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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY

**It was great to see several members of the conservation partnership, including local SWCD Supervisors, attend a farm tour August 22nd in northeastern Indiana. The tour included a stop where District Conservationist Amy Lybarger of Whitley County aptly described the farm’s forestry practices.

   Also, a public forum was held at the Northeast Purdue Ag Center.  Congressman Mark Souder had invited House Ag Committee Chairman Robert Goodlatte of Virginia to speak to the attendees.  Goodlatte spoke on the Farm Bill, Energy Bill, and the Conservation Security Program (CSP). 

**Though we seldom take the time to give a pat on the back, a message was copied to me recently regarding exceptional fieldwork done by a conservation partner. Rita Shaus, district conservationist in Princeton, recognized Amy Steeples of IDNR for her excellent work on a grassed waterway. It is this type of technical skill and working relations that attributes to the success of the conservation partnership.

**I want to say a big thank you to all the conservation partnership employees for your hard work on implementing the Farm Bill conservation practices.  You have accomplished a lot, and your work has not gone unnoticed.  With fiscal year 2003 nearing an end, we still have much work to do.  Keep up the great work as we are seeing more conservation applied on the land than ever before!     

TRI-COUNTY FORESTRY FIELD DAY HELD—The Soil and Water Conservation Districts of Hancock, Henry and Rush Counties hosted an interesting and informative Forestry Field Day on August 23, 2003, at the Indiana Soldiers and Sailors Children's Home Campgrounds in eastern Hancock County.  Guests at the field day included State Conservationist Jane Hardisty and Assistant State Conservationist Harold Thompson.  All participants enjoyed their time in the forest and gained a wealth of knowledge to take back to their own woodlands.

   Features of the field day included:

* Tree planting and management of tree plantations

* Timber Stand Improvements (TSI) and timber harvesting

* Enhancing wildlife habitat

* Multiple uses for your forest

* How to deal with nuisance wildlife

* How to enter your land into classified wildlife and classified forest status

* A children's program that included a nature hike, tree identification, and crafts

· Cindy Beckner, Hancock County SWCD

CONSERVATION TILLAGE INITIATIVE IN FULL SWING—Indiana’s Conservation Tillage Initiative (ICTI) is an effort to expand the adoption of No-Till and like high residue farming systems. One of the primary goals is to build a network of farmers and agriculture professionals to share the best technology for no-till cropping systems.  ICTI is a cooperative effort, between The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), The Indiana Conservation Partnership, agriculture industry and Indiana farmers. NRCS received initial funding from an EPA Section 319 grant through Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM).  This funding was used to hire a Conservation Tillage Coordinator. 

   Since January, ICTI has assisted with 27 workshops and field days for over 1500 farmers and other agriculture professionals.  Attendance at these events, from Aurora in northern Indiana to Rome in the southern part of the State, has been outstanding.  There is definitely a renewed interest in No-Till, not only from farmers, but also from agri-business and SWCD boards. 

   For more information contact Barry Fisher at barry.fisher@in.usda.gov, 765-653-5716, ext. 157, or visit www.agry.purdue.edu/cti/. 

NEW VIDEO AVAILABLE—We recently received two copies of a video entitled “Linking Girls to the Land—Working Together to Conserve Natural Resources.”  The video highlights the partnership among Federal agencies and Girl Scouts USA on behalf of girls throughout the Nation. A number of examples of outdoor conservation projects are depicted in the 90-second and 11-minute versions of the video.  When girls gain outdoor experiences in conservation education, they build the foundation for important life skills, a lifetime appreciation for nature, and the start of potential careers in natural resource conservation.

   If you are interested in borrowing this video, contact the Public Affairs staff at the state office. – Pam Davidson, Indianapolis  

DID YOU KNOW?

   **Aviatrix Amelia Earhart was once a professor at Purdue University.  

”I have never seen a monument erected to a pessimist.” – Paul Harvey, Radio commentator

“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.
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ICP BULLETIN BOARD – August 27, 2003
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WANTED – RESOURCE CONSERVATIONIST FOR COMMUNICATION—The Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District is seeking an energetic, positive personality to provide activities and leadership in natural resource education and general district information.  A degree in natural resources with a background in communications is strongly preferred, however, experience in a similar position will be considered.  Excellent written and oral skills are vital for this position.  Ability to create and implement activities will be necessary.  Applicant must be good at networking and be comfortable with developing contacts among the media and other conservation organizations.  Job description and application forms are available at Marion County SWCD office, 6960 South Gray Road, Suite C, Indianapolis, IN 46237, or call (317) 780-1765 or e-mail marilyn-hughes@iaswcd.org.  Closing date is September 26, 2003.

