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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

AND THE AWARD GOES TO . . .—On July 30th, seven innovative projects that protect our natural resources will receive the Soil and Water Conservation Society’s prestigious Merit Award at the Society’s international conference in Spokane, Washington.  Nominations for the Merit Award come from all over the United States and the world to compete against other organized activities that promote conservation of soil, water, or related natural resources.  One of the seven recipients is the Tippecanoe SWCD for their “Water on Wheels” project.

   Water on Wheels consists of a self-contained mobile lab that goes directly to students to teach the importance of water quality. The District, various community members, educators, and Purdue University worked together in designing and equipping a converted recreational vehicle to address the growing water quality concerns in the area. The mobile lab uses educational activity books and the expertise of a water quality educator, along with hands-on activities to enhance and promote water quality conservation to children in grades two through 12.  Students become water molecules, learn about watersheds, compete in water Olympics, and do actual water monitoring in the hopes to enhance understanding.  It is through this hands-on approach that students can take what they learn into adulthood for positive change.

   On behalf of the Conservation Partnership we congratulate the Tippecanoe SWCD for their achievements and for receiving this distinguished award. 

NRCS TOOLKIT/PROTRACTS DEMONSTRATED—NRCS Toolkit/Protracts is a demonstration of conservation technology and on-going integration of agency business applications.  This new technology will be demonstrated in booth #31 of the Spokane Convention Center exhibit hall (NE and NW Quadrants) during the Soil and Water Conservation Society’s international conference in Spokane, Washington, July 26-30.

   Both Toolkit and Protracts are in different phases of becoming web-enabled.  These applications streamline several business processes and help to make program management much more transparent than previously realized. Customer Service Toolkit is a collection of software tools that enhance conservation planning and resource assessment activities.  Protracts is a business application that facilitates the development and management of NRCS administered conservation program cost-share contracting.  The demonstration will showcase both applications and show how they are linked. – Becky Fletcher, Hoosier Heartland RC&D

VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED—We still need volunteers to staff our Farm Bill exhibits at the State Fair.  Please contact me as soon as possible with the date and time you would like to volunteer.  You can respond to this email or phone me at 317-290-3200, ext. 322. Thanks to those who have already signed up!  – Pam Davidson, Indianapolis

EWP IMAGES REQUESTED—As a reminder, we are gathering images of EWP sites where damages have occurred due to recent flooding.  These images can be valuable tools to use with legislators, NRCS national leaders, media, and for use in publications. The images can be photos, slides, or digital images.  Please send the images to Mike McGovern at the state office.  If you have any questions, contact Mike at 317-290-3200, ext. 324, or by email mike.mcgovern@in.usda.gov.  

DID YOU KNOW?

   **The city of Gary, Indiana, was built on fill brought from the bottom of Lake Michigan through suction pipes.  

”We cannot direct the wind, but we can adjust the sails.” – Bertha Calloway, Founder of the Great Plains Black Museum

“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM—The Greater Wabash River RC&D Council in cooperation with Clinton, Carroll, Tippecanoe, Benton, and Howard County SWCDs are sponsoring a Master Naturalist Program this fall at Camp Cullom in Frankfort, Indiana.  This program provides nature enthusiasts intensive training in natural resource principals.  Participants, in turn, share their knowledge by providing volunteer leadership and service to their communities.

   Participants become “certified” Master Naturalists by completing the course, taking an open book final exam over course material presented and providing 15 hours of service to their community.  Expert instructors will provide training on topics that will include: soils, forestry, mammals, ornithology, entomology, native plants, water quality/wetlands and cultural resources/natural history.

   Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on September 9, 16, 23, 30 and October 7, 14, 21, and 28.  On Saturday, November 1st, a ½ day field exercise and evaluation is planned.  The registration is $60 per person and will be limited to 25 participants. For more information, contact the Clinton County SWCD at 765-659-1223 or Carroll County SWCD at 765-564-4480. – Leah Harden, Clinton County SWCD

*****

SYCAMORE TRAILS RC&D SPONSORS GRANT WRITING TRAINING—Dr. Don Udell, trainer and motivator in grant writing, will return this September for workshops to be held at the Walden Inn in Greencastle.  Grant Writing I will be given on Monday-Tuesday, September 22-23, 2003. Grant Writing II will be held Wednesday-Friday, September 24-26, 2003.  Cost will be $200 for GW-I, $250 for GW-II, or you may attend both sessions for $400.  A limited number of scholarships are available on a first-come, first-served basis for individuals or organizations residing in the nine-county Sycamore Trails area.  Contact the office for more information at strcd@sycamoretrails.org or 765-653-9785. 

*****

PLAN AN ADVENTURE WITH NATURE—“Adventures with Nature” field day will be held July 26 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Hoosier National Forest at Tipsaw Lake, located 5 miles south of I-64 on Hwy 37. The day’s program topics include fishponds, shocking boat demos, hunting/field trial dogs, snakes, chainsaw carving, Project Wild, DNR Enforcement dogs, muzzleloader encampment, and birds of prey. Participants can also experience activities and exhibits on backyard/wild edibles, maple syrup, bee keeping, tree identification and planting, bird box demos, wildlife seed, and sorghum molasses. Sponsors of the event include the Lincoln Hills RC&D; Perry and Spencer County SWCDs; U.S. Forest Service; IDNR Conservation officers; and IDNR’s Division of Fish & Wildlife, Soil Conservation, and Forestry.

