NEWS RELEASE
United States Department of Agriculture


           
[image: image1.png]0 NRCS Natural Resources
\ =/ Conservation Service




6013 Lakeside Boulevard









Indianapolis, IN  46278










www.in.nrcs.usda.gov

USDA ANNOUNCES WETLANDS RESERVE ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM FUNDS
Indiana to receive $1.6 Million
INDIANAPOLIS, August 22, 2005 – Agriculture Deputy Secretary Chuck Conner announced that nine partnership proposals will receive nearly $4.2 million through the Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP) to restore, enhance, protect and manage habitat for migratory birds and other wetland-dependent wildlife. Of the nine recipients, two Indiana projects will receive over $1 million; namely, the Wabash River Floodplain Corridor Project, and the Limberlost and Loblolly Marshes Project.
Conner made the announcement at the Indiana State Fair, prior to holding the eighth in a series of USDA Farm Bill Forums that are currently being held across the country by Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns, Conner and other USDA officials.

“We are thrilled that out of the nine proposals two Indiana projects were selected for funding through WREP,” said State Conservationist Jane Hardisty of USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). “These projects exemplify the best of cooperative conservation as NRCS partners with The Nature Conservancy and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources.  One fourth of this year’s WREP funding is coming to Indiana because of the high quality proposals submitted by these partners.  These two partners are leading the way for others to follow by matching federal resources for conservation efforts.”
The request for proposals and available funding were announced by USDA on May 16, 2005.  The federal funds will be matched by almost $15.5 million in contributions from a variety of partners. This year’s WREP partnerships help with restoration activities while also reducing agency costs by as much as $3,700 per acre in some areas. 

The following WREP proposals have been approved.

	Name of Partner
	Description of Project Proposal
	Funding

	AR: Mississippi River Trust
	Recovery Initiative for Ivory-billed woodpecker
	$300,000

	AR: The Nature Conservancy
	Habitat restoration project for Ivory-billed woodpecker
	$500,000

	PA: Environmental Defense
	Bog Turtle Initiative
	$43,350

	NJ: Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey
	Restoration at Mill Brook and Oldmans Creek for bog turtle habitat
	$69,134

	IN: The Nature Conservancy
	Wabash River Floodplain Corridor Project
	$1,000,000

	LA and MS: Mississippi River Trust
	Moist Soil Management on Restored Wetlands
	$1,500,000

	IA: Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources
	Accelerated Development of Wetland Complexes
	$525,000

	WA: Tulalip Tribes of Washington
	Qwuloolt Wetlands Reserve Project
	$176,400

	IN: Indiana Dept. of Natural Resources
	Limberlost and Loblolly Marshes Project
	$60,362


Additional information on WREP is at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp  

#

Note: Indiana WREP projects described on attachment.
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