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ICP VISION: An innovative Partnership dedicated to effective leadership and quality service in conserving and protecting Indiana's natural resources.

ICP MISSION: To help people manage, conserve and enhance natural resources for present and future generations through education, public information, leadership, technical assistance, and development of innovative programs.

‘HEART-TO-HEART’ WITH HARDISTY

**NRCS has issued a Vacancy Announcement (NRCS-MWRO-03-01) for participation in the Midwest Regional Leadership Development Program (LDP) Training with a closing date of October 10, 2003.  This program offers a unique developmental opportunity for NRCS employees and our conservation partners who have the potential and want to pursue positions of greater leadership responsibility. The three training objectives, as stated in the announcement, are: to challenge employees to undertake leadership development; to expose employees to all levels of management, aiding them in future career decisions; and to allow state leaders to observe performance.

   The program participant will need to make a commitment, which will affect official and personal time. This may take 6-12 weeks of work time over an 18-month period.

For information on how to apply please contact Susan McLoud, the Indiana LDP Coordinator, at susan.mcloud@in.usda.gov or (317) 290-3200, ext. 359.  

NEW WETLAND BIOLOGIST HIRED—The Hoosier Heartland RC&D Council welcomes Brianne Hicks to the Indiana Conservation Partnership.  Brianne, a native of Pennsylvania, will be monitoring Wetlands Reserve Program easements in the northern half of the State. Brianne holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Wildlife from Purdue University and is a recent graduate of the Southern Illinois University with a Master of Science degree in Zoology and Wildlife.  Her graduate work concentrated on wetland restoration and particularly restoration through the WRP.  She has an avid interest in the use of conservation easement programs to encourage wildlife habitat restoration on private lands and enjoys providing one-on-one assistance to landowners. She comes to us with many field experiences that will help her in this new position, including work with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, Purdue’s Dept. of Forestry and Natural Resources, and the Kankakee Sands Prairie Restoration Project in Newton County, Indiana.

   Brianne will be located at the NRCS Northwest Area Office in Lafayette, and her voice mail is 5697. Help us welcome Brianne to the Partnership! – Becky Fletcher, Hoosier Heartland RC&D

SPANISH FARM BILL MATERIALS ON WEB—If you are looking for Farm Bill information in Spanish, look no further!  You can find what you need at the NRCS website.  Go to http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002/espanol/productos.html to find downloadable Farm Bill program information in Spanish. – Pam Davidson, Indianapolis 

QUALITY QUOTE:  

”Personality can open doors, but only character can keep them open.” – Elmer G. Leterman, Business executive

“Partnership Today” is issued on an "as it happens" basis for all conservation team members, reporting on activities, events and successes of the conservation team. Send articles via E-mail to Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov and type "PARTNERSHIP TODAY" on the subject line, or fax your article to Pam Davidson at (317) 290-3225. Articles should be brief and include a contact person and phone number.

********************************************************************

ICP BULLETIN BOARD – September 24, 2003

********************************************************************

ATTENTION SWCD EMPLOYEES AND PARTNERSHIP STAFF! IDEA Training Conference is scheduled for October 28-29 at the Fourwinds Resort in Bloomington. Hotel reservations must be made by September 28; call (812) 824-2628. A great conference is planned, which will include sessions on Grazing Management, Education Partnerships, Educational Mini Sessions, Life After Local Motion, Map Reading 101, and others.  An evening banquet is a new addition this year.

   Registration is due by October 8. If you need registration materials or would like more information, contact Jennifer Bockting at (317) 736-9540 or jennifer-boyle@iaswcd.org.

*****

MEYER’S TREE FARM HOSTS FORESTRY FIELD DAY—The Brown County SWCD and Hoosier Heartland RC&D Forestry Committee announce a Forestry Field Day scheduled for October 25, 2003, at Al and Ida Meyer’s property in Brown County, Indiana.  The program is designed to educate the public on the proper management skills to preserve and enhance the vital preservation of our forests.

   Topics which will be covered include:  Timber Stand Improvement, Harvesting – Best Management Practices, Forestry Management Techniques, Laws and Responsibilities, Wildlife Habitat Management, and Forestry Legacy Program.

   Plan to attend and enjoy a day full of fun with friends, beans and cornbread lunch, and priceless educational information.  For more information contact Scheryl Vaughn at the Hoosier Heartland RC&D, 317-290-3250, or Cathy Paradise at the Brown County SWCD, 812-988-2211.
*****

ABANDONED MINED LAND COMMITTEE SPONSORS FALL TOUR—The Sycamore Trails RC&D Abandoned Mined Land Committee will sponsor the 2nd Annual Fall Tour of projects completed in Sullivan County.  Sullivan County is one of six counties the RC&D works in with private landowners to improve water quality, safety and economic problems caused by pre-law mining.  The committee will be looking at four sites improved by the committee partnering with private landowners, SWCDs, IDNR Division of Reclamation, IDEM, and county governments. The tour will start from the Sullivan Elks Club in Sullivan at 9:00 a.m. on October 7, 2003.

   Contact Sycamore Trails RC&D at (765) 653-9785 or Project Coordinator Bruce Finkbiner at (812) 382-4472 for more information.

