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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY

**I want to thank our NRCS employees that were up for the challenge of the quick turn around time on Grassland Reserve Program applications.  You did a terrific job in getting the applications submitted by the deadline.  Indiana received an overwhelming $11 million in requests for GRP assistance, for which we have $475,000 funding available. We have requested additional funds for GRP, and it is our hope that additional dollars will be forthcoming to Indiana yet this fiscal year.  We look forward to the possibilities of meeting more needs with GRP in 2004.

**Looking ahead, in just seven months we will be meeting together in French Lick for our statewide NRCS conference.  I am excited about the opportunity for our employees to meet and get acquainted, especially with new employees from the field. The conference setting at the French Lick Springs Resort and Spa will provide the atmosphere we need to relax, rejuvenate, and renew friendships. Keep March 30-April 1, 2004, on your calendar for this much-needed conference.

NATURE AT ITS BEST—Many took advantage of the perfect day on Saturday, July 26th, for Adventures with Nature at Tipsaw Lake in Perry County.  Approximately 250 people came to see and experience nature at its best.

   Presenters showed the participants: how to start and maintain fishponds, how field trail dogs use their senses to help hunters, poisonous vs. non-poisonous snakes, carving with a chainsaw to make wonderful works of art, games for children from Project Wild, an IDNR enforcement dog assisting conservation officers, pioneer living, and birds of prey (bald eagle, barred owl, barn owl, kestrel and red tailed hawk). Also, during the day exhibits were available for visitors to see how to benefit from nature and how to benefit nature itself.  Attendees learned about backyard and wild edibles; bee keeping; honey, maple syrup, and sorghum production; woodcarving; bluebird boxes; and wheat seed for landowners to create wildlife food plots.

   Children of all ages had their picture taken at the campgrounds with special guest, Smokey Bear.  As an added attraction, two horse-drawn wagons transported visitors through the woods. – Lisa Faulkenberg, Lincoln Hills RC&D    

DID YOU KNOW?

   **Josie Orr, wife of former Indiana Governor Robert Orr, flew bombers and cargo planes during World War II.  

”It’s never too late to be who you might have been.” – George Eliot (1819-1880), Writer

“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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PUTNAM COUNTY HOSTS 14TH CONSERVATION EXPO—This year marks the 14th year for the Putnam County Conservation Expo, which will be held on September 4 from 3:00-8:00 p.m.  The Hendricks County SWCD and the Indiana Conservation Tillage Initiative have joined the Putnam County SWCD to sponsor the event.  Hosts for this year are Ames 4K Farms and John Zeiner.  These farms give a state-of-the-art look at long term No-Till, Nitrogen Management, Soil Quality, Starter Innovations, and Pest Management.  Some Expo highlights are: a discussion on when and if Gypsum can improve your soil health; a large number of continuous No-Till acres set aside for conservation demonstrations; and a soil pit to observe the soil quality benefits of 11 years of No-Till, with an economic look at the sustainability of this system.  In addition, commercial and machinery exhibits will be available.  The day will conclude with a dinner and special guest speaker Bill Richards, Chairman of CTIC Board of Directors and former Chief of the Soil Conservation Service.

   Expo headquarters is located on Old-Right-of-Way Road near Fillmore, approximately 5 miles northeast of Greencastle. Handicapped parking will be available at the registration area. For more information, call the Hendricks County SWCD at 317-745-2555 or the Putnam County SWCD at 765-653-7454. – Sue Crafton, Putnam County SWCD

*****

CALL FOR AWARD NOMINATIONS—The Indiana Land Use Consortium (ILUC) is pleased to announce that the 6th Annual Communities at the Crossroads conference is set for November 21, 2003, at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Indianapolis.  This year’s conference features Models of Success Awards that showcase current land use efforts that exemplify the ILUC Land Use Principles (www.indianalanduse.org/mission.html). 

   One of the award categories is specifically directed towards land use planning for natural resources.  The Stewardship category addresses innovative approaches to the wise use of natural resources, recreational opportunities, and production capacity of land (including water management, forest resources, best management practices (BMPs), recreational amenities, and biodiversity).

   The ILUC invites participation in this celebration of Indiana land use efforts by nominating projects, plans, and people that deserve special recognition.  Nomination forms are available at www.indianalanduse.org. Applications must be typed using the nomination form format and submitted by mail or email to the address below. Please put ‘ILUC Awards’ in the subject line if submitting by email.

   ILUC Models of Success Awards

   C/o Indiana Land Resources Council

   ISTA Center

   150 W. Market Street, Suite 414

   Indianapolis, IN  46204

   landresources@commerce.state.in.us
Applications must be postmarked by August 15 and received by August 22.  Applicants will be notified of a final decision by September 12. If you have any questions, contact Eric Myers at 317-233-1002, Joe Tutterrow at 327-234-5262, or Sara Westrick at 317-233-4332.

*****

MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM—The Greater Wabash River RC&D Council in cooperation with Clinton, Carroll, Tippecanoe, Benton, and Howard County SWCDs are sponsoring a Master Naturalist Program this fall at Camp Cullom in Frankfort, Indiana.  This program provides nature enthusiasts intensive training in natural resource principals.  Participants, in turn, share their knowledge by providing volunteer leadership and service to their communities.