   For more information contact the Lincoln Hills RC&D at 812-547-7028 or Perry County SWCD at 812-547-4686.

*****

10th ANNUAL RIVER RAFTING EXPEDITION ANNOUNCED—Arrow Head Country Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Area, Inc., will again sponsor a River Rafting Expedition.  Our Education Committee is busy putting together the details to float the Tippecanoe River as it flows through the Tippecanoe River State Park in Pulaski County.  The program is being offered on September 9, 10, 11, 16, & 17.  

   The River Rafting Expedition, which is designed for high school aged students, allows them to float down the river and take in presentations on forestry, soils, water quality, mussels, other wildlife, and history of the area.  The lessons take advantage of their surroundings and experiences and teach them while they are having fun.  Students also learn about teamwork as they work together to maneuver the rafts downstream.

   Cost of the program is $5.00 per person and it is open to all high school students in our ten county RC&D area.  For more information about this unique program or to receive a pre-registration flier, contact the RC&D office at 574-946-3022.  

*****

FOREST SOILS WORKSHOP PLANNED—Register early for a discounted rate for the 23rd Annual Central States Forest Soils Workshop, which will be held in Scottsburg on October 14-16.  Pre-registration for the workshop must be received before September 16 for you to pay the discounted rate of $55 (student registration fee $25). Late registration will be $75 (student registration fee $45). Go to http://www.agriculture.purdue.edu//fnr/Temp/10-16-03Soilsl.pdf for registration and workshop information. For additional information you may also contact Ken Collins or Gary Struben at the NRCS State Office at (317) 290-3200, ext. 356 and 373 respectively.

   The host hotel, Best Western Scottsburg Inn, is offering a special group rate of $55 plus tax if reservations are made by October 7. Call (812) 752-2212 for hotel reservations, and inform them you are with the workshop. – Gary Struben, Indianapolis

*****

ATTENTION OUTDOORS WOMEN!!—The first Annual Women in the Outdoors Program will be held on Saturday, August 16, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Washington Conservation Club in Washington, Indiana. The Daviess County Longbeards Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation is sponsoring this event.

   Women in the Outdoors is dedicated to providing interactive outdoor educational opportunities for women ages 14 and older, as well as providing a network for women with similar outdoor interests.  The sponsor’s goal is to teach the importance of responsible wildlife management and increase participation in outdoor related activities. Some sessions to be offered include butterfly gardening, archery, outdoor cooking, and more! 

   For more information and to register contact Donna Keller at 812-254-6907 or dkeller@dmrtc.net. Registration deadline is August 11. – Sally Christie, Daviess County SWCD 

*****

NEW RIVERWATCH TRAINING PLANNED—Hoosier Riverwatch is promoting an awesome new program and doing workshops on it this summer, namely, “Protecting Our Watershed” (POW).  GREEN developed POW as a “next step” for water monitoring.  It guides a group of students or adults through the process of analyzing their watershed and water quality data, looking for potential problems in a watershed, selecting a problem, researching the problem, and taking community action to deal with it.  We will be holding a training workshop on POW at Salamonie on August 2 and in Indianapolis on November 15. The training and materials ($65 value including manual, posters, and tips cards) are free for Riverwatch-trained teachers or volunteers.

   You can find more information about POW at http://www.green.org/resources/. This site also has excellent resources to download including worksheets related to water monitoring and the community action process.  Contact Lyn or Jan at Hoosier Riverwatch via riverinfo@dnr.state.in.us or 317-541-0617 for more information.  

   To register for the August 2 training at Salamonie, contact Stacia Henderson at the Wells County SWCD at stacia-henderson@iaswcd.org or call 260-824-0624, ext. 3.

   To register for the November 15 training at Fort Harrison State Park, contact Marie Collins at the National Resources Education Center at nrec@dnr.state.in.us or 317-562-1338.

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Jul 26 – Adventures with Nature, Tipsaw Lake, northern Perry County

Jul 26-30 – SWCS International Conference, Spokane, WA

Jul 28 – St. Joseph Watershed Initiative Annual Meeting, Hamilton Fish

   And Game Club in Fish Creek Trail Park, Hamilton

Aug 2 – Hoosier Riverwatch’s Protecting Our Watersheds Training, Salamonie

Aug 6-17 – Indiana State Fair

Aug 16 – Women in the Outdoors Program, Washington Conservation Club, 

   Washington, IN

Sep 9,10,11,16,17 – River Rafting Expedition along Tippecanoe River,

   Pulaski County

Sep 9,16,23,30 – Master Naturalist Program, Camp Cullom, Frankfort

Sep 22-23 – Grant Writing I, Walden Inn, Greencastle

Sep 24-26 – Grant Writing II, Walden Inn, Greencastle

Oct 7,14,21,28 - Master Naturalist Program, Camp Cullom, Frankfort

Oct 14-16 – Central States Forest Soils Workshop, Scottsburg

Nov 15 - Hoosier Riverwatch’s Protecting Our Watersheds Training, Salamonie

Nov 20-21 – Hoosier Chapter SWCS Annual Meeting, Purdue University,

   West Lafayette

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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