*****

FORESTRY FIELD DAY PLANNED—A Forestry Field Day will be held October 22, from 3:00-6:00 p.m., at the Justin Miller property located east of New Paris, just west of the intersection of County Road 29 and County Road 25. “Forestry 101” will be a walking tour of basic forest management practices.  Topics will include Cost Share and Other Assistance Available, Timber Stand Improvement-- Weeding Your Woodland, Planning a Harvest Cutting, and Managing Your Woodland for Wildlife. The Elkhart, Kosciusko, and St. Joseph County SWCDs are sponsors of the annual event, along with NRCS, Purdue Cooperative Extension Service, Arrow Head Country RC&D, Northwest Territory RC&D, Wood-Land-Lakes RC&D, and IDNR’s Division of Soil Conservation, Division of Fish and Wildlife, and Division of Forestry.

   Register by calling the Elkhart County SWCD at (574) 533-3630, ext. 3; Kosciusko County SWCD at (574) 267-7445, ext. 3; or the St. Joseph County SWCD at (574) 291-2300. – Nancy Brown, Elkhart County SWCD

*****

TREE ID FOR THE BEGINNER OFFERED—The White River RC&D Forestry Committee, in cooperation with IDNR Division of Forestry and Purdue University Department of Forestry and Natural Resources, is sponsoring a “Tree Identification for the Beginner” seminar at Starve Hollow State Recreation Area. The series of six classes will be held on Tuesday evenings, September 30 thru October 21, and on Saturday mornings, October 11 and 25.  The two-hour evening classes will begin at 7:00 p.m., and the four-hour morning classes will begin at 8:00 a.m.

   Primary instructors will be John Seifert, Extension Forester from Purdue University; Shannon Winks, Assistant Manger of Starve Hollow State Recreation Area; and Rob McGriff, District Forester for Selmier State Forest.

   Registration fee is $30 per participant and should be sent to White River RC&D at 1919 Steven Avenue, Bedford, IN  47221. – Mary Jane Deel, White River RC&D

*****

WANTED – RESOURCE CONSERVATIONIST FOR COMMUNICATION—The Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District is seeking an energetic, positive personality to provide activities and leadership in natural resource education and general district information.  A degree in natural resources with a background in communications is strongly preferred, however, experience in a similar position will be considered.  Excellent written and oral skills are vital for this position.  Ability to create and implement activities will be necessary.  Applicant must be good at networking and be comfortable with developing contacts among the media and other conservation organizations.  Job description and application forms are available at Marion County SWCD office, 6960 South Gray Road, Suite C, Indianapolis, IN 46237, or call (317) 780-1765 or e-mail marilyn-hughes@iaswcd.org.  Closing date is September 26, 2003.

*****

FOREST SOILS WORKSHOP PLANNED—Register early for a discounted rate for the 23rd Annual Central States Forest Soils Workshop, which will be held in Scottsburg on October 14-16.  Pre-registration for the workshop must be received before September 16 for you to pay the discounted rate of $55 (student registration fee $25). Late registration will be $75 (student registration fee $45). Go to http://www.agriculture.purdue.edu//fnr/Temp/10-16-03Soilsl.pdf for registration and workshop information. For additional information you may also contact Ken Collins or Gary Struben at the NRCS State Office at (317) 290-3200, ext. 356 and 373 respectively.

   The host hotel, Best Western Scottsburg Inn, is offering a special group rate of $55 plus tax if reservations are made by October 7. Call (812) 752-2212 for hotel reservations, and inform them you are with the workshop. – Gary Struben, Indianapolis

**MARK YOUR CALENDARS**

Sep 30, Oct 7,11,14,21,25 – Tree Identification for Beginner, Starve

   Hollow State Recreation Area

Oct 7 – 2nd Annual Fall Tour, Sullivan County

Oct 7,14,21,28 - Master Naturalist Program, Camp Cullom, Frankfort

Oct 14-16 – Central States Forest Soils Workshop, Scottsburg

Oct 22 – Three-County Forestry Field Day, Miller property, east of New Paris

Oct 25 – Forestry Field Day, Meyer property, Brown County

Oct 28-29 – IDEA Training Conference, Fourwinds Resort, Bloomington

Nov 15 - Hoosier Riverwatch’s Protecting Our Watersheds Training, 

   Fort Harrison State Park, Indianapolis

Nov 21 - Annual Communities at the Crossroads Conference, Crown Plaza

   Hotel, Indianapolis
Nov 20-21 – Hoosier Chapter SWCS Annual Meeting, Purdue University,

   West Lafayette

Mar 30-Apr 1, 2004 – NRCS All Employees’ Meeting, French Lick

Apr 21-22, 2004 – Camp Gallahue, Brown County

************************************************************

Share your announcements, ideas, and success stories, or request information on the ICP Bulletin Board! Items will remain on the bulletin board for a two-week period, unless marked otherwise. Send your notices (10 typed lines max.) to Pam Davidson, NRCS state office, via E-mail (Pam.Davidson@in.usda.gov), regular mail, or fax (317) 290-3225. Identify the subject or envelope as "ICP Bulletin Board" and include a contact person, phone number, and publication date.

************************************************************






















