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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART TO HEART’ WITH HARDISTY

**Since the EQIP final rule was published May 30th, our field personnel have been kept busy ranking applications from farmers. EQIP, one of the largest programs in the Farm Bill, is very popular with Hoosier farmers. Producers who sign up for the program by Friday, June 13, will be considered in the first round of EQIP funding.  All “High High” applications need to be sent to the state office by June 30, 2003.

   We will continue to accept applications throughout the remainder of the fiscal year.  States that achieve a high level of program efficiency are eligible to receive additional program dollars.

**I had the opportunity on May 28th to attend the joint Pitcher Lake Watershed and Southwest Indiana Brine Coalition (SWIBC) field day in Posey County.  Pitcher Lake Watershed Coordinator Geralyn Bradley presented best management practices implemented within the watershed to keep soil, nutrients, and pesticides from entering the waterways and degrading Pitcher Lake (an ox-bow lake).  SWIBC Coordinator Larry Hazlewood showed the destructive effects to the soil from brine contamination and measures taken to remediate the damage and restore vegetation.

   The SWIBC is a unique partnership effort that involves SWCDs, IDNR Division of Soil Conservation, and NRCS.  The Four Rivers RC&D administers their grants. 

EARTH TEAM VOLUNTEERS HONORED—Carroll County Earth Team volunteers were recognized for their hard work on Saturday, June 7.  Over 130 volunteers have been very active this past year making preparations for the July 4th grand opening of a new Wabash and Erie Canal Interpretive Center.  The volunteers were treated to a “sneak preview” of the new center as part of the recognition ceremony.

   Team Leader Dan McCain and the volunteers have made tremendous contributions to Carroll County throughout the years.  They have resurrected many remnants of the old canal and transformed these previously neglected “eyesores” into beautiful parks and walking trails.  The addition of the interpretive center will make Carroll County a “must see” destination for canal and history buffs. – Joe O’Donnell, Delphi

DID YOU KNOW?

 **The average human heart beats 100,000 times a day. Make those beats count!
“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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********************************************************************

10th ANNUAL RIVER RAFTING EXPEDITION ANNOUNCED—Arrow Head Country Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Area, Inc., will again sponsor a River Rafting Expedition.  Our Education Committee is busy putting together the details to float the Tippecanoe River as it flows through the Tippecanoe River State Park in Pulaski County.  The program is being offered on September 9, 10, 11, 16, & 17.  

   The River Rafting Expedition, which is designed for high school aged students, allows them to float down the river and take in presentations on forestry, soils, water quality, mussels, other wildlife, and history of the area.  The lessons take advantage of their surroundings and experiences and teach them while they are having fun.  Students also learn about teamwork as they work together to maneuver the rafts downstream.

   Cost of the program is $5.00 per person and it is open to all high school students in our ten county RC&D area.  For more information about this unique program or to receive a pre-registration flier, contact the RC&D office at 574-946-3022.  

*****

PURDUE FORAGE DAY—The Purdue University Cooperative Extension Service and the Indiana Forage Council are sponsoring a Forage Day on the Dennis Smeltzer Family Farm in Middlebury on June 26 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (EST).  The location is ¼ mile north of the Smeltzer residence (54835 CR 8) and is on the west side of CR 8 at the intersection of CR 8 and CR 10.

   Come rain or shine to hear educational topics and view educational and equipment demonstrations. The day will include a Hay Quality Contest, which must be entered by 11 a.m. – Darrell Brown, Indianapolis

*****  

FOREST SOILS WORKSHOP PLANNED—Register early for a discounted rate for the 23rd Annual Central States Forest Soils Workshop, which will be held in Scottsburg on October 14-16.  Pre-registration for the workshop must be received before September 16 for you to pay the discounted rate of $55 (student registration fee $25). Late registration will be $75 (student registration fee $45). Go to http://www.agriculture.purdue.edu//fnr/Temp/10-16-03Soilsl.pdf for registration and workshop information. For additional information you may also contact Ken Collins or Gary Struben at the NRCS State Office at (317) 290-3200, ext. 356 and 373 respectively.

   The host hotel, Best Western Scottsburg Inn, is offering a special group rate of $55 plus tax if reservations are made by October 7. Call (812) 752-2212 for hotel reservations, and inform them you are with the workshop. – Gary Struben, Indianapolis

*****

FARM TOUR OFFERS PLETHORA OF CONSERVATION HIGHLIGHTS—The Lawrence County SWCD invites you to attend the Summer Farm Tour on July 1 from 2:00-6:00 p.m. at Mike and Judy Chandler’s farm in Bedford. The farm is located at 10221 US Highway 50 West. Enjoy a steak sandwich, chips, drink and tour of the farm for $5.00.  Some of the highlights include riparian wildlife, warm season grasses, small wildlife pond development, wetland development and management, cave/karst protection, conservation buffers, trail erosion protection, alfalfa orchard grass fields, erosion control fabric, and rotational grazing, just to name a few.  Representatives from NRCS, SWCD, IDNR, and Purdue University will speak at this event.