   Participants become “certified” Master Naturalists by completing the course, taking an open book final exam over course material presented and providing 15 hours of service to their community.  Expert instructors will provide training on topics that will include: soils, forestry, mammals, ornithology, entomology, native plants, water quality/wetlands and cultural resources/natural history.

   Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on September 9, 16, 23, 30 and October 7, 14, 21, and 28.  On Saturday, November 1st, a ½ day field exercise and evaluation is planned.  The registration is $60 per person and will be limited to 25 participants. For more information, contact the Clinton County SWCD at 765-659-1223 or Carroll County SWCD at 765-564-4480. – Leah Harden, Clinton County SWCD

*****

SYCAMORE TRAILS RC&D SPONSORS GRANT WRITING TRAINING—Dr. Don Udell, trainer and motivator in grant writing, will return this September for workshops to be held at the Walden Inn in Greencastle.  Grant Writing I will be given on Monday-Tuesday, September 22-23, 2003. Grant Writing II will be held Wednesday-Friday, September 24-26, 2003.  Cost will be $200 for GW-I, $250 for GW-II, or you may attend both sessions for $400.  A limited number of scholarships are available on a first-come, first-served basis for individuals or organizations residing in the nine-county Sycamore Trails area.  Contact the office for more information at strcd@sycamoretrails.org or 765-653-9785. 

*****

10th ANNUAL RIVER RAFTING EXPEDITION ANNOUNCED—Arrow Head Country Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Area, Inc., will again sponsor a River Rafting Expedition.  Our Education Committee is busy putting together the details to float the Tippecanoe River as it flows through the Tippecanoe River State Park in Pulaski County.  The program is being offered on September 9, 10, 11, 16, & 17.  

   The River Rafting Expedition, which is designed for high school aged students, allows them to float down the river and take in presentations on forestry, soils, water quality, mussels, other wildlife, and history of the area.  The lessons take advantage of their surroundings and experiences and teach them while they are having fun.  Students also learn about teamwork as they work together to maneuver the rafts downstream.

   Cost of the program is $5.00 per person and it is open to all high school students in our ten county RC&D area.  For more information about this unique program or to receive a pre-registration flier, contact the RC&D office at 574-946-3022.  

*****

FOREST SOILS WORKSHOP PLANNED—Register early for a discounted rate for the 23rd Annual Central States Forest Soils Workshop, which will be held in Scottsburg on October 14-16.  Pre-registration for the workshop must be received before September 16 for you to pay the discounted rate of $55 (student registration fee $25). Late registration will be $75 (student registration fee $45). Go to http://www.agriculture.purdue.edu//fnr/Temp/10-16-03Soilsl.pdf for registration and workshop information. For additional information you may also contact Ken Collins or Gary Struben at the NRCS State Office at (317) 290-3200, ext. 356 and 373 respectively.

   The host hotel, Best Western Scottsburg Inn, is offering a special group rate of $55 plus tax if reservations are made by October 7. Call (812) 752-2212 for hotel reservations, and inform them you are with the workshop. – Gary Struben, Indianapolis

*****

ATTENTION OUTDOORS WOMEN—The Women in the Outdoors Program, which was scheduled for August 16, has been postponed until spring of 2004. For more information, contact Donna Keller at dkeller@dmrtc.net or 812-254-6907. – Sally Christie, Daviess County SWCD 

*****

NEW RIVERWATCH TRAINING PLANNED—Hoosier Riverwatch is promoting an awesome new program and doing workshops on it this summer, namely, “Protecting Our Watershed” (POW).  GREEN developed POW as a “next step” for water monitoring.  It guides a group of students or adults through the process of analyzing their watershed and water quality data, looking for potential problems in a watershed, selecting a problem, researching the problem, and taking community action to deal with it.  We will be holding a training workshop on POW in Indianapolis on November 15. The training and materials ($65 value including manual, posters, and tips cards) are free for Riverwatch-trained teachers or volunteers.

   You can find more information about POW at http://www.green.org/resources/. This site also has excellent resources to download including worksheets related to water monitoring and the community action process.  Contact Lyn or Jan at Hoosier Riverwatch via riverinfo@dnr.state.in.us or 317-541-0617 for more information.  

   To register for the August 2 training at Salamonie, contact Stacia Henderson at the Wells County SWCD at stacia-henderson@iaswcd.org or call 260-824-0624, ext. 3.

   To register for the November 15 training at Fort Harrison State Park, contact Marie Collins at the National Resources Education Center at nrec@dnr.state.in.us or 317-562-1338.

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Aug 6-17 – Indiana State Fair

Sep 9,10,11,16,17 – River Rafting Expedition along Tippecanoe River,

   Pulaski County

Sep 9,16,23,30 – Master Naturalist Program, Camp Cullom, Frankfort

Sep 22-23 – Grant Writing I, Walden Inn, Greencastle

Sep 24-26 – Grant Writing II, Walden Inn, Greencastle

Oct 7,14,21,28 - Master Naturalist Program, Camp Cullom, Frankfort

Oct 14-16 – Central States Forest Soils Workshop, Scottsburg

Nov 15 - Hoosier Riverwatch’s Protecting Our Watersheds Training, 

   Fort Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Nov 21 - Annual Communities at the Crossroads Conference, Crown Plaza

   Hotel, Indianapolis
Nov 20-21 – Hoosier Chapter SWCS Annual Meeting, Purdue University,

   West Lafayette

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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