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EQIP PROVIDES HIGHER COST-SHARE TO LIMITED RESOURCE AND BEGINNING FARMERS

INDIANAPOLIS, June 11, 2003--Farm Bill conservation programs are highly popular in Indiana, with thousands of farmers competing to be selected to receive financial assistance.  The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is no exception. 

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) provides an additional attraction to limited resource farmers and beginning farmers.  If selected for funding, limited resource farmers may receive up to 90% cost-share rate, and beginning farmers could receive 55% to 90% cost-share depending on the conservation practice being applied.   The applicant self-certifies as to whether they meet the definition of a limited resource or beginning farmer on the Conservation Program Application/Contract.

“This Farm Bill program provides a great incentive to beginning and limited resource farmers,” says NRCS State Conservationist Jane Hardisty.  “If these specific farmers rank high enough to be selected according to environmental benefits of their proposed conservation work, they will receive a higher cost-share rate.” 

Local work groups identify natural resource concerns in their county and set local priorities for ranking EQIP applications.  In order to get the greatest impact for the dollars spent, projects are ranked according to the resource benefits they provide.  Projects are selected from the top of the ranking list until the funds for the year are allocated. 

Farmers need to go to the Web at http://www.in.nrcs.usda.gov for sign-up information or visit the local NRCS office.  
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