   Call the Lawrence County SWCD at 812-279-8117, ext. 3, or Lawrence County Extension at 812-275-4623 for reservations.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

*****

ATTENTION OUTDOORS WOMEN!!—The first Annual Women in the Outdoors Program will be held on Saturday, August 16, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Washington Conservation Club in Washington, Indiana. The Daviess County Longbeards Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation is sponsoring this event.

   Women in the Outdoors is dedicated to providing interactive outdoor educational opportunities for women ages 14 and older, as well as providing a network for women with similar outdoor interests.  The sponsor’s goal is to teach the importance of responsible wildlife management and increase participation in outdoor related activities. Some sessions to be offered include butterfly gardening, archery, outdoor cooking, and more! 

   For more information and to register contact Donna Keller at 812-254-6907 or dkeller@dmrtc.net. Registration deadline is August 11. – Sally Christie, Daviess County SWCD 

*****

SOCIETY SEEKS EDUCATIONAL COORDINATOR—“Friends of the Muscatatuck River Society” is accepting applications for a part-time water quality educational coordinator position. The main objective of this grant project is to monitor and improve the Muscatatuck River water quality through public education, creating marketing materials, organizing river cleanups, and expanding community partnerships.

   This is a two-year contract, spanning from 7-1-2003 to 6-30-2005. The position will require a flexible schedule of 24 hours/week, including some Saturdays and evenings. Most of the work will be in Jennings County. Candidates must have a high school diploma and valid driver’s license with dependable transportation.  A bachelor’s degree in environmental science or a related field is preferred. Being successful in marketing, public relations, public speaking and education program development is necessary.  Excellent organizational and leadership skills are a must.

   Depending upon qualifications and experience, an annual salary up to $20,400 plus a benefits supplement is available.  Applications will be accepted until June 1 or the position is filled. Mail resume (in Word format) to fomrs@yahoo.com or to Friends of the Muscatatuck River Society, 2925 North County Road 90 East, North Vernon, IN 47265-9597.

*****

HAMILTON COUNTY HOSTS WHITE RIVER TOUR—Join NRCS, the Hamilton County SWCD, Hamilton County Historical Society, and the Naturalist Staff from the Hamilton County Parks Department as they spend a day on June 18th canoeing down the White River to explore some of the most interesting sites in Indiana. The journey will begin at the new county park in Strawtown and continue to Noblesville. Facilitators will lead the group in education-related activities and discuss topics such as Protection of our Natural Resources, Water Quality and Wildlife on the River, and Hamilton County Pre-History/Native American Culture. Cost is $10, which includes morning snack, canoe, lunch, refreshments, and all safety gear.  

   Space is limited, so register early. Contact Amanda Smith at 317-848-0576 to register. – Aaron Lauster, Noblesville

*****

NACD NORTH CENTRAL REGION MEETING SCHEDULED—No-Till and Conservation Buffer training will be offered at this year’s NACD North Central Region Meeting to be held July 14-15 in Madison, WI.  For information, download the meeting brochure by clicking on http://www.wlwca.org/Pages/NACDNCRegionBrochure.pdf. 

***** 

NEW RIVERWATCH TRAINING PLANNED—Hoosier Riverwatch is promoting an awesome new program and doing workshops on it this summer, namely, “Protecting Our Watershed” (POW).  POW was developed by GREEN as a “next step” for water monitoring.  It guides a group of students or adults through the process of analyzing their water data, looking for potential problems in a watershed, selecting a problem, researching the problem, and taking community action to deal with it.  We will be holding a training workshop on POW at Salamonie on August 2. The training and materials ($65 value including manual, posters, and tips cards) are free for Riverwatch-trained teachers or volunteers.

   You can find more information about POW at http://www.green.org/resources/. This site also has excellent resources to download including worksheets related to water monitoring and the community action process.  Contact Lyn or Jan at Hoosier Riverwatch via riverinfo@dnr.state.in.us or 317-541-0617 for more information.  

   To register for the training, contact Stacie Henderson at the Wells County SWCD at stacia-henderson@iaswcd.org or call 260-824-0624, ext. 3.

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Jun 12 – Project Underground Workshop, Twin Lakes Lodge, Bloomington

Jun 18 – White River Floating Classroom, Noblesville

Jun 18-19 – Federal Women’s Training Seminar, Lawrence North High School,

   Indianapolis

Jun 24-25 - ArcView Training, NRCS State Office, Indianapolis

Jun 26 – Purdue Forage Day, Smeltzer Family Farm, Middlebury

Jul 1 – GIS for Economic Development, Polis Center, IUPUI, Indianapolis

Jul 1 – Summer Farm Tour, Chandler Farm, Bedford

Jul 8-9 – ArcView Training, NRCS State Office, Indianapolis

Jul 14-16 – NACD North Central Region, Madison, WI

Jul 26 – Adventures with Nature, Tipsaw Lake, northern Perry County

Jul 26-30 – SWCS International Conference, Spokane, WA

Aug 2 – Hoosier Riverwatch’s Protecting Our Watersheds Training, Salamonie

Aug 6-17 – Indiana State Fair

Aug 16 – Women in the Outdoors Program, Washington Conservation Club, 

   Washington, IN

Sep 9,10,11,16,17 – River Rafting Expedition along Tippecanoe River,

   Pulaski County

Oct 14-16 – Central States Forest Soils Workshop, Scottsburg

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.

************************************************************






