*****

CONSERVATION FOR CLEAN WATER DEMONSTRATED—The Johnson County SWCD is hosting “Conservation for Clean Water” on September 17, 2003, from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at Praise Acres in Bargersville.  This event will feature conservation practices implemented at the Praise Acres Outdoor Education Center.  Included will be a newly planted riparian buffer area, a filter strip adjacent to cropland, a constructed wetland, and a recently completed streambank stabilization project.  Local experts will be on-hand to discuss these practices, provide information about funding, and answer questions.  A meal will be provided at the conclusion of the event.  There is no cost, but please RSVP to Jennifer Bockting at the Johnson County SWCD, 317-736-9540, by September 12. More details are available on the SWCD website at http://www.swcd.org. - Laura Schnecker, Johnson County

*****

MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM PLANNED IN THE HEARTLAND—The Hoosier Heartland RC&D is sponsoring an eight-week Master Naturalist Program from September 3 to October 22.  Classes will be on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., and the location will alternate between Cook Creek Nature Center in Hamilton County and Holiday Park Nature Center in Marion County.  Also, a field day is planned for October 18 at Eagle Creek Park.  Program topics will include Birds of Indiana, Wetlands, Native Plants, Native American History, Bugs, Edible and Medicinal Flowers, Geology, and Indiana’s Endangered Wildlife.     

   The cost of the eight-week program including the field day and handout materials is only $60 per person.  Class size is limited with only a few slots still remaining.  Contact the Hoosier Heartland RC&D office at 317-290-3250 for registration information or to receive a brochure. – Cathy Deal, Hoosier Heartland RC&D 

*****

PUTNAM COUNTY HOSTS 14TH CONSERVATION EXPO—This year marks the 14th year for the Putnam County Conservation Expo, which will be held on September 4 from 3:00-8:00 p.m.  The Hendricks County SWCD and the Indiana Conservation Tillage Initiative have joined the Putnam County SWCD to sponsor the event.  Hosts for this year are Ames 4K Farms and John Zeiner.  These farms give a state-of-the-art look at long term No-Till, Nitrogen Management, Soil Quality, Starter Innovations, and Pest Management.  Some Expo highlights are: a discussion on when and if Gypsum can improve your soil health; a large number of continuous No-Till acres set aside for conservation demonstrations; and a soil pit to observe the soil quality benefits of 11 years of No-Till, with an economic look at the sustainability of this system.  In addition, commercial and machinery exhibits will be available.  The day will conclude with a dinner and special guest speaker Bill Richards, Chairman of CTIC Board of Directors and former Chief of the Soil Conservation Service.

   Expo headquarters is located on Old-Right-of-Way Road near Fillmore, approximately 5 miles northeast of Greencastle. Handicapped parking will be available at the registration area. For more information, call the Hendricks County SWCD at 317-745-2555 or the Putnam County SWCD at 765-653-7454. – Sue Crafton, Putnam County SWCD

*****

CALL FOR AWARD NOMINATIONS—The Indiana Land Use Consortium (ILUC) is pleased to announce that the 6th Annual Communities at the Crossroads conference is set for November 21, 2003, at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Indianapolis.  This year’s conference features Models of Success Awards that showcase current land use efforts that exemplify the ILUC Land Use Principles (www.indianalanduse.org/mission.html). 

   One of the award categories is specifically directed towards land use planning for natural resources.  The Stewardship category addresses innovative approaches to the wise use of natural resources, recreational opportunities, and production capacity of land (including water management, forest resources, best management practices (BMPs), recreational amenities, and biodiversity).

   The ILUC invites participation in this celebration of Indiana land use efforts by nominating projects, plans, and people that deserve special recognition.  Nomination forms are available at www.indianalanduse.org. Applications must be typed using the nomination form format and submitted by mail or email to the address below. Please put ‘ILUC Awards’ in the subject line if submitting by email.

   ILUC Models of Success Awards

   C/o Indiana Land Resources Council

   ISTA Center

   150 W. Market Street, Suite 414

   Indianapolis, IN  46204

   landresources@commerce.state.in.us
Applications must be postmarked by August 15 and received by August 22.  Applicants will be notified of a final decision by September 12. If you have any questions, contact Eric Myers at 317-233-1002, Joe Tutterrow at 327-234-5262, or Sara Westrick at 317-233-4332.

