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NRCS HOLDS FIRST WREP SIGNING CELEBRATION
INDIANAPOLIS, Oct. 4, 2005 – A historical event for Indiana conservation took place today in Vermillion County.  USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) held the first Stewardship Signing Celebration, recognizing recipients of the 2005 Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP).  The Vermillion County Soil and Water Conservation District hosted the event at the White Construction WRP (Wetlands Reserve Program) site near Clinton, Indiana.

Of the nine national WREP recipients, two Indiana projects will receive over $1 million; namely, the Wabash River Floodplain Corridor Project, and the Limberlost and Loblolly Marsh Project.  The Nature Conservancy and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources’ Division of Nature Preserves are partnering with NRCS on the projects, leading the way for others to follow by matching federal resources for conservation efforts. 

“When USDA announced that funding was available for WREP, Indiana was ready,” said NRCS State Conservationist Jane Hardisty.  “We had already made some plans for WREP, and with the help of The Nature Conservancy and IDNR Division of Nature Preserves we quickly submitted two, high-quality proposals.  When you consider that a total of $4.2 million was available nationally, with nearly a million designated for the Ivory-Billed Woodpecker habitat and Bog Turtle Initiative, we still pulled in over $1 million.”

Lt. Governor Becky Skillman spoke to the audience in praise of the partnership efforts. “I commend you all for working cooperatively to develop these projects. You exemplify the value of partnerships and prove that we can accomplish much more by working together.  Indiana has been blessed with a wealth of natural resources and a wealth of people who are good stewards of our land and water.”

The WREP projects will work to restore, enhance, protect, and manage habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife. Because of The Nature Conservancy’s partnership with NRCS, the Wabash River Floodplain Corridor Project will receive $1 million to create a habitat corridor for migratory birds by connecting the existing WRP lands along the Wabash River in six Indiana counties. The project will also evaluate reforestation efforts and develop new reforestation strategies for the floodplain.


In northeastern Indiana, the Limberlost and Loblolly Marsh Project will receive $60,362 as NRCS partners with IDNR’s Divison of Nature Preserves. The project will replace invasive plant species with native plants, which will attract migratory birds. The wetland function will be restored on the Engle wetland (where water historically flowed) to increase habitat acres available to migratory birds. Three areas on Loblolly Marsh will be restored to wetland conditions, and restoration plans will be developed on 531 acres of WRP land in Limberlost Swamp.
#

Contacts:

   Jane Hardisty, NRCS State Conservationist, (317) 290-3200   
   Michael McGovern, NRCS Public Affairs Specialist, (317) 290-3200, ext. 324

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
