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NEWS RELEASE

INDIANAPOLIS, November 20, 2002—Indiana received $901,250 during fiscal year 2002 to protect vulnerable farmland from development through USDA’s Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP).  With an increase in program funds nationally for the new year which began October 1, conservationists expect approximately $1.7 million for Indiana.  The program is part of the 2002 Farm Bill signed into law on May 13, which represented a historic investment in conservation.

“In 2001 there was just $17.5 million for farmland protection nationwide,” said State Conservationist Jane Hardisty of the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  “The recent Farm Bill has made $50 million available this year and all states can participate.  Over the six-year life of the Farm Bill, $597 million has been dedicated to farmland protection easements.”

In addition to the 1200 % increase in Farm Bill resources dedicated to farmland protection, the new law also allows USDA to partner with private organizations to acquire farmland protection easements.  Until recently the program was limited to government entities.  FRPP is administered by USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and—working with states, tribes, local governments or non-governmental organizations—provides matching funds for conservation easements which restrict the development of prime and unique soil resources. 

“Farmers can receive an infusion of cash in exchange for an easement that continues crop production on their land for the life of the easement,” says Hardisty.  “For qualified landowners with intentions of keeping their land in agriculture, it can be an excellent exchange and can provide needed operating capital.”

Some of the qualifications in FRPP are that farmland must be privately owned, covered by a conservation plan, large enough to sustain agricultural production, accessible to applicable markets, and surrounded by other parcels that can support long-term agricultural production.

In Indiana, over three square miles of productive farmland are lost per month to urban and suburban development, according to the American Farmland Trust.  From 1992-1997, this amounted to 124,200 acres.

A proposed rule for FRPP was published on October 29, 2002, in the Federal Register.  NRCS seeks public comments from individuals, as well as government agencies and non-governmental organizations during the 60-day comment period.  The proposed rule can be viewed at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/FBRules.html.
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Contact:

   Jane Hardisty, State Conservationist  (317) 290-3200

   Michael McGovern, Public Affairs Specialist  (317) 290-3200, ext. 324

For more Farm Bill information, go to www.in.nrcs.usda.gov.

