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NRCS HELPS RESTORE FLOOD-RAVAGED TOWN WITH EWP FUNDS
INDIANAPOLIS, May 12, 2005—The Labor Day flood of 2003 wreaked havoc in the Town of Plainfield, particularly along White Lick Creek between County Road 300 South and 600 South.  The rushing waters downed trees, eroded banks, washed out a trail, and left debris and gravel bars in its wake.  To help restore the area back to its pre-flood condition, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is stepping in to help.
Through the agency’s Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP), NRCS will provide approximately $2.3 million for the Town of Plainfield’s restoration project.  This project represents the largest EWP funding for a single project in Indiana’s history.  The federal program requires the recipient to match 25 percent of the construction cost through local sources, which the Town of Plainfield has accomplished. 
The EWP project agreement between NRCS and the Town of Plainfield was consummated today at the foot bridge over White Lick Creek in Franklin Park.  NRCS State Conservationist Jane Hardisty and Town Manager Richard Carlucci signed this significant agreement so the cleanup process can begin.
“Repair work will include removing fallen trees from the creek and stabilizing the banks where erosion has eaten away long stretches,” said Hardisty.  “Some of the rock and gravel bars that were deposited in the channel will be removed, which will help prevent future bank erosion.”

EWP, designed for installation of recovery measures, helps protect lives and property threatened by natural disasters such as floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, and wildfires. The program’s objective is to assist sponsors and individuals in implementing emergency measures to relieve imminent hazards to life and property by a natural disaster.
The program, which began in 1976, currently is funding six other projects around the state for a total of $127,000.  Because of damage from recent floods, NRCS is considering three new Indiana projects for funding that would exceed $320,000 in recovery costs. 
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