*****

MASTER NATURALIST PROGRAM PLANNED—The Greater Wabash River RC&D Council in cooperation with Clinton, Carroll, Tippecanoe, Benton, and Howard County SWCDs are sponsoring a Master Naturalist Program this fall at Camp Cullom in Frankfort, Indiana.  This program provides nature enthusiasts intensive training in natural resource principals.  Participants, in turn, share their knowledge by providing volunteer leadership and service to their communities.

   Participants become “certified” Master Naturalists by completing the course, taking an open book final exam over course material presented and providing 15 hours of service to their community.  Expert instructors will provide training on topics that will include: soils, forestry, mammals, ornithology, entomology, native plants, water quality/wetlands and cultural resources/natural history.

   Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on September 9, 16, 23, 30 and October 7, 14, 21, and 28.  On Saturday, November 1st, a ½ day field exercise and evaluation is planned.  The registration is $60 per person and will be limited to 25 participants. For more information, contact the Clinton County SWCD at 765-659-1223 or Carroll County SWCD at 765-564-4480. – Leah Harden, Clinton County SWCD

*****

SYCAMORE TRAILS RC&D SPONSORS GRANT WRITING TRAINING—Dr. Don Udell, trainer and motivator in grant writing, will return this September for workshops to be held at the Walden Inn in Greencastle.  Grant Writing I will be given on Monday-Tuesday, September 22-23, 2003. Grant Writing II will be held Wednesday-Friday, September 24-26, 2003.  Cost will be $200 for GW-I, $250 for GW-II, or you may attend both sessions for $400.  A limited number of scholarships are available on a first-come, first-served basis for individuals or organizations residing in the nine-county Sycamore Trails area.  Contact the office for more information at strcd@sycamoretrails.org or 765-653-9785. 

*****

10th ANNUAL RIVER RAFTING EXPEDITION ANNOUNCED—Arrow Head Country Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Area, Inc., will again sponsor a River Rafting Expedition.  Our Education Committee is busy putting together the details to float the Tippecanoe River as it flows through the Tippecanoe River State Park in Pulaski County.  The program is being offered on September 9, 10, 11, 16, & 17.  

   The River Rafting Expedition, which is designed for high school aged students, allows them to float down the river and take in presentations on forestry, soils, water quality, mussels, other wildlife, and history of the area.  The lessons take advantage of their surroundings and experiences and teach them while they are having fun.  Students also learn about teamwork as they work together to maneuver the rafts downstream.

   Cost of the program is $5.00 per person and it is open to all high school students in our ten county RC&D area.  For more information about this unique program or to receive a pre-registration flier, contact the RC&D office at 574-946-3022.  

*****

FOREST SOILS WORKSHOP PLANNED—Register early for a discounted rate for the 23rd Annual Central States Forest Soils Workshop, which will be held in Scottsburg on October 14-16.  Pre-registration for the workshop must be received before September 16 for you to pay the discounted rate of $55 (student registration fee $25). Late registration will be $75 (student registration fee $45). Go to http://www.agriculture.purdue.edu//fnr/Temp/10-16-03Soilsl.pdf for registration and workshop information. For additional information you may also contact Ken Collins or Gary Struben at the NRCS State Office at (317) 290-3200, ext. 356 and 373 respectively.

   The host hotel, Best Western Scottsburg Inn, is offering a special group rate of $55 plus tax if reservations are made by October 7. Call (812) 752-2212 for hotel reservations, and inform them you are with the workshop. – Gary Struben, Indianapolis

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Sep 3-Oct 22 – Master Naturalist Program, Hamilton County’s Cook

   Creek Nature Center and Holiday Park Nature Center in Marion County

Sep 9,10,11,16,17 – River Rafting Expedition along Tippecanoe River,

   Pulaski County

Sep 9,16,23,30 – Master Naturalist Program, Camp Cullom, Frankfort

Sep 17 – Conservation for Clean Water, Praise Acres Outdoor Education,

   Bargersville

Sep 22-23 – Grant Writing I, Walden Inn, Greencastle

Sep 24-26 – Grant Writing II, Walden Inn, Greencastle

Oct 7,14,21,28 - Master Naturalist Program, Camp Cullom, Frankfort

Oct 14-16 – Central States Forest Soils Workshop, Scottsburg

Nov 15 - Hoosier Riverwatch’s Protecting Our Watersheds Training, 

   Fort Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Nov 21 - Annual Communities at the Crossroads Conference, Crown Plaza

   Hotel, Indianapolis
Nov 20-21 – Hoosier Chapter SWCS Annual Meeting, Purdue University,

   West Lafayette

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.
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