronomy Field Day, a contract signing ceremony took place with 2005 CSP participant Leon Mercer on his farm.   Mercer was among the 621 Indiana producers who enrolled in CSP this year and among the 454 who have been offered contracts to date.  

NRCS District Conservationist Doris Scully spoke of Mercer’s passion for doing the best possible to improve the land and address water quality. “Leon Mercer has spent all his adult life working in the agriculture arena and preserving the family farm heritage.  He addresses resource concerns in all applicable areas of his entire farm and is always willing to learn and try new ideas to improve his operation.”    

“A leader in no-till, Mercer has 100 percent no-tilled his land since the early 1990’s, long before anyone else would consider no-tilling in Clay County,” Scully said.  “Learning by trial and error, he knows just what works on the 2,300 acres that he farms.”  
CSP, in its second year, was extended this year to 220 watersheds covering 185 million acres.  Participating watersheds in Indiana include the Tippecanoe, Upper Maumee, Middle Wabash Deer, and Middle Wabash Busseron, as well as the Auglaize and St. Joseph from the 2004 selection. 
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